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IT U 0mmdn1y faid, .£hat the life of a good 
Writer is beft'read in hi» works; which c;iii 
fc^rce foil to receive a peculiar tinAu re ii:m 
his temper, maimers and habits: the difli ir<i ? ilr- 
ing charaifterof his mind; his riifing pafflmr, af leift, 
will there appear undifguifed. But however j uix h'.s. 
^obfaratioh m^y be ; and although we imghtiafely 
'Te^Mtt'Tiftifk/on*3 famey-as a good man^^swell a& a 
' mkn of genius. On this fole footing; yet thedefire 
which the public always (hews df being more particij- 
' * A3 larly 
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larlyacquaintedwith thehiHoryof an eminent author^ 
Ottglit net CO be cHrappoi ated^ sls it proceeds not hdm 
mere curiofity, but chiefly from affection and grati- 
tude to thofe by whom th^y have been entertained 
and inibru^ed. i . 

rTo givelmne tc^untrof a d^ccafedrlciend U often 
a piece of joftice Ukewife, whioh ought fiot t0 be re- 
fnied to his memory : to prevent or efface the imper- 
tinent fidions which (^Qpouft^iographers are fo apt 
to cqlleSt and propagate. And we. may add, that 
the cif ofki^ftfttdl 4f u )ant|or!s lift vtf01 fcHUt- 
times throw t!^e bed lig^^ upon his writings; in- 
ftances whereof we ihalliQ(Det with in the following 
pages. 

Ma.K n«M|$* «Mt bftm at liunr^ in the Aire oC 
lUxburgbf on the nth of SefUmitr, in the year 
1 700. His father, minifter of that place, was but 
little kIlOw^ beyond .iti^ ngnow circle of his oo^pcef^ 
by ters, and to a few gentlemen in the neighbojorhood ; 
but highly remedied by them, for his piety^ and kis 
diligence in the pafbral doty: as appeared afterwards 
in tlMir kind offices to hu widow and oiplMUi £uni]}rv 

TfuRereitmdlMEfs^ Kff4rf«*i and OI^^Mwrf par- 
"iknlasly, took* iliAftaff9&ioM«e and fiieqiilyj^ 
aUlbfkcenceras. Tfecionntfr,«jnanofancoflmnn 
penetmtkm and good Mftc^liad very early daicovero^, 

through 
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thfOQgh dierodtaeftof jPoilngnsM^^sjMienleeffliysy 
« fwftd q£ g«Mw well dklervmg cukore and encmr- 
sagtment HeiuidcftMkdMxeibreywiditkefktlieHs 
i^psaiMttoii, tfae^bief diMif^a of Ut ftwd^^ fuf^ 
ftiihcd Um widi tke'pr»per books, eoneAed Us pef- 
^maiKes ; aad was daily revafded witk ^ pleafufe 
.«f ieaing ids laboar ib lutppify anployed. 

Th b odicr reverend gentleman, Mr. Gujfharf, whb 
is ftiil living, one of the minifters otEJinhurgh^ and 
fenior of the Chapel Royal, was no lefs ierviceable to 
'Mt%.^bm^vBL Ike JAanagement of kerHttle affairs ; 
which, dfer die deceit of her hniband, burdened as 
.fhe was with a famiiy of aine children, «e^pired the 
prudent coanlek aad affiftanca of that faidiful and 
geneioaa fiiend. 

Sir Witliam Bennif iikewife, well known for his gay 
huak>Br and ready poetica! wit, was highly delighted 
with ouryoung poet, and ufed to invite him to pafs the 
fiimmer vacation'at his country feat : a fcene of life 
* whichMr. fiff^^w always remembered withparticfular 
pleafure. Btit what he wrote during that time, either 
to cHtcrtain Sir PTilHam and Mr. RiccartoM, or for his 
own amufement, he defbx>yed every new year's day ; 
committing his little pieces to th^ flames, in their duo 
'order; and crowning the folemnity with a copy of 
verfes, in which were hamorottlly recited the fevenit 
groandfl of thek eondemnatiovi. 

A 4 AFTEa 
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, After the afaal CQuHe of fchool edacadon, nnder 
. an able mafler zl Jedburgh , Mr. Thom/oHVfZs fent to the 
.Univerilty of Edinburgh. Bat in the fecond year of 
hiaadaii£ion«his ftudies were for ibme timeinterrupted 
.by the (death of his father; who was carried ofFib fad- 
^denly, that it was not po/fible for Mr. Thfimfin^ with 
all the diligence he.coald afe» to. receive hislaft blef- 
fing. This affeded him to an ancommon degree ; and 
his relations (till remember £omt extraordinary inftan- 
ces of his grief and filial duty on that occaiion. 

yiKs.Thomfony whofe maiden name was Humij and 
who was co-heirefs of a fmall eftate in the counrty, 

\ did not fink under this misfortune, ^e confulted her 

. friend Mr. Gufthart ; and having, by his advice, 
mortgaged her moiety of the farm, repaired with her 
family to Edinburgh ; where fhc lived in a decent fru- 
gal manner>till her favourite fon had not only finiihed 
his academical courfe, but was even diflinguiihed 

] and patronized as a man of genius. She was, herfelf, 
aperfon of uncommon natural endowments; pofTefled 
of every fecial and domeflic virtue ; with an imagi- 
nation, for vivacity and warmth, (carce inferior to 
her fon*s, and which raifed her devotional exerdiies 

' to a pitch bordering on enthufiafin. 

But whatever advantage Mr. Thcm/i/t might derive 

J from the complexion of his parent, it is certain he 

owed much to a religious education j and that his 

early 
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tarly acqaainUnce-with the facred writings. cpntri« 
buted greatly to thax/Mme, by which hi* works wilt 
be €i^v ever diitingaiihed. In his firH piec«s> t{ie ^ia- 
Jfiiu, we fee him at once afTume the znAJ^ftic freedonv 
of anEa^ern writer; feizing the gra>Bdliixiages as they 
life, cloathipg them in his owA expre^ive language^ 
and preferving, throughout, .^ the grace, the variety,, 
and the dignity which belong to a ju4 compofitioA i 
unhurt by the fliffiaefs of formal method* 

About this time, the flady of poetry was becomec 
. general in Scotland^ the beft Englifl) authors being; 
tuiiverfally read, and imitations of them attempted* 
Mdifin had lately difplayed the beauties o{Milion^% 
ii^mortal work ; and his remarks on it^ together with 
Mr* F9pi^% celebrated 4^> bad opened the way to 
an acquaintance with the bed poeta. and. critics.. 

'• BtJT the moft learned critic is not afways die bed 
Judge of poetry \ taile being a gift of nature, the 
Want of which, Jrijhtk and B^ffk cannot fupply ; nor 
even the ftudy of the beft originals, when theseader's 
i&culties are net' tuneJ in a certain eonfonance to thefa 
of the poetr and t^is happened ey He the cafe with 
certain learned gentlemen, in«o whofe hands a few of 
Mr. Tbomfon'i firft efTays* had fallen. Some inaccu- 
racies of ftile, and thofe luxuriancies which a young 
writer can hardly avoids lay open to their cavils ^d 
Cenfure j ib far indeed they might, be. competent} 
As judges : 
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judges : but the fire and entSmfiifiti oftSie potthkA 
entirely efcapedtaicirnotice. Mr.f'.^w»^, howfver^ 
confciodsof his ownlhfengthywas not difebtiraged by 
this treatment ; tfpeddly as he had Ibtne fiiends on 
whofe Judgmeht he codd better rely, and whoihoaght 
t&ry diiFcrcndy of his pedbrmances. Only, fiom 
that time, he began to turn his views t!Ofw^<A»Lomkm ; 
Ivhere Wcirks of geitltis may always expeft -a -candkl 
reception aftd dflC encoifragtement; andtmacddent 
foon after endrely det^i^ned him to try his fortune 
there. 

Thb divinity chair it EMmkw^ was then fiil«d by- 
the reverend and learned Mr. HoMiikaff; a gentleman, 
nniverially reQsedled and beloved ; and who jijid .. 
jMuticalarly cndaared himlelf to dife young dkinfeft:! 
under his care, by his kind offices, hi^ candor and 
affability. Our author had attended his ledures for 
afaoot a year, when there was prefcribed to him fox 
the fttbje£): of an exercife» a Pfalm, so which th«*, 
power and mi^efty of God are celebrated. Ofthia 
p&Imhegaveapan9h^afeand}Uiiftratuui»as thenar 
tiii^e of Acexercife required ; but in aililefo highly/ 
poetical at furpmed the whole audience. Mr*) 
HamkoBy as his cuftom was, oompliBKenied the ora-, 
tor npon his performance, and pointed pat id the 
ftndeatt the moil mailerlyftrikii^ parts of k$ b«ta^ 
laft, tnniing to Bdr. ^hoi^fim^ he told him» ^inUiag^ 
that if 1« thobgte of bfiilg «ii^ inihe 1)^^ 

muft 
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mdk keep a ftrider rein upon his imaginadon, and 
cxpteTs himfelf in Jangnage more intelligible to an or« 
dinaiy congregation* 

Tm$ffmUe. f^MiAt tpttllteftuMi»lballu$er« 
pe6Ut]pAs horn tbe ft«4y x>f toeolpgy mght be veiy 
px«eaiJoas ; tven thoogb die C^&arr^^ h^ been n&oi^ 
iiifi«e choice than pnobsib]/ it w;ia* Sotjia(having» 
ibon after* receired fome enoooiagement from a la4r 
joEqwsiity, a fiiend pf his mother's^ then in lon^m^ 
<he jfoickly prepared himfelf for his jonrne/* An^ 
although thia^nconragement ended in nothing bene-^^ 
ficial, it fixved fyr the prefeat as a good pretext, tf> 
coTer the ixnpnulcouce of committing himfelf to thp 
mde worlds unfriended 4iiid onpatroniacd* imd wltl^ 
the ilender ftock of money he was the» poSS^Iki of» 

But his merit did AOt long 1/e ^concealed. Ifr,. 
Tcrhs, aftenwds Lprdl^fidentpf the Seffion, then 
attending the femceofParliament, Imving (eena fpe* 
cimen of 'Mr. Tb^mfiifz poetry in Scttiand^ received 
ftftm very IdniiByy andtecommcnded hamto ibme of 
1u8 liiends : particidarly to Mr. Aikmawy, who lived in 
great intianacy With many perlbns of diftmgaifted 
sank and wondk.. 'Tfaisgentfleman,^ from aconnoifletir 
in painting, was become a profefs'd painter ; and his 
^tttfteMng Bo4efs jnft and ^Ikaie in the kindsed a|t 
«if defcrfpdive-peetry, ^an^n hi84N«n, no wondm 

A 6 Whar 
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jWJbat a. warm return he met with, ai^d how Mr. 
Thom/jn was aiFedled by his friend's premature death^ 
appears in the copy of verfes which he wrote on that 
occalion. 

- In the mean time, our author's reception, where- 
ever he was introduced, emboldened him to rifque 
the publication of his ^/»//r ; in which, ashim-^ 
felf was a mere novice in fuch matters, he was 
Icindiy affiAed by Mr. Mar/A/, then private tutor to his 
Grace tHe Duke of Montr efiy and his brothet the 
tord G»orge Graham ^ fo well known afterwards as an 
able and gallant fea officer. To Mr. MaJUt he like- 
wife owed his firft acquaintance with feveral of the 
wits of that time ; an exadl information of their cha- 
Vaflers, perfonal and poetical, arid how they flood 
afffefted to each other. ■ . * 

The Poem of Winter^ publifhed in March 1 7 26, 

was no fooner read than univerfally admired : thofe 

only excepted who had not been ufcd to feel, or to 

look for, any thing in poetry, beyond a pmnt of fati- 

rical or epigrammatic wit, ^ fmart antifhifis jichly 

trimmed with rhime, or the foftnefs of an elegiac com,- 

plaint. To fuch his manly claffical ipirit could not 

readily recommend itfelf ; till after a more attentive 

.perufal, th^ had got the better of their prejudices^ 

:and either acquired or affected z, tru^r* tafte. A few 

xthexa flood aloof» mefejy bj?Caii^ ibfsf iiad. l«fl^ her 

; ^' 4 ' fore 
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•fore fixed the ardcles of their poeticti creed, and re- 
fig&fid: themielves to an abfolate defpair of ev^r feeing 
any thing new and original.. Thefe i^ere. ibm^what 
mprtlfiedto find their notions. diilarbed bj the appear'- 
ance of a poet, who Teamed to owe nothing but to 
toature and his own genius. . But, in a fhort dme» 
the applaufe became unanimous ; every one wonder- 
ing how fo many pidures, and pictures fo familiar, 
fhould have moved them but faintly to what they felt 
in his defcriptions. His digreffio'ns too, the overflow- 
ings of a tender benevolent heart, charmM the reader 
no lefs; leaving lum in. doubt, whether he fhould 
more admire the Poet^ or love the Man* 

From that time Mr. Thom/on^s acquaintance was 
courted by all men of taAe ; and feveral ladies of high 
rank and diftinddon became his declared patronefTes ; 
the Counteis oi Hertford ^ Mifs D^tlincourf^ afterwards 
Vifcountefs Primruft^ Mrs. Stanley^ and others.. But 
the chief happinefs w^ch his Winter procured him 
was, that it brought him acquainted with Dr. Rundle^ 
afterwards Lord BifHop oiDeryf: who, upon convert- 
> in|; with Mr. Thmfon, and finding in him qualities 
greater ftill,and of more value, than thofeof apoet, 
"received him into his intimate confidence and friend- 
ship ; promoted his charadter every where ; intro- 
-dUced him to his great friend the Lord Chsncel- 
^]or falb^ti and, ibme years after, when the eMeft 
^on x>f that noUemanrwa^tanukd his iamrxS Cravel- 
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JBagf teaommeBiti Mr. Thm/§n b$ a jpopcr 
jmuoB 6x ItiiBu Hii BfRadion and gratitiide to Dr. 
Rundte, and hh indignation at fiie treatnent that 
worthy prelate liad met with, tire -finely expreifed in 
his poem to the memory of Lord Taibot. The true 
cauft of thatimdeferved treatment has been iecrete'd 
from the pnWc, as well as the dark mancfun^ra that 
were employed : but lAuThomfin^ who had accefi t6 
the beft information, places it to the account of 

*Sland$r6as xeaf, and foUtics tftfirm^ 
Jealeui rfnjtmA, 

♦ 
Meamwhili, onr poet*s chief care had been, m 

ivtum ferdie pabKc &T0ur, to finifli the plan which: 

their wiihes laid out for him ; «nd the expeiftattooB 

which his' Winter had railed, were fally fatisfied 

liy the fttcoeffire pabficsdon of the other Seafini : cff 

Bimmrf in the year 1727 ; ofS^ria;, in the begia^ 

lungof the following year; an4of j#tf/M«mr^ ina ^ oarto 

edition of his work^, printed la 1750* 

In that e&ion, the Stafins are placed in their na^ 
taral order ; and crowii'd with that inimitable Hym9, 
in which wr view them in their beautiful fucceffion^ 
at «M mfkoUf die imm^iatf eSt&Jof iafiaite Ptwer and 
Otttkefi:. IttJflMCalB0itt>ftheHehf0wBaid»aDjBat«i9 
i».caiUibMk<o do JMa^ge.tO'ltoCie^ aadthe^ 
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^ad«r is kft e&MfCilr'd im fient adcavlaflB ani 

praife. 

Besiou theft, MndhoMMg^ cfS^Jhmifi0r^tiit^ 
Ml, and mBtod widi appfaurfe^ in theyear 17S99 Ifr* 
ri&0«i^]iad,ifi 17*7, poUifliedlicapfltti tatkcli»- 
m^gy of So IJkmcMmftmf^iktmliuAYiecttUicoA^ 
taifiii^ « ifikrvci ^afloiiikm of Aat inconparabfe 
jaan, with an aocowia «f hit chief xiiUbovadet ; Aip- 
bHmdiy poetical; -vki yet ib jiift» that an i ^ f en iona 
iore^fiier, AfC Coimt Ji^ntii^ takes a fine of k 6r 
the aext of iua phttofephical dialogaet^ // Nekimtmm 
mfmo per li Jam$ : this was in part owing to the affi£* 
ta|ice he had of Us ^xiend Bfr. Ormj, a gendemao 
well verfed in the Wna^^nhm nthfyphy. who, on diat 
<Kxafion> gave him a Tevf exaft^ tfiocighgaieral, ab» 
fcaft of Its prindiples. 

That fiMtteyeair, ^e •etetncntof our mevthaiic^ 
-fMrthe^terrupcimi of ^^tradc% tiie^oMr^d ia 
Jtmi n^, Tiuniiig tery^ugh, Mr. f^i^osr^ seaionSy 
took fpotitt it; iepid wrote his poem Srrtamaa, tK> 
Mlire«4riMkittiitO]f%y^ajg|b. ^d idtSioiigA diis piece 
^ iSie leftM^ diae k^^dbjeiSb was bat aocMentid and . 
timipanay ; ilbe'^^nted genekoas femiaieida^iat en* 
fMiit,«annoi«rMoiitOf fealon: theywBifltt'kaftfO* 
«iaiar>a ta ^M M MBeatof 4iitet JOvt 4tf lito- ww ai tiy , that^N 
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Xhe perfe^ion of virtue, amd which none eyrtr fctt 
more pure, or more intenfe, than himfelf. • 

• Ou R author's poetical ftudies were now to b^ in* 
te^rupted, or rather improved, by bis attendance On 
-the honourable Mr. Char/gj Talbot ih Ins traveh. A 
delightful taflc indeed! endowed as that young 
nobleman wa» by nature, and accomplifhed by the 
care and example of the beft of fathers, in what- 
•ever could adorn humanity : graceful of perfon, de- 
-gant in manners and addrefs, pious, humane, gene- 
Tous ; with an exquifite tafte in all the finer arts. 

, . With this amiable companion and friend, Mr. 
.7h9tnfin vifited moft of the courts and capital cities of 
,£urofi ; and returned with his views greatly enlarged ; 
not of exterior nature only, ai|d the works of art, but 
^ of human life and manners, of the conftitution and 
j>olicy of. the ieveral ftates, their connexipns, and 
, their religious inftitutions. How particular and judi- 
cious his ob&rvations were, we fee in his j^mof 
. Liberty, begun foon after his return t^^E§^lf^%d. .We 
fee, at the fame time, tq wh^ .a high piteh his love 
jof hiB country was raifed, by tbe compsyiioQa be bad 
^1 aloi^ been making of our happy wdlrpoifed 
^vernment with thofe of other nations. . To Umpire 
Jiis feUow-fubjea^ with. the Uke fentuQentf.; wd.to 
. fliew than by what aieaifS' Ae pr^ciAus fi««dom we 
< enjoy 
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enjoy may be preferved, and how it may be abufed 
or loft ; he employed two years of his life in compoll 
ing that noble work : upon which, confcious of the 
importance and dignity of the fubjedl, he valued him- 
"fclf more than upon all his other writings. 

Wh ILE Mr. f bom/on was writing theFirfl Part of 
Liberty^ he received a fevere fhock, by the death of 
his noble friend and fellow traveller : which was 
foon followed by another that was ieverer flill» 
and of more general concern ; the death of Lord 
Talbai himfelf; which Mr. Tbom/on fo pathetically 
' and fb juftly laments in the poem dedicated to his 
memory. In him, the nation faw itfelf deprived of 
* an uncorrupted patriot, the faithful guardian of their 
' rights, on whofe wifdom and integrity they had 
founded their hopes of relief from many tedious vexa- 
tions: and Mr. Thom/o'^y befides his ihare in thegenc- 
' ral mourning, had to bear all the afflidUon which a 
heart like his could feel, for the perfon whom, of all 
mankind, he moft revered and loved. At the fame 
time, he found himfelf, from an eafy competency, 
reduced to a ftate of precarious dependance, in which 
he pafled'the remaindelrof his life; excepting only the 
two kft years of it, during which he enjoyed^ the 
place of Surveyor-General of the £^^u>«r^ IJUrnds, 
procured for him by the generous friendihip of my 

Xmme* 
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Immediatii^v upon his return to England with 
Mr. Talbot f the Chancellor had made him his fecre- 
fary of Bt iefs \ a place of little attendance, fuiting 
his retired indolent way of life, and equal to all hia 
wants. This placeiel} with his patron ; and although 
the noble Lord, who fbcceeded to Lord Tatbot in of- 
fice, kept it. vacant for fome time, probably till 
Mr. ^bom/on fhould apply for it, he was fo difpirited, 
and fi) lifUeis to tvery concern of that kind, that he 
never took one fiep in the affair : a neg^eA which his 
Beit friends greatly blamed in him. 

Yet could not his genius be deprefled, or his tern- 
. per hurt, by this reverie of fortune. He refumed^ 
with time, his ufual chearfulnefs, and never abated 
One article inhis way of living; which, though fimple, 
was genial and elegant. The profits ariiing from his 
works were not inconiiderable ; his tragedy of Jlgst-^ 
numnon^ aded in 173^9 yielded a good fum ; 
Mr. MiUar was always at hand, to anfwer, or 
even to prevent, his demands ; and he had a friend 
ortwobefides, whofe hearts, he knew, were not con- 
tradted by the ample fortunes they had acquired ; 
who would, of diemfelves, interpofe, if they (aw any 
occaiion for it. 

BvT his chief dependance, during this long 
interval, was on &e prote6iion-and bounty of His 
Rtyal Hi^buffi Frboerxc Prince of ff^ales ; who, 

upon 
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upon the reconuneAdnuoii of Lord Lyulton^ then 
his chief favottnte» fettled on hixi a handfome aU 
lowance. And afterwards, when he was intro- 
duced to His Ro^al H^nefs, that excelknt princ<£» 
who truly was what Mr.. 7^;f^0 paints hinif tbi 
frUni cf moMiuui «W ^nur//, receired hijn very grar 
cioufljv and over aftarhoBOured him with many marks 
of particular fiivour and coii£deaoe. A cirounilanGO, 
whijch does et^asl honour to the patxoa and the poet» 
PUgbt not h«re to be omitted i that my Lord Ljete/r 
r#it*s recommeiidlition came akogether uaibllicited» 
sudloftgbi^lRmMr* STAtf^t^ewaaperimallykaowikW 
him. 

It happened, however, that the favour of his 
Royii VBeguiA was in me iniance of ibme ptejn- 
dkeiooaraatlHir; intiiertfafalof aliceaoeibrhk 
trtgbdy of i?4^wAMr«nd EUoff^rM, wfaidi he had pr^ 
)>aredlbr diefti^ in the year 1759, Tliefeadar 
tttfy 1^ ^t <hi8 ffky oontains not a line ^pHuch 
^cottld jefHy give offisnce ; bat the mini#ry, fBIl ibre 
from certain p a fq n inades, whidi had lately prodiieed 
the ftagt'Sft ; and as little fatrsfied with Ibme parts of 
the prince's polMcal conduct, as he was with their 
management of the public affairs ; would notiifqim 
the reprefentation of a piece written under .hii^- 
ey«, and« ^ey mijht probably thinks by his com* 
maad. 

Tai$ 
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This refufal drew after it another ; and in a way^ 
which, as it is related, was rather ludicrous. Mr* 
Patit/on^ a companion of Mr. 7bomfoit^ afterwards his 
•<///a/yandthenhisy&ff(^-inthegcneral-ftirveyorfhip, 
. ufed to write out fair copies for his friend, when fuch 
were wanted for the preft orfor the ftage. This gentle- 
man likewife courted the tragic miife ; and had takea 
for his fubjeft, the ftory of Amuniut the German hero^. 
But his play, guiltlefs as it was, being prefentlJdfor 
a licence, no fooner had the cm/or caft hi» eyes on the 
hand-writing in which he had ieen E^war^ sokd 
^Mliworfff than be cried ou|, Aw^y with it ! and the 
author's profits were reduced to what his bookfeltei* 
could afford for a tragedy in diftrefi* 

Mr»* 7bo)fyW9 next dramatic performance wa» 
the Mm/que of Alfrid\ .writtdi» jointly with Mr. 
.M4^U by command of the Prince of ll^ales^ for the 
•entertainment of His 'Royal Highneftt court, at his 
.fummer-refidenoe. This piece, with fome^lt(cratk>ns, 
•and the mu£c new, has been fmce brought upon the 
llage by Mr. Ma' Jet: but die edition we give it 
from the orighalf as it was a£ied at Qifii^n, in the 
.year 174Q, on the birth-day. of Her Royal Highneis 
.the Princefo ^ugufia. 

*In the year 1745, his ^ancrtd and Stgi/munda^ 
'taken from the hOVel in Gt IB/as, was performed with 
apj^aufe ; and from di6 deep romantic diftrefs'of the 
* lovercy 
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lavGctf' continues to draw crowded houTes, The fuc-- 
cefsrof this piece, was indeed enfured from the firfl^ 
by Mr. Garrick and Mrs. CMer, their appearing in 
the principal charaflers ; which they heighten and 
adorn with all the. magic of their never-failing art. 

Hb had,' in the mean time^ been'finifhing his 
CaftU of IndoUnce^ in two Canto's. It was, at firft, 
little more than a few detached ftanzas, in the way of 
raillery on himielf, and on fome of his friends, who 
would reproach hini with indolence; while he thought 
them, at leaf):, as indolent as himfelf. But he faw 
very foon, that thefiibjedl deferved to be treated more 
fcrioufly, and in a ibrm. fitted to convey one of the 
moft important moralleflens. . , ' 

l^k^ftatiza which he lifes in this work is tJiat of 
^pinjiri borrowed from thfe Italian poets^ in 
which he thought rhimes had their proper place, and 
were even graceful : the compafs ofthe ftanasa admit- 
ting an agreeable variety Qf final founds; while the 
fenfe ofthe poet is not cramped of cut fhort, nor yet 
too much dilated : as muft often happen, when it is 
pafcel}ed out into.rhimed couplets; the ufiial mea- 
furj?, iu<5,eed, of our elegy zxiA fating but whkh alf ' 
ways weakens the higlier poetry, and, to a true ear, 
will fometimes give it an air of the burlef^ue. 

Thi s was Uie Idfl; jfiibce Mr^ nnnfin .hjnifelf piib- 

Hlhedji lus Ua^edy 6ir Cfl^wAwr*^ being only pre- 

"-' ' • '•' - '^" ■ pared 
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paredfor the theatre, when a fatd accident robbed the 
world of one of the belt men^ and beft poets> that 
lived in it. 

He had always been a timorous horfeman ; and 
more fo, in^a road were numbers of giddy or unikil^ 
ful riders are continually pacing : to that when the 
weather did not invite him to go by water, he would 
coamionlywalkthediilancebetween£M^a«and^£i&-^ ' 
«!#«</, with any acquaintance that offered) with whom 
he might chat andreft himfelf> or perhaps dinei by the 
way. One fummer evening) being alo^e> in his 
ivalk from town to Hammr/mitb^ he had overheated 
himfelf, and in that condition, imprudently took a 
. boat to carry him to Kenv ; apprehending, no bad 
confe^uenoe from the chUl air on the river, which 
bis walk to his houie^ at the upper end of £r*xii. 
loJUi had always hitherto prevented. Bttt» now, the 
cold had fo feized him* that ne)ct day he found him» 
ifelf ia a high fever, fo much the more to be dreaded 
dut he was of a full habit* This however, by thd 
ufe of proper medicines, was removed^ fo that he 
was thought to be out of danger : till the fine weather 
having tempted him to expofe himfelf once more 
to the evening dews, his fever returned with vio- 
lence, and with ftth lymptoms as left no hopes 
of a cure* Two days had paflbd belbre his re* 
lapfe was known in town ; at kft Mr. Wuhell and 
li^. R$ii^ with Dr. Jrmjbr^ng^ being iniormed of it# 
|)oftedotttatmidnightt6hisaffifiaace:lttt ala$! came 

only 
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only to endure a fight of ill 6dier» Aeaioft lhock<» 
ing to nature, the UA agOMes df thetr beloved Mend. 
This lamented deatk Ka{>pentd ott die 97th day of 



His tcOanentaiy «Bmttaf» vMe> the Lord lyi/iAr 
/0)r, whofecareof our poet's ibrdue and fiuaeoeaftd 
not with his life ; and Mr. Mitcbitt^ a gentleman 
«^[naUf noted fer tbe tralh and oMiftaacjr of Ms ^^ 
«afle fiiendibip»> and Ibv his addsefi and fyint as af 
j^Mkmiiiiflben By their tfuitedsncereft, the orphan 
jilay of GhriiAMa#.waa fafoag^t on the ft^^ to tho 
bet adrantage : ftoHi dM profits of which, 'and dM 
ihk of mttoftticripti, and other efbCb, ^ demands 
were duly fittisfied, and a ha n d feu i e Ibm remitted to 
his fitters. My Lord Zjr//jMrM's fffologue to this piece 
was admired as one of the bell that had ever been 
«wn^iMi i die }KAfi9km it certainly was. The fym* 
parsing audiettce faw that, «fr#» indeed, Mr. ^/« 
was m atf^r ; that the tears he flied, were thoft of 
real friendfldp ttad grief* 

Mr* Thmjin*^ letnaki^ wettt 4epofited sa th^l 
chnrchofJSir&oMe/, under a plain ftoae^ without any 
infeription : nor did las brothi^ poets at all eaeert 
themMves on theoecefiofi* us diey had lately done 
for one who had been the tenor of poeisii aliens life' 
nme* This uence fixniiihed ittatttor tO' one of hie 
fiiends for an excdlent fetiricidtpigratti wUeh wo 

are 
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arc losry we can^t ,gjT(5 :th^ reader* Only one 
gentlemaa, Mr^ Coifim, wlio liad livisd {bme^^time a| 
Sichptot^i but ^brfook.U when. Mr. Tbmii/eH died^* 
wrote an Ode to his memory. Tliis^ for tbeidirge- 
like melancholy 4t breathes^ aiid thewajrnidtt>f ^- 
feaion that Teems to have dilated it; v(re^ftall|itb}(dn 
to the. prefent account. • ^'*' 

Our authochimielfhiAtS) ibmswhereinhis works^* 
^at his exterior was n6tthe moft.promifogv his 
make being rather robuft than graceful : though it is 
known that in his youth he had been thought 
kandfome. His worft appearance wa9» when yOu (aw. 
him walking alone» in a thoughtful mood : but let a 
friend accoft hini> and enter into converfation^ he 
would inftantly brighten in a moH: amiable a{ped, 
his &atares no longer the fame, and his eye darting, 
a peculiar animated fLre. The cafe was much alik& 
in oon^iany ; where, if it wasimixed, or very nume- 
rous, he made but an indifferent figure; but with a 
few fele£t friends, he was open, i^rightly, and enters 
taining. His wit flowed freely, but pertinently, 
and at due intervals; leaving room- for every one to^ 
contribute his^fiuus. Such was his extreme feniibility^ 
fo perfed de harmony of his organs with the fenti- 
ments of his mkid, that his looks always announced^ 
and half expiefled, wh^t he was about to fay ; and 
his voice corjfe^nded^xaflly to the manner and de- 
gree in which he was afield. . This feniibiUtyc had 
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one inconvenience attending it, that it rendered him 
the very worft reader of good poetry : a >««//, or a* 
copy of tame xer^s, he could manage pretty well ; 
or even improve themin the reading: biic a paflage 
of f^irgHf Milfitf or Siaif/^arf, would fometimes 
^nite opprefs him, that you could hear little elfe than 
ibme ill-articulated founds, rifing as from the bottopi 
of hisbreafU 

He had improved his tafte upon the beft originals, 
ancient and modern ; but could not bear to write 
what was not ftri^y his own, what had not more im* 
mediately ftruck his imagination, or touched his 
heart : fo that he is not in the leaft concerned in that 
queftion about the mtrii or Jtmirii oi imitators What 
he borrows from the ancients, he gives us in an avow- 
ed faithful para^rafe or tranflation; as we fee in a 
few paiTages taken from yirgU, and in that beautiful 
picture from Pliny xJtit elder, where the courfe, and 
gradual increafe, of the Nile are figured by the ilages 
of man^s life, 

Thb autumn was his favourite feafbn for poetical 
compofition, and the deep fllence of the night, the 
time he commonly chofe for fiich fiiidies ; fb that he 
would often be heard walking in Ids library, till near 
morning, humming over, in his way, what he was to 

corred and write out next day. 

— •-•'■ .» 

^^ Vol, L % - Thb 
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natural ]iiftQiyi.¥Qf4^d^ and th< tdationa of travek 
fers, th^ meft mthentic he £0al4 procme i and had 
)kis iitii^tkMi favoured k^ he woald certainly have ex** 
celled in gardenings, agricukure, and every rmral im** 
Movement and exercile. Al^]IXMighheperfi)r|nedoi» 
M ^drutnent, he w]3s.paffieiiatiely.fondof mufic, and 
tvould fometimes liflen a full hour at his udndew. to 
the nightingales in Richmond g2LtAtns* While abroad, 
he had been greatly diQlig^ed wi^ ^e regular /#tf)ta« 
drama, fiich as Metaftaji^vin^s^ j as it ifi there heigh* 
lencd by the chamw of the beft voices and inftrU'* 
ments ; and looked upon our theatrical entertainments 
as, in one refpe^, naked and imperfe£t> when com- 
pared with the ancienfi or with thoft of Itaiy; wi(K- 
ing fometimes that a charuj^ at leaft^ and a better ^^ 
citati'vei could be introduced* 

No a wl^ his faile lefs eocquifite in the arte of paint* 
hgp fiulpturii and ofMtt^ru In his traiiels, hc| 
had feen all the mpft celebrated monuments of anti^ 
quity, and the beft produ^ons of modern art ; and 
fiudied them fo miniiteiy^ and with fo true a judg-* 
lnent» that'in.fbme^ hia defcription^i in the poem 
tfLihrtyi we have th^ mafler-pieces there mentioned 
placed in a (Ironger light perhaps than if we faw them 
with our eyes ; at leaft more juftly delineated than in 
any other account extfmt : ^ fuperipr is 9, n^ti^ral talt^ 
of the gran J and Itauiiful^ te the traditional leiTons 

: . or # 
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of a caantton tMntmrfo* liisrcollefibidii of jitints^ anti 

* IcHne drawings ffbm tke &Btiqiie» are now ia tbe fof- 
feffion of his Iriend Mr. Qntf 6i Bicbm99td HtiL * 

As for bis more diftiagiuihiag qiialUieii of MWatid 
' h$ttft^ they are bfc^ter x^prefented ili^hi^ ^ritihgSi tkHn 
. they <;aB be by the pea of {my i>iog2^^^her.- .nT^ere* 
his loTe of maakindy of hiscouiiitry^dtfr'ielKi^-; -his 
devotion to the Supnme Biitrg, {bu^dei on the mf^ 
devated and jofb oonceptions of his operations at^d 
pfovideace, fhineoHtin every pag^. ^-So i^nbedip^ded 

* vi^ his tendpToejft t^f hearty that dt Hi^f^kln even die 
. bftt^e ci«e«4io]i -if^^i^'wh^ k niuft 'have been ^m^4^ 
\ his. own ipecios*. ^e is fiot indeed knOwn^ thr04i^ 
: hitf 'wl^ole U&s tp hiive given any^^iarli»i oj^e mX^.eftif s 
, |>aiD; by hit wiifiiogs or otherwi^. He took no part 

ia the poeticai ^uabbks which kapf^nedan his time ; 
and was reii>e£ted and left uncm^rbed by hoth iidep. 
He would even refuie to take offeowe when Ke juiUy 
.might ; by interryptir^g any perfonal ftory thfrt^Wfis 
brought him^ vnth A>];ne Jeft; or fome hmnoroi^^pp- 
logy for the offender. Nor was he .ever ^6en ri>fRed 
or difcompofedy but when he read or heard of fome 
flagrant inftance of injuftice, oppreflion, or cruelty : 
then, indeed, the ftrongeft marks of horror and in- 
dignation were vifible in his countenance. 

These amiable virtues, this divine temper of mind^ 

did not fail of their due reward. His friends loved 

a 2 him 
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liim with an enthuflaftxc ardor, and lamented bis un- 
tiisely &te in the manner that is ftill frtOx iaxTexy 
one's memory ; the beft and gre^teft inen of his time 
honoured him with their friendfhip and protedion ; 
fhe applemfe of the public attended every ip^arance 
he made ; the adiors, of whom the more eminent 
were his friends and admirers, grudging no pains t9 
do jufliee to his tragedies. 'At prefent indeed, if 
wcfeiiGept 7tfwr<i/, ihey. are feldom called for; 
the Simplicity of 'his "plots, and the models he 
worked aftei^- not ^uiung the reigning tafle, nor 
the impatience of an Ef^If/k' thtztre. "They may 
hereajlercome to be in vogue : bat we hazard no com- 
ment or eonjadtWVupoh tkcm, or upon: 9nf fiai of 
Mr. T^ii^ff's wbHc^T heiiKer need ^«y. any defence 
or apology, after the reception they have had at home, 
and in the foreign langui^s into which they have 
been tranflated. Wc, (hall onl^ fay, that, ^to 'mdge 
from th^ imit^tj^s pf his nanner, which have be&i 
following him <flofe, from the Very firft pub!ica^ion;'qf 
Wmtify he feems tp have fixed ho incOiiA3eit(ble 
sera of the Englijh poetry. > — . -^ . ^ 
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:', :!;.'By Mr. C O t L'lHS. . ' 
Tii#iib(9eof the followitig (lanzas Ts fuppofed to 

i.." ." "- • ' 
"' ■ " , ' -" ' • . \ 

ITNfy Older grave a Druid lici '-^ '^ ' 

,^ WKw ilowly winds the ftcding wavef ' *' 
Tic year's bfeft fwccts ftall dateoas rife ' ' • ^ ' 
To deck its Poet's fylvan grave t ^ . ^ ' * 

n. 

In yon deep bed of whiip*ring retds 

His airy harp * fliall now be laid. 
That he, whofe heart in A>rrow bleeds, . 

May love tfa^' life t)ie foothing ihade» 

^. The harp of Molv9, of which iec « ^dcriptiMi in the 

CaVtXJB of I«DOtINC*t 

Then 
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nr.' , 

Then maids and yojaths fhall linger here, 
And while its founds at diflance fwell, 

"Shall (^y fccm in Pitj^s ear, ,', 

To hear the Woodland Pilgrim's knell. 

IV. 

ReAiembrancfe 6ft flial! haunt jtlie thorft 

When Thames in fumm^r wreathe i^ 4reft, 
And oft fufpend the da(hing oar 
^ Te hid.hisgentlc ipirit lefbl - •, •. , 



And oft as Eafe and Heal|h retire' 

To breezy. lawn, or fowH <Ieep, .. • 

The ftiead ihall view yon whitening * fjpire^ 
And 'mid.fhe varied landicape weep. 

yi. ' 

But Thou, who..own'il that earthy bed,. 
Ah ! what will every dirge a;lr^ill^ . ., 

Or tears, whi^h LOve «md P*ty Add. , • ' 
That moora beneadi the gliding iul I 

• R I ChmoKd* Church; 
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Vff. 

Yet lives there on^> .whofe hj5c41e6 eye • 
Sh^l fcom thy pale ihriue glivun'ring n^ar f 

With hiin> Iweet bard> n»y Fancy diej^ 
And Joy defert the blooming year* 

But thoo, lorn ftream^ whofe fullen tide 
No fedgc-crown'd Sifters now attend. 

Now waft me from the green hill's fide 
Whofe cold turf hides the buried friend ! • 

IX. 

And fee, the fairy vafieys fade> • 

Dun Night has veii'd the iblemn.'view t 

Vet once again^ dear parted Ihadp. 
Meek Nature's Child; again &ieu ! 

X. 

The genial ineacis si^ign'd to ble(s 
Thy lifej (hall mourn thy early doonii 

iTheir hinds, and Ihepherd-girls Ihall drefs 
With fimple hands thy rural tomb* 

I Long, 
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Long, long, thy fione , and pointed clay. 
Shall melt the mafing Briton's eyes> 

O ! vales, and wild woods, flull He fay» 
In yonder grave Your Druid lies I 
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1^ Tlie Arcumbnt* 

Th/ui/ea propo/iJ. InfcriUd to tbi Ceunt^s 5/*Hart-v 
POUD. The Sea/on is defirihfd as. it OffiSs the vA* 
Hous parts 4f Nature f t^ceniingfrom the hnuer to the 
higher ; ^MtU dtgrejpons arifing from the fubjeSm 
Its inftaence on inanimaie Matter^ on FegetahleSf 
en brute Animals f and laft on Man \ concluding njoitk 
a diffuafi*ve from the wild and irregular pajfion of 
Lovet opp^/id to that of a pure and happy kind. 



S P R IN G. 

COMEygentleSpRiHG, etlterealMildnefsy corner 
And from the bofom of yon dropping cloud. 
While raufic wakes aronndy veil'd in a fliower 
Of ihadowing rofes, on our plains defcend, 

. O Hart FORD) fkted or to ihiiie in couru 5 

'With unaiFeded grace, or walk the plain 
With innocence and meditation join'd 
In foft afTemblage^ liften to my fong. 
Which thy own Seafon paints ; when Nature ibII 
Is blooming and benevolent^ like thee% 1^ 

And fee where furly Winter paffes oiF, 
JFar to the north, and calls his ruf&an blafb : 
His blafls obey^ and quit the howling hill. 
The fhattered foreft, and the ravag'd vale ; 
While fofter gales fucceed, at whofe kind totidt, i j; 
Diflblving fnows in livid torrents loft, 
The mountains lift their green heads to the fk^ 

As yet the trembling year is unconfirm'd> 
And Winter oft at eve refumes the breeze. 
Chills the pale morn^ and bids his driving doct^ 20 
Deform the day delightlefs : fo that fcarce 
The bittehi knows his time, with bill ingulpht 

B 2 To 
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To fhake the founding marHi ; or from the fliore 

The plovers when to fcatter o'er the heath. 

And ling their wild notes to the liftening wafle. 2§ 

' At laft from ^ries roUs the bounteous An, 
And the bright Bui/ reccivts him. Then no more 
Th* expanfive atmofpherc is cramp'd with cold ; 
But, full of life and vivifying foul. 
Lifts the light clouds fublime, and fpreads them thin, 30 
Fleecy and white, o'er all-furronnding heaven. 

Forth fly the tepid airs ; and unconfin'd. 
Unbinding earth, the moving foftnefs ftrays. 
Joyous, th' impatient hnfbandman perceives 
Relenting Nature, and his lufty fteers 55 

Drivesfrom their ftalls, to where the well-us*d plough 
Lies in the furrow, loofened from the froil. 
There, unrefufing, to the harnefs'd yoke 
They lend their fhoulder, and begin their toil, 
Chear'd by the fimple fong and foaring lark. 40 
Meanwhile tncnmbent o'er the fliining fhare 
The mafter leans, removes th* obftrudling clay. 
Winds the whole work, and fidelong lays the glebe. 

White thro' the neighbouring fields the fowerflalks. 
With meafur'd ftep ; and liberal throws the grain 45 
Into the fluthful bofom of the ground : 
The harrow<£)llows harfh, and (huts the fcene. 

Be gracious. Heaven ! for now laborious Man 
JEias done his part. Ye foflering breezes, blow ! 

Ye 
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Ye foftenlng dews, ye tender fliowcrs, defccnd I 5a 

And temper all, thou world-reviving fun,, 

Into the perfeft year ! Nor ye who live 

In luxury and eafe, in pomp and pride> 

Think thefe loft themes unworthy of your ear : 

Such themes as thefe the rural Maro fung 55 

To wide-imperial Rome, in the full height 

Of elegance and tafte, by Greece refin'd. 

In antient times, the facred plough employed 

The kings, and awful fethers of mankind; 

And fome, with whom compar'dyour infed-tribcs 60 

Are but the beings of a fummer's day. 

Have held the fcale of empire, rul'd the ftorm 

Of mighty war ; then, with unwearied hand, 

Difdaiiiing liidc dclicaiiics, fciz'd 

The plough, and greatly independent liv'd* 65 

Ye generous Britons, venerate the plough ; 
And- o'er your hills, and long withdrawing vales. 
Let Autumn ipread his treafures to the fun. 
Luxuriant and unbounded : as the fea. 
Far thro* his azure turbulent domain, 70 

Your empire owns, and from a thoufand fliores 
Wafts all the pomp of life into your ports ; 
So with fuperior boon may your rich foil, 
Exuberant, Nature's better blejQings pour 
O'er every land, the naked nations clothe, 75 

And be th' exhauftleis granary of a world I 

B J No» 
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Nqm onjy thro* the lenxenj air this change, 
Delicious, breathes ; the penetrative fun. 
His force deep-darting to the dark retreat 
Of vegetation, fets the fteaming Poiver Se> 

At large, to wander o'er the vernant earth, 
In various hues ; but chiefly thee, gay Gretfi ! 
Thou fmiling Nature's univerial robe ! 
United light and Ihade ! where the fight dwells 
With growing flrength, and evcr^nev/ delight. 85 

From the xnoift meadow to the withered hill. 
Led by the breeze, the vivid verdure runs, 
And fwells, and deepens^ to the cherifh'd eye. 
The hawthorn whitens ; and the juicy groves 
Put forth their buds, unfolding by degrees, 50 

Tin the \yhole leafy foreft ftands difplay'd. 
In full luxuriance to the figbing gales ; 
Where the deer ruflle thro' the twilling brake. 
And the birds iing ^onceal'd^ At once array'd 
In all the colours pf the flufliing year, 95. 

By Nature's fwift zji^ fecret^working hand. 
The garden glo)ys, and £lls the liberal air 
With layifti fragrance ; jyhile the gromis'd fruit 
Lies yet 9 little ^wbrjro, unperpeiY'4> 
Within its crimfofl ^JAs. Nojy frpnj tjie t9vyif loo 
Buried in bpsf^^ ^d ^P^^f ^ npifopa daijv^s^ 
Oft let me wan4ef p'^r the ^twy ^elds, 
Where freflineis br^atjies, ^44^ ^^^ trcmbJlJig drops 
Fro;u the bent bu(h, as thro' the verdant maze^ 

Of 
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Of r^ct-l)riar l^edges I paH^e.my w^lk ; i.oc 

Or taite the fmell of dairy ; or ^fcend 

Some eminence, August a, in thy plains^ 

And fee the country, hr difFiisM around. 

One boundlefs bl^ufh, one wfiite-eippurpled fhower 

Of jmingled bloilpms ; wher^ th^ raptur'd eye i iQ 

Hurries from joy ^to jcy, and, I^id l>ene{ith 

The faix profufion, yello^ Autupu^ fpies : 

If, bruf^'d from Rufprnn wilds, a pnttii^g gale 
Rife not, and fcatter fh)m his humid wings 
T^e clajomy jnildew ; pt^ dry-blpwlng> brea|l]ie \ i^ 
Untimely fro^ \ bp&re wl|o|e baleful bla|k 
The f^U-'blown Spring thrq' all her folia|;e fl^rinkss 
Joylefs and dea,d, a \yjide-deieftcd wafle. 
for oft, engendered by the hazy i^ofth. 
Myriads ^ p)yxiad^» ^^^ armies yyarp } 20 

Keen in the jgoifon'd bxeej;e ; anfi \y^eful eat. 
Thro' buds and bark, into the blackened core, 
T'heir eager way. A feeble race ! yet oft 
The facred ipi>s of vengeance ; on whofe courfe 
Corroiive famine waits, and kills the year. 1 25 

To check this plague the fltilful farmer chaff. 
And bjazing ilraw, before his orchard burns ; 
Till, all invoiy'd in fmoke, the latent foe 
From every cranny fuffopated falls : 
Or fcatters o'er the blooms the pungent dud ijo 
Of pepper, fatal to tlae frofty tribe : 
Or, whea th' e^ivenom'd leaf begins to curl, 

B 4 With 
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With fprinkled water drpwns them in their nefl ; 
Nor, while they pick them- up with bufy bill. 
The little trooping birds unwifely fcares. 135 

Be patient, fwains ; thefe cruel-feeming winds 
Blow not in vain. Far hence they keep reprefs'd 
Thofedeepeningcloudsonclouds,furcharg'dwithrain, 
That o'er the vafl Atlantic hither borne, 
In endkfs train, would quench the fummer-blaze, 1 40 
And, chearlefs, drown the crude unripened year. 

♦ The north-eaft fpends his rage ; he now fliut up 
Within his iron cave, th* efFufive fouth 
Warms the wide air, and o'er the void of heaven . * 
Breathes the big clouds with vernal fhowcrs dillent. 
At firft a duflcy wreath they feem to rife, 146 

Scarce llaining ether ; but by fwift degrees, 
In heaps on heaps, the doubling vapour fails 
Along the loaded fky, and mingling deep 
Sits on th' horizon round a fettled gloom : 150 

Not fuch as wintry-ftorms on mortals Ihed, 
Oppreifing life ; but lovely, gentle, kind. 
And full of every hope and every joy. 
The wifh of Nature. Gradual finks the breeze 
Into a perfeft calm ; that not a breath 1 5 5 

Is heard to quiver thro' the clofing woods; 
Or ruftling turn the many-twinkling leaves 
Of afpin tall. Th' uncurling floods, difFus'd 
In glafly breadth, feem thro' delufive lapfe - 

Forgetful 
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Forgetful of their courfe. *Tis filence all, 160 
And pleafing expeftation. Herds and flocks 
Drop the dry Iprig, and mute-imploring eye 
The falling verdure. Hufli'd in fliort fufpenfe. 
The plumy people ftreak their wings with oil. 
To throw the lucid moiflure trickling off; 16^ 

And wait th' approaching fign to ftrike, at once. 
Into the general choir. Even mountains, vales. 
And forefts feem, impatient, to demand 
The promisM fwectnefs. Man fuperior walks 
Amid the glad creation, mufmg praife, 17a 

And looking lively gratitude. At laft. 
The clouds confign their treafures to the fields ; 
And, foftly fhaking on the dimpled pool 
Preluiive drops, let all their moiflure flow. 
In large effuflon, o*er the frefhened world. 175 

The dealing fliower is fcarce to patter heard. 
By fuch as wander thro' the fbreft walks. 
Beneath the umbrageous multitude of leaves. 
But who can hold the ihade, while Heaven defcends 
In univerfal bounty, fliedding herbs, iSq 

And fruits, and flowers, on Nature's ample lap ? 
Swift fancy flr'd anticipates their growth ; 
An4> while the milky nutriment diflils. 
Beholds the kindling country colour round. 

Thus all day long tht fuU-diflended clouds 1^5 
Indulge their genial flores, and well-ihower'd earth 
Is deep enrich'd with vegetable life ; 

B 5 TiU, 
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rTiJil, in tbe wf /j;a^ -^f* ^^ ^^P-''^^ ^? 

Looks o|U, pi^algent, from anild tjbi,e ^lafli 

Of broken clouds, gay-ihifting to l^ji^ hsa^. 190 

The rapid radiance inilantaneoi^? flriices 

Th' illainia'd mountain, thro' the fb^eil fireams^ 

^hakes 01^ jt^e Sppds, agd in a yellpjy ;^ift^ 

Far fmoajcing p'^r xh* Interminable plain, 

In twinkUng piypj^s lights the dewy gew- 195 

Moifl, brighjt, and green, the landikip la^gksaroiapd. 

Full f>yeH the woods | their very muiic wakes, 

Mix'd in wild concert with the waxbHng brooks 

Increased, the diflant bleatings of thiS hiUs« 

And hpUow lows refponiive from the vales, zoo 

Whence blendii^ all th^ fwf etfi;ned sfphyr ^rii^^ 

Mean time refradled from yon eailern clott4^ 

Jlellriding earth,. th2 grand ethereal bow 

Shoots uf immenfe ; and every hue unfolds. 

In fair proportion running from the red, 205 

To where the viplet fades into the (ky. 

Here, a\yful Newton, the. diflblving clouds 

Fprm, fronting on the fun,, thy ihowery prifm ; 

And to the fage-inftru^ed'eye unfold 

The variouj twine of light, by thee .difclos'd 210 

From the white mingling maze. Not fo the boy ; 

He wondering view5 the bright enchantment bend, 

Delightful, o'er the radiant fields, and' runs 

To c^tch A« ftlli^glgjftry j but.^^iz'd 

li^hoU^ Ih' s^TJ^u&ye arcb before Imn ^y> 2 1 j 

Thenvanifhqujte.iway,. ^J nifiht jfucoeeds, 

A foftened 
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A foftened ilu^4^> a»4 faturated e^rth 
Awaits the ippToipg-bcam* tQ ^ive to light, 
^ais'd thro' tei^ thpafand dilFerent plailic ti)t>esj 
The balmy treafures of th<^ fyjv^V is^y ^^9 

Tjf^N fpring the Hying herbs, profufcly wild. 
O'er all the 4eep-green earth, beyond the power 
Of botanifts to number up their tribes : 
Whether he deals along the lonely dale,, 
In filent fearch ; or thro' the ibreft, rank: 225: 

Widi what the dull, incurious weeds account, 
Burft^his blind way ; P^ climbs the mount amTroeki^. 
Fir'd by the nodding verdure of its brow. 
With fuch a liberal hand has Nature J^nng 
Their feeds abroad, blown them about in wihds,- 
innumerduj mix'd them with the nur&ig moldy 2 ^t^ 
The moiftcning ^Ufrent,.a|i4 prolific rain.. 

But who their virtoes can declare ? who pierce,. 
With vifioB pure, into thefe fecret ftorcs 
Of healtk, and life, and joy I the food of Man, 235^ 
While yet he liv'd in innocence,, and told 
A length of golden years ; unflefh'd in bloody, 
A ftranger x6 tko favage arts oif life,. 
Death, rapine, carnage, .forfeit, anddiieafe ; 
The lord, and not the tyrant, of the world. 2j^q> 

The firft/refh dawn then wak'd the gladdened race:- 
Of uncorrupted Man, nor blufli'd to fee 

. B 6 The: 
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The fluggard (teep beneath its facred beam : - 

For theii* light llumbcrs gently fiimM away ; 

And tip they rofe as vigorous as the furi, 245 

Or to the culture of the willing glebe, * ' 

Or to the chearful tendance of the flock. 

Meantime the fong \yent round j and dance and {port, 

Wifdom and friendly talk, fucceflive, Hole 

Their hours away : while in the rofy vale .250 

Love breath'd his infant fighs, from anguifli £xec. 

And full replete with blifs ; fave the fweet pain. 

That, inly thrilling, but exalts it more. 

Nor yet injurious adt, nor furly deed. 

Was known among thofe happy fons pf Heaven ; 25^5 

For reafon and benevolence were law. . 

Harmonious Nature too look'd Cniling on. 

Clear (hone the ikies, cool'd with eternal gales^ 

And balmy fpirit all. The youthful fun 

Sh9t his beil rays, and iliil.the gracious clouds z6o 

Drop'd fatnefi down ; a» o'er the fwelling mead,. . t 

The heids and flocks^; commixing, play'd fecure*. // 

This when^ em^gent from the glpomy wood. 

The glaring Jion faw,. his horrid heart 

Was meekened, .and he join'd his fallen joy. 265 

For mnfic held the whole ia perfect peace : 

SoSt figh'd the flute ; the tender voice was. heard. 

Warbling the varied heart ; the woodlands round 

Apply'd their quire ; and winds an,d waters flowed 

In confonance^ Such were thofe prime of days. 27^ 

Rut 



S P R I N G. 13 

But now thofewiifte unblbmifhM manners, whence 
The ifabliiig poets took thteir'golden age. 
Are found no more ahud thefe iron times, 
Thefe dregs of life! Now the diflemper'd mind 
Has loft that concord of harmonious powers, 275 
Which forms the foul of happinefs ; and all 
Is off the poife within : the pa£ions all 
Have burfl their bounds ; and reaibn ha)f exdnd^ 
Or impotent, or elfe approving, fees 
The foul diibrder. Senfelefs, aod deform'd, 280 
Convuliivc anger florms at laxge ; or pale* 
And fileat,. fettles into fell revenge* 
Bafe envy withers at another's joy. 
And hates that excellence iticinnot reaciu 
Defponding fear, of, feeble fancies fiill,. 2S5 

Weak and. unmaply, loofenjs every power* 
Even loveitfelf is bitternefs of foul, 
A peniive anguifh pining at the heart ; 
Or, funk to fordid interefl, feels no more 
That noble wiih, that never cloy'd defire, 2go 

Which, felfifli joy diftlaining, ieeks alone ^ ^ 
To blefs the dearer objedt of its flame. 
Hope fickens with extravagance ; and grief. 
Of life impatient, into madnefs fwjelts ; 
Or in dead filence wades the weeping hours* 29? 
TheJTe, and. a thoufand mixt emotions more. 
Prom ever-changing views of good and ill, 
Formf d infinitely various, - vex the mihd / 

WidiendlefS'ftoFm; whence^ deeply rankling, grows 
- ' The 
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Cold, and ^ert^ag ff?i» /»r ly^fgyaewKs gpp4 > 

Then darl^ diiguft* unfl i^tr«d> wuiiliog .wite9. 

Coward deceit, and ruiKan vidence : 

A^ laft, extin^ each focial feeling, fell 

And joyicfs inhumanity pervades 30c 

And petrifies the heart. Nature difturb'd 

Is 'deemM,' vindidlive, to have cjiang'd'her courfp. 

Hencb, in old duiky time^ a deluge camei 
When th9 4e^-ckft ^fpartisg oxb, xiM arched 
The central waters round,, impetuous ruiL'd, 3 lo 
With univerfal bu^« into tJiegnlpii, 
And o'er >die high^f ti^d hilb ^hsuStxuM eartk 
Wide daih'd^the wffiresr ia unditktioii.Y^f 
Till, from the center to t4ie ftres^ming douds, 
A ihorelefs ocean tumbled round' the globe. 315 

Thb S^fens finfij hay^, «irb ftwyrp* fvw^,. 
/Pifiprefs'i^ a..bjt>k^ij JikPrU : ,tte WJM^ k^A 
Shook for^ bis wdAe f^ (^f^fi ;' ^4 *>1»W*?1' ftl^ 
His peftUentiftltei^tgK firp^t SBri/>g. fefifelft, 
Green'^ §}t j^ y»^ i md{wf^ di\d Uofliefg^ kla^U 
In focial fw^ei^ft* on tk^ fdf*-&ipfi Jion^« 3?i 
Pure \vas tk^ t^mf^mt^ ^ ; an ey^ft »^. 
Perpeti}id rjctgn'd* fxx^ ndut the z^diyrs .Ua^id 
Breath'd.Q^jef th^idae C2rpanib<: fesr tbennocitstutta 
Were taught to Maw, noi; JMicricai^ts tQ rage ; 32$ 

SwelLU 
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SwelPd in 4jbe fjsf, f^i ifsi^t t^ lightning £^h ; 

Whik ^c^ij Sp\Sf» ^ ^^^ ^^^TO^;l frg^i» 
Sung jjLot, f^)^|pg» pn tl^e ^rxn|;s of liff. 
But noMjT, of turlvfl elements the fport,, 330 

From clear to cloudy tpft, from hot to cold^ 
And dry to moift, with inward-eating change. 
Our drooping dajrs are d\yindled down to nought^ 
Their period finifli'd ere. 'tis well begun. 

And yejt the whoiediame hecb negle&eddies ; 53^. 
Though with ihe pa» ea^il^fitting foul 
pf no^runent and he^lthr and vital powers^ 
Beyond tbf ieajxhof art, 'ti^icopious bleft. 
For, jvith^ ravine iit'd, en&hguia'il Man 
Is now become the lion of the plain,. ^46 

And worfe.. The jyotf^ who Geprnttc ni^ly fM 
Fierce dr^s the blcaCing prey,.ne^«r^unk her milk,- 
Nor jwore her warming Aa&c^: nor ha$ the fleer. 
At whofe i^ng chefl the deadly tyger hangs, 
£^^er plowfd*for him.. They too ace tempei'dhigh. 
With hunger ilung and \ii!d necefllty, 3 ^ 

P^qr lodges pdty in their diaggy bre^. 
But J^an,. wjl^pna Nature forjjiid jof uailder clay. 
With every kf ijicj ^motion in Jiis heart, 
And<^t^ij»ghf^ij99e ^yrpepi^yyluie from i^^r lap 35P' 
She pours, ten thoufand delicfcies, herbs,. 
And ^its, as numerous as the drops of rain 
Or beanif th9.t gaye fhem birjth : fhallhe, fair form J 
Who wears ijyeetj^jps, -^dloofes erf6t pn^Hie^yfn, 
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E'er floop to mingle with the prowling herd, 3 5 j 

And dip his tongue in gore ? The beaft of prey, 

Blood-ftain'd, deferves to bleed : but you, ye flocks. 

What tave you done ; ye peaceful people, what. 

To merit jeath ? you, who have given us milk 

In luicious flreams, and lent us your own coat 363 

Againft the winter's cold ? And the plain ox. 

That harmlefs, honed, gailelefs animal. 

In what has he offended ? he, whofe toil. 

Patient and ever ready, clothes the land 

With aU the pomp of harveft ; fhall he bleed, 36^ 

And ftruggling groan beneath the cruel hands 

Even of the clown he feeds ? and that, perhaps. 

To fwell the riot of th' autuqMial feaft. 

Won by his labour ? Thus the feeling heart 

Would tenderly fuggeft: but 'tis enough, 370 

In this late age, adventurous, to have touch'4 

Light on the numbers of the Samian (age. 

High Hba VB N forbids the bold.prefumptuotts fbrain, 

Whofe wifefl wiU has fix'd us in a flate 

That mufl not yet to pure perfe^ion life. 375 

Now when the firil foul torrent of the brooks, 
Swell'd with the vernal rains, is ebb'd away. 
And, whitening, down their mofly-tindtur'd ftream 
Defcends the billowy foam : now is the time. 
While yet the dark-brown water aids the guile, 380 
To tempt the trout. The well-diflembled fly. 
The rod fine-tapering with elaftic (pring, 

Snatch'd! 



S PR IN G. 17 

SnatchM from the hoary fteed the floating line. 
And all thy flender watry (lores prepare. 
But let not on thy hook the tortured worm, 3^5 
Convulfiye, twiil in agonizing folds ; 
Which* by rapacious hunger fwalloVd deep, 
Givesy as you tear it from the bleeding breafl 
Of the weak helplefs uncomplaining wretch, 
Harlh pain and horror to the tender hand, 390 

Wh e n with his lively ray the potent fun 
Has pierc'd the Hreams, and rous'd the finny race. 
Then, iflUing che;u:ful, to thy fport repair ; 
Chief fliould the weilern breezes curling play. 
And light o'er ether bear the ihadowy clouds* 39$ 
High to their fount, this day, amid the hills, , 
And woodlands warbling round, trace up the brooks ; 
The next, pnrfue their rocky-channel'd maze, 
Down to the river, in whoic ample wave 
Their little naiads love to fport at large. 400 

Juil in the dubious point, where with the pool 
Is mix'd the trembling fb-eam, or where it boils 
Around the Hone, or from the hollow'd bank 
Reverted plays in undulating flow, 
Thfre throw, nice-judgiqg, the deluflve fly j 405 
And as you lead^it round in artful curve, 
With eye attentive mark the fpringing game. 
Strait as abqve the furface of die flood 
They wanton rife, or urg'd by hunger leap. 
Then fix, with gentle twitch, the barbed hook : 410 

Some 
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Some lightly tofling to the grafly bank. 
And to the (helving fliore flow-dragging feme. 
With various hand proportioned to their force. 
If yet too young, and eafily deceived, 
A worthlefs prey (carce bends your pliant rod, 4 r ^ 
Him^ piteous of his youth and the ^ort Q>aQS 
He has enjoy'd the vital light of HtzYen, 
Soft difengage, and back into the ilream 
The fpeckled captive throw. But ihould you lure 
From his dark haunt, beneath the tangled roots 420 
Of pendant trees, the monatch of the brook. 
Behoves you then to ply your fineft art. 
Long time he, foUqwiiig cautious, (etms the fly ; 
And oft attempts to feize 'it, but a« oft 
Th^ dimpled i|rater {peaks his jealous fear. /^s 
At laft, while haply a'^r the Ihaded fun 
Pa^s ii cloudy he deviate takes the death, 
With/ulkn plunge. At onoe he. darts, along, 
Deep-ilruck, and rqns oot aU the lengthened line; 
Th^n feeksAjB fertheft ooste, the sheltering weed. 
The cavorti'd bank, his old fecure abode ; 431 

And flies aloft, and flounces round the pool. 
Indignant of the guile. With yielding I^and, 
That feels him ftiil, yet to his furious courfe 
Gives way, you, n9w retiring; following now 43 5 
Acrofs the ftream, exhaufl his idle rage :' 
Till floating broad upon his breathlcfs Me, . 
And to his fate abandoned, to the IhcJre 
You gaily drag your unrefifting prize. . 4.30 

Thus 
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Thus pais the teinp.eratebQur^: bat when U^ fun 
Shakesfrom his Aoon-day throne the icatteringclottdss 
EvAn (hooting liiUefs languor thro' the deeps ; 
Then feek the ba^k where flojvering elders c^oud^ 
Where fcatter'd wild the lily of the yale 
Its balmy eiTence breathes, where coy^fUps hai^ff 445 
The dewy head, where purple violets lu.r]c. 
With all the lowly children of Ae (hade : 
Or lie reclin'd beneath yon fpreading ajli. 
Hung o'er the fteep 5 whence, borne on liquid wing» 
The founding culver ihoots \ or wi^ere tji^ h^wk» 
H^^ in the billing cliffy ]^l» ^iry bm^. 45 1 
There let the claflic page thy fancy lead 
7^0' rur^ Ccenes ; fuch as the Mantuan fvMA 
Paints in the ^a^chjie^ ^^ngapny of fong. 
' Or catch thyfelf t^ ]ajp^^, gU4iog fwift 45$ 
Athwart io^Ag^^ujio^'s yjiyid ^y9 ;: 
Or by the yocal ifccods Sj^ W^^^ 1^^^% 
And loft in lonely fliufing, in the drcan^, 
ConfusM, , of carelefs {9^1jLtpde» .whe^e xmx 
Ten thoufand w^dejing ji^a^es of things, 460 
Soothe every gu^ of paffion into peace j 
All but ^he f>yellings of the foften'd heart, 
That >yal«;en, nQt dillurb, the tranquil mixi^. 

B RiiOLp yon l^r^athii>g f^^^ b^s 1^ ^i^ie 
Throw all )}pr beauty forth. But who C9^ paijajt 465 . 
Like Nature ? Can imagination boaft. 
Amid its g:xy crvation, hues like hers ? 

Or 
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Or can it mix them with that matchlefs fkill^ 

And lofe them in each other, as appears 

In every bud that blows ? If fancy then 470 

Unequal fails beneath the'pleafmg talk. 

Ah what fhall language do ? ah where find words 

Tinged with fo many colours ; and who(e power. 

To life approaching, may perfume my lays 

With that fine oil, thofe aromatic gales, 475 

That inexhauflive flow continual round ? 

Yet, tho' fuccefslefs, will the toil delight. 
Come then, ye virgins and ye youths, whofe hearts 
Have felt the raptures of refining love ; 
And thou, Amanda, come, pride of my fong ! 48^ 
Formed by the Graces, lovelinefs itfelf ! 
Come with thofe downcafl eyes, fedate and fweet» 
Thofe looks demnr^, that deeply pierce the foul. 
Where, with the light of thoughtful reafon mix'd. 
Shines lively fency and the feeling heart : 485 

Oh come ! and while the rofy-footed May 
Steals blufhing on, together let us tread 
The morning dews, and gather in their prime 
Frelh-blooming flowers, to grace thy braided hair, 
Andthylov'd bofom that improves' theit fweets. 490 

See, where the winding vale its lavifh ftores^ 
Irriguous, ipreads. See, how the lily drinks 
The latent rill, fcarce oozing thro' the grafs. 
Of growth luxuriant; or the humid bank> 

la 
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In fair profufion> decks. Long let us walk» 495 
Where the breeze blows from yon extended field 
Of blofTom'd beans. Arabia cannot boaft 
A fuller gale of joy, than, liberai» thence 
Breathes thro' the fenfe, and takes the rayifh'd (bul. 
Nor is the mead unworthy of thy foot, 500 

Full of frefli verdure, and unnumber'd flowers. 
The negligence of Nature^ wide, and wild ; 
.Where, undifguis'd by mimic An, fhe ipreads 
Unbounded beauty to the roving eye. 
Here their delicious tafk the fervent bees* 505 

In fwarming millions, tend : around, athwart. 
Thro' the foft air^ jthe bufy nations fly. 
Cling to the bud, and, with inferted tube. 
Suck its pure eflence, its ethereal foul ; 
And oft, with bolder wing, they foaring dare 510 
The purple heath, or where the wild thyme grows, 
;And yellow load them with the lufcious fpoiL 

At length the finifh'd garden to the view 
ItsVtflas opens, and its alleys green. 
Snatch'd thro' the verdant maze, the hurried eye 
Difhiadled wanders ; now the bowerj^ walk 5 1 6 
Of covert clofe, where fcarce a fpeck of day 
Falls on the lengthen'd gloom, protra6led fwecps : 
Now -meets the bending fky ; the river now 
Dimpling along, the breezy ruffled lake, 520 

The foreft darkening round, the glittering fpire, 
Th' ethereal mountain, and the diilant main. 

« 4 But 
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But why fo far excurfive ? when at hand, 
Along tliefe blufhhtg bordera, bright with dew. 
And in yon mingled wildernefs df flowers, 525 

Fair-handed Sfiring tinbofom^ every gruxie ; 
Thrdws out ^e fho^-drop, and the crocus i!rll ; 
The daify, prixbrofe, violet darkly blue. 
And polyanthus of unnnmber'd dyes ; 
The yeHow walMowcr, ftain'd with iton fcrdwh ; 
And lavifli itock that fcent^ the garden rotind : 531 
From the foft wing of vernal breezes fhed, 
Anemonies; auriculas, ehridi'd ^ 

With fhining meal o*er^l their velvet leaves $ 
And full rannnculas, of glowing red. 535 

Then comes the tulip-race, where Beauty plays 
Her idle freaks ^ from family diffused 
To family, as flies the father-dufl. 
The varied colours run, ; and, while the^r h'tak 
On the charm'd eye, th* exulting florift marks^ 540 
With fecret pride, die wonders of his hand. 
No gradual bloom is wanting ; from the bud, 
Firft-born of Springy to Summer's mufky tribes : 
Nor hyacinths, of pureft virgin white, 
Low-bent, and blufliing inward ; nor jonquils, 545 
Of potent fragrance j nor NarciiTus fair. 
As o'er the fabled fountain hanging ftill ; 
Nor broad carnations, nor gay-fpottcd pinks ; 
Nor, fhower'd from every bufh, the damaflc-rofc. 
Infinite numbers, delicacies, fmells, 550 

With hues on hues exprefTion cannot paint. 
The breath of Nature, and herendlcfs bloom. 
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Hail* Source of Bbino! Univbrsal Soujl 
Of Heaven and earth ! Essential Presbkce, hail 1 
To Thee i b««i the knee ; to Thee my thoughts, 
CondhaaU climb ; who» with a ma(ler-hand» 5(^6 
Hail the great whole into perfedion touch'd. 
By Thee the various vegetative tribes, 
Wxapt in a filmy net, and clad with leaves. 
Draw the live ether, aad imbibe the dew : 56^ 
By Thee diipos'd into congenial foils. 
Stands each attradtive plant, and fucks, and fwells 
The juicy tide ; a twining mafs of tubes. 
At Thy command the vernal fun awakes 
The torpid fap, detruded to the root 565 

By wintiy wind^ t diat now in Avent dance» 
And lively fermentation, mounting, ipreads 
All this innomerons-coloured fcene of things^ 

As rifing from the vegetable world 
My theme aicends^ widi equal wing afcend, 570 
My panting Mttfe} and hark, how loud the woods 
incite you faith in all your gUyeft tr inu 
Lend me your Icteg^ ye nightingales I A pour 
The mazy-nmbiag ibul of ffieli»ly 
Into my varied verfe ! while I deduce^ 57$ 

From die firff note the h6!low cuckoo fii^s^ 
The iymphoiiy of Spring, and touch a theriie 
tJakAdwil to Sixae, tii Pajion of thinvis^ 

WflBN 
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When firft the foul of love is fent abroad. 
Warm tHro' the vital air, and on the heart j 80 
Harmonious feizes, the gay troops begin. 
In gallant thought, to plume the painted wing ; 
And try again the long-fbrgotten ftrain, ' 
At firft faint-warbled. But no fooner grows 
The foft infufion prevalent, and wide, 585 

Than, all alive, iat once their joy o'erflows 
In mufic unconfin'd. Up-fprings the lark, - 
Shrill-voic'd, and loud, the meflenger of morn ; 
Ere yet the fhadows fly, he mounted fmgs 
Amid the dawning clouds, and from their haunts 590 
Calls up the tuneful nations. Every copfe 
Deep-tangled, tree irregular, and bufh 
Bending with dewy moiftttre, o'«r the heads 
Of the coy quiriflers that lodge within. 
Are pi:odigal of harmony. The thruih 595 

And wood-lark, o'er the kind-contending throng 
Superior heard, run thro' the fweeteft length 
Of notes ; when liftehing Philomela deigns 
To let them joy, and pnrpofes, in thought 
Elate, to make her night excel nhAr day. 60^ 

The Uack-bird WhiiUes from the thorny brake! ;' i 
The mellow bullfinch aniwers from the grove.: , 
Nor are the linnets, o'er the flowering forze 
Pour'd out profufely, filent. Join'd to thefe 
Innumerous fongflers, in the freihening/fhade 605 
Of new-^rung leaves, their ^nodulajtdns mix 
Mellifluous, The jay, the rook,, the daw, - 

And 
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And each harih pipe, difcordant heard alone. 
Aid the full concert : while the ilock^dove breathe$. 
A melancholy mnrmttr thro' the wholes 6 to 

'Ti8 love Creates their melody^ and all 
This wafie of muiic is the voice o£ love ; 
That even to birds, and beafb> the tender arts 
Of pleaiing teaches^ Hence the gloiTy kind 
Try every winning way inventive love 6i j 

Can di6Ute^ and in coartihip to their mates 
P^our forth their little fouls. Firft» wide aroand» 
With diflant a>^e, in airy rings they rove ^ 
Endeavouring by a thouiand tricks to catch 
The cunning, confcious, half-averted glance 620 
Of the regardlefs charmer. Should fhe feem 
Softening the leaft ftpprovance to beftow. 
Their colours bumifti, and by hope infpir'd> 
They briflc advance % then, on a fudden ftruck, 
Retire diforderM ; then again approach ; 62 j 

In fond rotation fpread the fpotted wing. 
And fhiver every feaAer with defire. 

Connubial leagueis agreed^ to the deep wOOds 
They' hafte away, all as their fancy leads> 
Pleafure, or food, or fecret fafety prompts j 630 
That N A ture's great command may be obey'd t - 
Nor all the fweet fenfations they perceive 
Indulged in vain. Some to the holly-hedge 
Neflling repair, and to the thicket fome j 

Vol. L C Some 
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Some to the rude proteftion of the thorn 635 

Connnit their feeble offspring : The cleft tree 
'"Offers its kind concealment to a few, . 
Their food its infedks, and its mofs their nefb. 
Others apart far in the grafly dale, 
Or roughening Avafte, their humble textureweave. 640 
But inoft in woodland folitades delijght, 
In unfrequented gloom's, or fhaggy .banks, 
•Steep, and divided by a babbling brook, 
Whofe murmurs foothe them all the liv6-long day. 
When by kind duty fix'd. Among the roots 645 
Of hazel, pendant o'er the plaintive ftream, 
They frame the firft foundation of their domes ; 
"Dry fprigs of trees, in artful fabric laid, 
And bound with clay together. Now 'tis nought 
But reftlefs hurry thro' the bufy air, 650 

Beat by unnumber'd wings. The fwallow fweeps 
.The llimy pool, to build his hanging houfe 
Tntent. And often, from the carelefs back 
Of herds and flocks, a thoufand tugging bills 
Pluck hair and wool ; and oft, when unobferv'd, 655 
Steal from the bam a flraw : till fbft and warm. 
Clean, and complete, their habitation ^rows. 

As thus the patient dam aiTiduous fits. 
Not to be tempted from her tender tafk. 
Or by fharp hunger^ or by fmooth delight, 660 
Tho' the whole loofened Spring around her blows. 
Her fympathizing lover takes his fland 

• High 
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High on th* opponent bank, and ceafelefs fings 
The tedious time away ; or elfe fapplies 
Her place a moment, while fhe fudden flits 665 
To pick the fcanty meal. Th' appointed time 
With pious toil fulfill'd; the callow young, 
Warm'd and expanded into perfect life. 
Their brittle bondage break, and come to light, 
A helplefs family^ demanding food 670 

With conftant clamour : O what paffions then. 
What meltings fentiments of kindly care. 
On the new parents feize I Away they fly 
Affeftionate, and undefiring bear 
The moft delicious morfel to their young; 6js 

Which equally diftributed, again 
The fearch begins. Even fo a gentle pair. 
By fortune funk, but fbrmM of generous mold. 
And charmed with cares beyond the vulgar breafl:, 
Inibme lone cott amid the difl^nt woods, 63o 

Suflain'd alone by providential Heaven, 
Oft, as they weeping eye their infant train, 
. Check their own appetites, and give them all. 

Nor toil alone they fcorn : exalting love, 
By the great Father of the Spring infpir'd, 685 
Gives inflant courage to the /ear/ui rstce. 
And to ^tfifrple art. With Wealthy wing, 
V Should fome rude foot their woody haunts moleflf 
Amid a neighbouring buih they filent drop. 
And whining dionce, as if aiarm'd, deceive 690 
C 2 1 Th* 
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Th' unl^eUng fchool^boy. Hence, acound the h^ 
Of wandering fwain* tti« wlike-wing'd plovor wheels 
Ifer foundJBg fiight> and them duefUy on 
In le^g exqurfion flciimi the lev^l kavi^ 
To tempt him from her neft. Tb$ wild-duck> heiice» 
O'er the rough nwfs^ and o'er the irackleis vaSU 6g6 
The heatk-hen fiattersy pious fraud 1 to lead 
'fhe hot purfuii^ f^aiuel fiff atr^« 

Be not the MudEb a&iam'd> here to bemoan 
Her brothers of the gfoiw^ by tyrant Man 700 
Inhuman caught) and in the narrow cage 
FM)m liberty. con&a% and baandlefi air. 
Dull are the pret^ iUve% theobr plmmftge dull* 
Ragged, and all its brightening luftre loA ; 
Nor is thsU; fprightly wildneis in their notes* 705 
Whidb» clear andvigoroosi warbles from the beedu 
O then, ye friends of love and loveMtaught fong» 
Spare the foft tribes, this barbarous art forbear; 
If on your bofom innocence- can wi&i. 
Muiic engage, or piety perifoade; 710 

But let not chief the aightiagale kment 
Her rdn'd care^^too delicately ftam'd 
To brook the harfh coainement of the cage* 
Oft wh^a, returning with her loaded biU^ 
Th' aibniih'd mother finds a vacant ne&t 7^$ 

By the hard hand of unrelenting clowns 
Robb'd, to the gcound the vain provifiQa tijls ; 

I . Her 
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Her pinions ruAe, and low-drooping fcarce 
Can bear the moumer to the popUr ihade ; 
Where, aU abando&M to de^pairi flie fings 720 
Her forrows ihio* the night i aad» on the bough, 
Sok-fittittg, Sill at eTerjr dying fall 
Takes up again her lamentable drain . 
Of winding woe; till, wide, around, the woods 
Sigh to her fong, and with her wail refound. 725 

But nowtke ftather^d^oth their former bounds^ 
Ardent, difdain ; and, weighing oft their wings, 
Demand the free pofleffion of the Iky : 
This one glad office more, and then diilblves 
Parental love at once, now needlefs grown. 730 
Unlaviih Wifdom never works in vain. 
*Tis on fome evening, funny, grateful, mild. 
When nought but balm is breathing thro* the woods, 
Widi yellow luftre bright, that the new tribes 
Vifit the fpacious heavens, and look abroad 75$ 
On Nature's common, far as they can fee. 
Or wing, their range and pailure. O'er the boughs 
Dancing about, flill at the giddy verge 
Their refolution fails ; their pinions ftill, 
Inloofc libration ilretch'd, to truft the void 740- 
Trembling refufe : till down before them fly 
The parent-guides, and chide, exhort, command. 
Or pufli them 6fF. The furging air receives 
Its plumy burden ; and their (elf-taught wings 
Winnow the waving element.. Oi ground ' 745 
' C 3. Alighted^ 
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Alighted, bolder up again they lead, 
. Farther and farther on, the lengthening flight ; 
Till vanifh'd every fear, and every power 
Rouz'd into life and action, light in air 
Th' acquitted parents fee their foaring race, 750 
And once rejoicing never know them more« 

High from the fummit of a craggy clifF, 
ttung o'er the deep, fuch as amazing frowns 
pn utmoft * KildaH fhore, whofe lonely race 
Reiign the ietting fun to Indian worlds, 75J 

The royal eagle draws his vigorous young, 
Strong-pounc'd, and ardent with paternal iire. 
Now fit to raife a kingdom of their own. 
He drives them from his fort, the towering feat. 
Forages, of his empire; which, in peace, 760 

UnftainM he holds, while many a league to fea 
He wings his cottrfe,''and preys in diilant ifles. 

SHouLaJ my fteps turn to the rural feat, 
Whofe lofty elms, and venerable oaks. 
Invite the rook, who high amid the boughs, 765 
In early Spring, his airy city builds. 
And ceafelefs caws amufive ; there, well-pleasM, 
I might the various polity furvey 
Of the mixt houfhold kind. The careful hen 
Calls all her chirping family «roaad» 770 

Fed and defended by the fearlefs cock ; 

• The fartfa«ft of the weftern iflands of Scotland. 

Whofe 
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Whbfe breaft with ardour flames, as on he walks». 
Graceful, and crows defiance. In the pond. 
The finely*checker'd duck, before her train, 
Rows; garri^lous. The ftately-failing fwan 775. 
Gives out his fnowy plumage to the gale ; 
And, arching proud his neck, with oary feet 
Bears ibrward fierce, and guards his ofiier-ifle, 
Protedlive of his young. The turkey nigh, 
Loud-threatening, reddens; while the peacock fpreads 
His every-colour'd glory to the fun, 781 

And fwims in radiant majeHy along. 
b*er the whole homely fcene, the cooing dove 
Flies thick in amorous chace, and wanton rolls 
The glancing eye, and turns the changeful neck. 785 

While thus the gentle tenants of the fliade 
Indulge their purer loves, the rougher world 
Of brutes, below, rufh furions into flame. 
And fierce defire. Thro* all his lufly veins 
The bull, deep-fcorch'd, the raging paffioo feels. 79* 
Of pailure fick, and negligent of food. 
Scarce feen, he wades among the yellow broom. 
While o'er his ample fides the rambling fjprays 
Luxuriant flioot ; or thro' the mazy wood 
Dejedted wanders, nor th' inticing bud 79^ 

Crops, tho' it prefi^s on his carelefs ienfe. 
And oft, in jeatdiM madning fancy wrapt, 
He feeks the fight ; and, idly-butting, feigna 
His rival gor'd in every knotty trunk* . 

C 4 Him 
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Him fhoM he meet, the bellowing war begim : 800 
Their eyes flaih fsary ; to the hoUow'd earth, 
Whence the fand iiet, they matter bloody ietdsy 
Axxi groaning deep, th' impetuous battfe mix : 
While the fair hei/er, balmy-breathing, near. 
Stands Icindling up their rage. The trembling fleed^ 
With this hot imp4lfe feiz'd in every nerve, 806 
Nor hears the rein, nor heeds the founding thong i 
Blows are not felt ; but toffing high his head. 
And by the wclWcnown joy to diftant plains 
Attra6led ftrong, all wild he burfts away ; 810 

O'er rocks, and woods, and craggy mountains flies j 
And, neighing, on the aerial fummit takes 
Th' exciting gale ; then, fteep-defcending, cleaves 
The headlong torrents foaming down the hills. 
Even where the piadnefs of the ftraiten'd ftream 815 
Turns in black eddies round : fuch is the force 
With which his Bkntit heart and finews fwell. 

' .Nor imaelighted by the boundlefi Spring 
Are the broad monfters of the foaming deep : 
From the deep ooze and gelid cavern rons'd, tio 
They Bounce and tumble in unwieMy joy. 
Dire were the ftrain, and difibnant, toftng 
The cruel raptures of the j&vflg« kind } 
How by this flame their native wroth IbUim'd, 
They roam, amid <^ tffy of their heart, ' 82} 
The fhr-refounding w^fi»^m fieroer bands. 
Mi growl their horrii loic»» Bm this tke theme 

I fing. 
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I fingy enraptar'd, to the British FAiRf 
Forbids, and leads me to the motmtiiii-brav^j 
Whisre fits the fliepherd on the grafly turf, $^0^ 
Inhaling, healthlul, the defending fan. 
Around him feeds his many-bieating flock. 
Of various cstdence; and his fportive lambs^ 
This way and that convolir'd, in fri(kful glee,. 
Their frolicks play. And now the fprightly race 83; 
Invites them forth ; when fwift, the fignal g^ven^ 
They ftart away» and (weep the mafly mound 
That niBs around the hill $ the rampart once 
Of iron war, in ancieot barbarous times,, 
When difunitjed Britain ever bled, 849 

Loft in etemaL bioilr: ere yet (he grew 
To this deep-laki indiiibloble ftate. 
Where ^utUh and C^mmsrce li& their goldiea heads ^ 
And o'er our labours^ LUerty kA Lawt. 
Impartial^ "watck ; the wonder of a wodd ! %^^ 

What is this-^cfis^ Breathy, yeiagaiy ikyf 
That, ina.pov9Ci£b)iang8a^r fokotttheaad, 
Isftcufb the lbw!s of heavea. ; and Uitty their bfteaft 
Thefe asts of lote iifiuliB I What,. bnt.Go^i 
Xnfpiring Goo I wi» baBadfe& $|drit aU> 850^ 

And unreiactling Baergy, peryadei, 
ibifafU,. MoKUr aadatgitatat the whcde.. 
He ceafelefr wotki-tfibrr ; aad yet akta 
Seems not tp timtk r wztb fiicfa penMttoB framf d 
is diis complex ^upnih-wii &hcane of tUip, 8$$ 
C s Bttt> 
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But, tho' oonceaPd, to every purer eye 
Th' infbrming Author in his works appears : 
Chief, lovely Spring, in thee, and thy foft fcenes, * 
The Smilinc God is feen ; while water, earth. 
And air atteft his bounty ; which exalts 860 

The brute-creation to this finer thought, 
And annual melts their undefigning hearts 
Profufely thus in tendcmefs and joy* 

Still let my (bng a nobler note aiTume, 
And fing th' infufive force of Spring on Man ; S6^ 
When heaven and earth, as if contending, vye 
To raife his being, and ferene his ibul. 
Can he forbear to join the general fmilc 
Of Ivlature ?. Can fierce pafiions vex his breaf!:. 
While every gale is peace, and every grov€ 870 
Is melody ? Hence ! from the bounteous walks 
Of flowing Spring, ye fi^rdid fons ofearth. 
Hard, and unfeeling of another's woe ; 
Or only lavifh to yourfelves ; away ! 
But come, ye generous minds, in whofe wide thought, 
Ofall his works, creative Bounty bums 876 
With warmeft beam ; and on your open front 
•And liberal eye, fits, from his dark retreat 
Inviting modeft Want. Nor, till invok'd 
Can reftlefs* goodnefs wait ; your adive fearch 88a 
Leaves no cold wintry corner unexplor'd ; 
Like filent-working Heaven, furprisskig oft 
"fh^ londy heart with unexpected good% 
' t "^^ ' For 
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For ypu the. roving fplrit o£ the wind 

Blows Spring abroad ; for you the teeming clouds 

JDefcend in gladfbme plenty o'er the world; 886 

And the fun fheds his kindeft rays for you, 

y^ flower of human race ! In thefe green days. 

Reviving Sicknefs lifts her languid head ; 

Life flows afreih ; and young-ey'd Health exalts 890 

The whole creation round. Contentment walks 

The funny glade, and feels an inward blifs 

Spring o'er his mind, beyond the power of kings 

To purchafe. Pure ferenity apace 

Induces thought, and contemplation dill. 89; 

By fwift degrees the love of Nature works. 

And warms the bofom ; till at laft fubHm'd 

To rapture, and enthufiaftic heat, 

We feel the preient Deity, and tafte 

The joy of God to fee a happy world ! 900 

These are the facred feelings of thy heart. 
Thy heart inform'd by reafon's purer ray, 
O Lyttelton, the friend ! thy paflions thus 
And meditations vary, as at large. 
Courting the Mufe, thro' Hagley Park thou ftrayeft ; 
Thy Brttifi Temfg ! There along the dale, ^906 
With woods o'er-hung,and fhagg'd withmofly rocks. 
Whence oh each hand the guftiing waters play. 
And down the rough cafcade white-dafhing fall. 
Or gleam in lengthened vifta thro' the trees, 910 
Vou fileixt fteal j or fit benealh the fhade 

• C 6 Of 
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Of folmnn oaks, that tuft the fyeiling mounts 
Thrown graceful round by.Nature^s carstefi hand» 
And pehfive liften to the various voice 
Of rural peace : the herds, the flocks, the birds, gr; 
The holIow-wMfpering breeze, the ptaiftt of ritls. 
That, purling down amid the twifled roota 
Which creep around, their dewy murmufs ihak« 
On the footh'd ear. Prom thefe alftllrafted <^, 
You wander thro^ th& philofopkic wwld; 920 

Where in bright train continual wonders rife, • 
Or to the curious or the pious eye. 
And oft, condu)£led by hti^Mic truth, 
You tread the long extent of backward time : 
Planning, with waritx benjevol^nce o£ miikd*, 9^5. 
And honeft zeal unwarp'd by party-rage, 
Britannia's weal ; bow from tli^ v«aal gulph ,. 
To raife her virtue, and her arts revive. 
Or, turning thence thy view, thefe graver thoughts 
The Mefes ch^rm : while» witb (use tailerefin'd^.^jo 
You draw th' inspiring bi^ea^h^ of ajgycieoJ: Cong ; 
Till noUy rifbs, emulous. th.y own. 
Perhaps thy lov'dLuciNOA (hares thy walk. 
With foul to thine attun'd. Then Nature all 
Wears to the lover's eye a look of love ;. 95^. 

And all the tumult of a guilty world,. 
Toft by ungenerous paffiow, fmks ajyay. 
The tender heart is animated, peace ; 
Aad as it pours its copious treafures forth, 
Sfi varied converfe, foftening every theme, 94Q 
You, frequent-pattfing„ turn, and from her eyes,. 

Where 
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Where meekened fenfe, ajid amiable grace. 

And lively fweetncfs dwell, enraptur'd, drink 

That tiametefs ipirit of ethereal ]oy. 

Unutterable happinefs ! which love,. 945, 

Alone^ bellows, and on ^ favoured fenjo. 

Meantime you gain the height, from whofe fair brow 

The burfting profpeft fpreada immenfe aroand : 

And fnatch'd o'er hill and dak, and wood and lawn,. 

And verdantlfield, and darkening heath between, 950^ 

And villages eipbofom'd foft in trees. 

And fpiry towns by furging columns mark'd 

Of houfhold fmoak,. your eye excurlive roams : 

Wide-ib'etching from the i£>//„ia whofe kind haunt 

The HofpkaUe Qtniux lii:^ttS ftiU^, 95 j 

To where the broken lajadAip^by degrees,. 

Afcending, roughens into rigid kills ; 

O'er which the Cambrian mountains,^ like far ctouda 

That fltirt the blue horizon ,^dulky rife. 

Fl us h V by the fpirit of-the gciilat year, 960^ 
Kow from the virg^'s d^eck a fireflier bl«o» 
Shoots, lefe a^ Ic^, the live caniauoA roaad; 
Her lips l^hjfti deepdr lw«e«« ;. flie br^ithes of youth j; 
The fhining moi^ure fwells irito her eyes. 
In brighter flow ; her wiihing bofom heaves,. 965, 
With palpitations wild ; kind tunuilts feize 
Her veins, and all her yielding fouj is love, 
FVom the keen gaze her lover turns away, 
Full of the cUar cxftatic power, and fick 
With fighing languilhmcnt. Ah then, ye feir !: 
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Be greatly cautious of your Aiding hearts : 971 

Dare not th* infectious figh ; the pleading look, 
Down-caft, and low, in meek fubmiflion dreft, 
But full of guile. Let not the fervent tongue. 
Prompt to dciceive, with adulation fmooth, 975; 
Gain on your purpos'd will. Nor in the bower. 
Where woodbinds flaunt, and rofes fhed a couch. 
While Evening draws her ciimfon curtains round, 
Trufl your foft minutes with betraying Ma^. 

And let th* afpiring youth beware of love, 980 
Of the fmooth glance beware ; for *tis too late. 
When on his heart the torrent-foftnefs pours. 
Then wifdom proflrate lies, and fading fame 
Diflblves in air away ; while the fond foul, 
Wrapt iri gay vifions of unreal blifs, 985 

Still paints th' illuflve form ; the kindling grace ; 
Th* inticing fmile ; the modeft-feeming eye. 
Beneath whofe beauteous beams, belying heaven. 
Lurk fearchlefs cunning, cruelty, and death : 
And ftill falfe-warbling in his cheated ear, . 990 
Her fyren voice, enchanting, draws him on 
•To guileful fhores, and meads of &tal joy. 

Even prefent, in the very lap of love 
Inglorious laid ; while mufic flows around. 
Perfumes, and oils, and wine, and wanton hours ; 
Amid the rofes fierce Repentance rears 996 

Her fnaky creft : a quick-returning pang 
iShoots thro' the confqious heart ; where lionour ftill. 

And 
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And great defign,. again!): the oppreffive load 

Of luxury, by fits, impatient heave. looo 

But abfenty what fantaiUc woes, arrousM, 
Rage in each thought, by refUefs mufing fed. 
Chill the warm cheek, and blaft the bloom of life ? 
Negleded fortune flies ; and Aiding fwift. 
Prone into ruin, fall his fcorn'd slSsIxs. 1005 

'Tis nought but gloom around : The darkened fun 
Lofes his light. . The rofy-bofom'd Spring 
To weeping Fancy pines ; and yon bright arch. 
Contracted, bends into a duiky vault. 
All Nature fades extind; and fhe alone 10 10 

Heard, felt, and feen, poiTefles every thought. 
Fills every fenfe, and pants in every vein. 
Books are but formal dulnei&, tedious friends ; 
And fad amid the focial band he fits. 
Lonely, and unattentive. From his tongue loi^ 
Th' unfiniih'd period falls : while, borne away 
On fwelling thought, his wafted ipirit flies 
To the vain bofom of his diflant fair; 
And leaves the femblance of a lover, fix'd 
In melancholy fite, with head declin'd, 1020 

And love-dejeded eyes. Sudden he flarts. 
Shook from his tender trance, and refllefs runs 
To glinimering fhades, and fympathetic glooms; 
Where the dun umbrage o'er the foiling flream. 
Romantic, hangs ; there thro' the penfive dufk 1025 
Strays, in heart>thrilling meditation loft. 
Indulging all to love : or on the bank 

4 Thrown, 
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Thrown, amid drooping liliesj^ fWeMs the breeze 
With fighs Ainceafing, and tfce brooli: with tears. 
Thus ia foft anguilh he confumes the day, 1030 
Nor quits his deep retirement, till the'Moott 
Peeps thro* the chambers of the fleecy caft, 
EnHgktened by deg r e e s , aftd in her train 
Leads on the gentle hours ; then fbrtlt he waUcs^ 
Beneath the t i e mbling knguifh of her beam^ r o jy 
With foftcned font, and wooes rfxe bird of eve 
To mingle woes with his : or, while the world 
And all the ions of Care lie hufh'd in fleep, 
Aflbciates with the midnight fhadows drear ;■ 
And, fighing to the lonely taper, pottr» 1040* 

His idly-tDTtttr'd heart into the page. 
Meant for- the moving mcflenger of love j 
Where rapture bums on rapture, every Kne 
With rifmg frea2y fir*d. But if on bed 
DeHrious flung, fleep from his pillow flies. 104$ 
All night he toilet, nor the balmy power 
In any pofture finds ; till the grey mom. 
Lifts her pale luftre on the paler wretch. 
Exanimate by love : and diten perhaps 
Exhaufted Nature fluks a whtle to red,; H>5a 

Still interrupted by diftradted dreani5,, 
That o'er tlie Irck imagination rife. 
And in black eolours paint the mtmie feme. 
Oft wiA th'enehantrcfs of hit fbirl he talks ; 
Sometimes in crouds diflrefs^d ; or if retired 105 y 
To fecret winding fbwer-eawoven bowen, 
Far from the duH impertineiice of M8», 

Juft 
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Jntt as he, credulous, his endless cmres 

Begins to lofe in blind obliviousloye, 

SnatchM from her yielded h^, he knows not how» 

Thfo' fbrefb huge, and long untrawi'd heaths 1061 

With defolation biown, he wanders wafte,. 

In night and tetnpeft wrapt ; or Ihrinks aghaft. 

Back, from the banding precipice ; or wades 

The turbid ftream below, and ftrives tareach 1065 

The farther fhore ; where fttcoourieis» and M, 

She with exteuded arms his aid im|»loees ; 

But ftrives in vain i borne by di* outrageow flood 

To dillance down, he rides the ridgy w«v«. 

Or whelm -d beneath the boiliag eddy finki^ 1070 

Thbsb are the charming agonies of love, 
Whofis mxkry delights* But thro' the hewrt 
Should jeaioufyi^V0n{>m once difiiifty . ^ 
'Tis then delightfii]|.miiery no BH>rej 
But agony unmix'd» iaccj&nt gall, 107$ 

Corroding «M^;y th^Hght^ and blafting aH 
Love's paradife* Ye fairy profpe£ts, then» 
Ye bed$ of rofts, and ye bowers of joy, 
Farewei ! Ye gleamiags qf departed peace, 
Shine out your laft I the yellow-tinging plague i c 8a 
bternat vifion taints, aa4in a night 
Of livid gk>om imaginsftion wraps. 
Ah then 4 inftead of love-enlivened cheeks, 
Of funny features, and of ardent eyes 
With flowing rapture bright, dark looks fiiccced,, 
Suffus'd and glaring with untender fire ; io96 

A clouded 
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A clouded afpeft, and a burmng check. 

Where the whole poifon'd foul, malignant, fits. 

And frightens love away. Ten thoufeind fears 

Invented wild, ten thoufand frantic views 1 090 

Of horrid rivals, hanging on the charms 

For which he melts in fondnefs, eat him up 

With fervent anguiih, and confuming rage. 

In vain reproaches lend their idle aid. 

Deceitful pride, and refolution frail, 109^ 

Giving falfe peace a jnoment. Fancy pours, 

Afreih, her beauties on his bufy thought. 

Her firft endearments twining rbund the foul. 

With all the witchcraft of enfharing love. J 

Straight the fierce ftorm involves his mind anew, 1 1 co 

Flames thro' the nerves, and boils along the veins ; ^ 

While ^xious doubt difbadls the tortur'd heart : 

For ev«a the fad affurance of his fears 

Were eafe to what he feels. Thus the warm youth. 

Whom love deludes into his thorny wilds, 1 1 05 

Thro' flowery-tempting paths, or leads * life 

Of fevered rapture, or of cruel care ; 

His brightefl flames extinguiih'd all, and all 

His brighteft moments running down to wafle. 

But happy they ! the happieft of their land I i nu 
Whom gentler ftars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blend. 
'Tis not the coarfer tie of human laws, 
Unnatural oft, and foreign to the mind. 
That binds their peace, but harmony itfelf, 1 1 15 

Attuning 
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Attuning all their paiSons into love ; 
Where friendfhip fuU-exerts her fofteft power, 
Perfea cfteem enlivened by defire 
Ineffable, and fympathy of foul ; 
Thought meeting thought, and will preventing will. 
With boundlefs confidence : for nought but love i i z i 
Can anfwer love, and render blifs fecure. 
Let him, ungenerous, who, alone intent 
To blefs himfelf, from fordid parents buys 
The loathing virgin, in eternal care, 1 1 25 

Well-merited, confume his nights and days : 
Let barbarous nations, whofe inhuman love 
Is wild defire, fierce as the funs they feel ; 
Let eaftem tyrants, from the light of Heaven 
Seclude their bofom-flaves, meanly pofFefs'd 1 1 30 
Of a meer, lifelefs, violated form : 
While thofe whom love cements in holy faith, 
And equal tranfport, free as Nature live, 
Dildaining fear. What is the world to them. 
Its pomp, its plf afure, and its nonfenfe all ! 1135 
Who in each other clafp whatever fair 
High fancy forms, and laviih hearts can wifh ; 
Something than beauty dearer^ fhould they look 
Or on the mind, or mind-illumin'd face ; 
Truth, goodnefs, honour, harmony, and love, 1 1 40 
The richefl bounty of indulgent Heaven. 
Meantime a fmiling offspring rifes round. 
And mingles both their-graces. By degrees. 
The human bloflbm blows ; and every day. 
Soft as it rolls along, ihews fome new charm, 1 14^ 

The 
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The father's laibe, and the mother's Moonu 
Then infknt reafon grows apace, and calls 
For the kind hand of an aflTdnons care. 
Delightful taflc ! to rear the tender thcraght, 
To teach the young idea how to fhoot, 1 150 

To pour the frefh inftraftion o'er the mind, 
To breathe th* enlivening fpirit, and to fix 
The generous pnrpofe in the glowing breaft. 
Oh fpeak the joy ! ye, whom the fuddcn tear 
Surprizes often, while you look around, 1 1 j j 

And nothing ftrikes your eye but fights of blifs^ 
All various Nature prefSng on the heart : 
An elegant fufficiency, content^ 
Retirement, rural quiet, friendfhip, books^ 
Eafe and alternate labour, ufeful life, 11 6a 

Progreffive virtue, and approving Heaven. 
Thefe'are the matchlefs joys of virtuous love; 
And thus their moments fly. The Seafons thus. 
As ceafelefs round a jarring world they roll. 
Still find them happy ; and con fenting Spring 1165 
Sheds her own rofy garland on their heads : 
Till evening comes at laft, ferene and mild j 
When after the long vernal day of life, 
Enamour'd more, as more remembrance fwells 
With many a proof of recolle^ed love, 1170 

Together down chey fmk in fecial ilecp ; 
Together fireed, their gentle fpirits fly 
To fcenes whexe love and hU& iaunorul reign. 

SUMMER. 
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The Argument. 

7he fubjeSi fropo/ed. ln*vocaiien^ Add) ef$ to Mr. 
DoDiNGTON. An introdu^ry reflexion m the moticn 
of the btavenly bodies ; nvbence the fuccejjion of the 
feafanu As the face of Nature in this fea/on is aU 
moft uniform f the progrefs of the poem is a defcription 
of afummet^s day* The dawn. Sun^rijing, Hymn 
40 the Jkn^ Forenoon. Summer infers definbed. 
Hay-moMng. Shetp^Jhearing. Noon-d^, A ^d^ood' 
land retreat. Grovpe of herds and flocks. Afolemn 
groove : how it affeBs a contemplative mind, A ca^ 
tara^t and rude /cent. Vienu of Summer in the torrid 
zone. Storm of thunder and lightning. A tale. The 
form over, a ferene afternoon. Bathing. Hour of 
•walking. Tranfition to the profpeSi of a rich nxeli^ 
cultivated country ; vibuh introduces a panegyric on 
Great Britain. Sunfet* Evening, Night. 
Summer meteors. A comet. The ivhoie concluding 
with she praife of philofophy. 
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FROM fai^glitetiiiig fields of edier fair difclos'tl> 
Child of the Sun, reagent Summer comes^ 
In pride jof youth,. and felt tl^' Nature's depth : 
He comes attended by the fultry hours j 
And. ever-fanning hreezes, on his way ; 5 

While, from his ardent look, the turning Spring 
Averts her bluihful face ; and earth, and Ikies, 
AU-fmiUng,' to his hot dominion leaves. 

Hbn'ce, let me hafte into the mid-wp6d fhade, 
Whereicafce a fun-beam wanders thro' the gloom; 10 
And on the dark-green grafs, Jbefide the brink 
Of haunted ftream, that by the roots of oak 
Rolls o'er the rocky channel, lie at large. 
And fmg the glories of the circling year; 

Come, In/pi ration f from thy hermit-feat, 15 
By mortal feldom found : may Fancy dare, 
iFrom thy iix*d ferious eye, and raptur'd glance 
Shot on Surrounding Heaven, to fteal one look 
Creative of the Poet, cvefy power 
Exalting to an ecftafy (rf fOttL - / .20 

And 
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And thou» my youthful Mufe's early friend» 
In whom the human graces all unite : 
Pure tight or mindy and tendernets of hctttf i 
Genius> and wifdom ; the gay focial fenfe» 
By decency chaftis'd^ goodneli and wit^ 25 

In feldom-oneeting kaniiony combined ; 
Unblemifh'd honour, and an adive zeal 
For Britain's glory. Liberty, and Man t 
O DoDTiNGTON t ofteiid lily niml^ f02tg> 
Stoop to my theme, inTpint ew^ry line^ jd 

And teach me to defeiYe thy jitfft appki^ifi^ 

With what an iwful world-revolving power 
Were firft the unwieldy planets launched along 
Th' illimitable void ! Thus to remain. 
Amid the flux of many thoufand years, 35 

That oft has fwept the toiling race of Mcn> 
And all their laboured monuments away. 
Firm, unremitting, matchlefs, in their courfe ; 
To the kind-tempered change of night and day. 
And of the feafons ever dealing round,. 40 

Minutely faithful : Such th* all-perfect Hand ! 
That pois'd, iitopel^ and rules the fteady whole. * 

Wh E i( now no iaoii« th' Mtenmte Twim are fir'dr 
And C09esf reddens with, the folar biaze» 
Short is. the dxwbtful eajpiro of the night ; 45 

And foon, obfervaat of approadiii^ day*. 
The mcek-ey'dMorQ i^ppeftfs^ nofibeii^of dews. 

At 



S U M bi E JL 4$ 

At firA faint-g^aming la the dipj^le^ taA z 
Till far o'er ether fpreads the widening glow; 
Andy from before the luilre pf her face, 56 

White break the clouds away. With quiekenediletl^ 
•Brown Night retires : Young Pay pours in apace. 
And opens aU the lawny prdpeiSl wide* 
The dripping rdcfc, , the paounjain's miky t<fp 
iSwell on the fight, and brighten with the dawn. 5 jp 
•]Qlue, thro' tuc duik, the fmoakiog currents, ihine ; ; 
And from the bladed field the fearful hare 
•Limps, aukward : while along the fbrefl-glade 
The wild deer trip, and often turning gazj 
At early paiTenger. Mufic awakes 66 

The native voice of undiflemblcd joy j , 

And thick around the woodland hymns arife. 
Rous'd by the cock, the foon-clad fhepherd leaves 
His moffy cottage, where with Peacg he dwells j 
And from the crouded fold, in order, drives 6$ 
His flock, to tafte the verdure of the morn. 

Falsbly luxurious^ will not Man awake ; -^ 
And, fpringingfrom the bed of floth, enjoy 
"The cool, the fi-agfant, and the filent hour, 
To meditation due and facred fong ? 70 

For is there aught in fleep can charm the wife ? 
To lie in dead oblivion, loiing half 
The fleeting moments of too fliort a life ; 
Total extinflion of th' enlightened foul ! 
Or elfe to feverifh vanity alive, 75 

Wildered, and toffing thro* diifcinjier'd drttOkB f - 

Vol. I. D Who 
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Who would in fuch a gloomy ftate remain 
Longer than Nature craves ; when every Mufc 
And every blooming pleafure wait without^ 
To blefs the wildly-devious morning-walk ? 80 

But yonder comes the powerful King of Day, 
Kejoicing in the eaft. The leiTening cloud, 
Tlie kindling azure, and the mountain's brow 
Ultim'd with fluid gold, his near approacK 
Betoken glad. Lo ; now, apparent all, 85 

Adant the dew-bright earth, and coloured air. 
He looks in boundlefs majefty abroad; 
And iheds the fhining day, that burnifh'd plays 
Onrocksy and hills, and towers, and wandering ftreams. 
High-gleaming from afar. Prime chearer Light ! 90 
Of all material beings firft, and beft ! 
Eifiux divine ! Nature's refplendent robe ! 
Without whofe veiling beauty all were wrapt 
In uneflTential gloom ; and thou, O Sun ! 
Soul of furrpunding worlds ! in whom beft feen 95 
Shines put thy Maker ! may I fing of *chee ? 

.'Tis by thy fecret, ftrong, attradlive force. 
As with a chain indifToluble bound. 
Thy Syftem rolls entire : from the far bourne 
Of utmoft Saturn t wheeling wide his round 100 
Of thirty years ; to Mercury ^ whofe di(k 
Can fcarcc be caught by philofophic eye. 
Loft in the near effulgence of thy blaze. 

Informer 
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Impormbu of the planetary train ! 
Without whoie quickening glance their cumbrous 
orbs^ 105 

Were brute unlovely mafsy inert and dead^ 
And not» as now, Uie green abodes of life ! 
How many forms of being wait on thee ! 
Inhaling fpirit ; from th' unfettered mind. 
By thee fubiim'd, down to the daily race* 1 10 

The mixing myriads of thy^tting beam. 

Thb vegetable world is alfo thine. 
Parent of Seafoni I who the pomp precede 
That waits thy throne, as thro*»thy vaft domain* * 
Annual, along the bright ecliptic road, 115 

In world-rejoicing iiate, it moves fublime, 
Mean>time, th' expecting nations, circled gay 
With all the various tribes of foodful earthy 
Implore thy bounty, or fend grateful up 
A common hymn: while, round thy beamingcar, 120 
High-feen, the Sea/ons lead, in fprightly dance 
Harmonious knit, the rofy-finger'd Hourj, 
The Zephyrs floating loofe, the timely RaitUf 
Of bloom ethereal the light-footed Dews^ 
And foftened into joy the furly Storms^ 125 

Thefe, in fuccefiive turn, with lavifh hand, 
Shower every beauty, every fragrance ihow^r. 
Herbs, flowers, and fruits ; till, kindling at thy touch. 
From land to land is flufli'd the vernal year. 

D z ■ Noa 
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Nor to the furfiioe of enUveaed eofth^ r jo 

Graceful with hiils and daks, and leafy woeds» 
Her liberal treiTes, is thy force confin'd : 
Baty to the bowel'd cayem darting deep, 
The mineral kinds confers thy mighty power. 
EfFulgent, hence the veiny marble fliines ; 135 

Hence LsdxKir draws his tools ; hence biimilfa'd Wat 
<^kanis on the day ; the nobler works of Peace 
Hence blefs mankind, and generous Coniinefce hinds 
The round of nations in a golden chain. 

The unfhiitful rock itielf, impregn'd by thec^ 149 
In dark retirementionns the Incid ilone. 
^he lively Diamond drinks thy pureft rays, 
CoUedied light, compaft ; diat, polifli^d bright* 
And all its native luftre let abroad, 
Dares, as it fparkles on the fair one's breaft, 145 
With vain ambition emulate her eyes. 
At thee the Ruby lights its deepening glow, 
And with a waving radiance inward flames* 
From thee the Sapphire, folid ether, takes 
Its hue cerulean ; and, of evening tin^^ 150 

The purple-ftreaming Amediyft is thine. 
With thy own fmilc the yeUow Topaz burns* 
Nor deeper verdure dyes the robe of Spring, 
When iirft ihe gives it to the fonthem gale. 
Than the green Emerald fhows> Bat, all combin'd# 
Thick thro* l^e whitening Opal play thy beams ; 156 
Or,- flying feveral from its furface, form 

A trembling 
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A trembling variance of rerolving haes» 
As the fite vaiics in the gazer's hand. 

The very dead creation, from thy tOttch> i6a 
AflTames a mimic life. By thee refin'd. 
In brighter mazes the relocent ftream 
Plays o'er the mead. The precipice abrupt, . 
Projefling horror on the blackened flood. 
Softens at thy return. The defart joys tfij 

Wildly, thro' all his melancholy bounds^ 
Rude ruin^ gKtter ; and the briny deep. 
Seen from fome pointed promontory's top. 
Far to the blue horizon's utmoft»verge, 
Reftlefs» reflets a floating gleam. But this« 170 
And all the much-tranfported Mufe can £ng, 
Are to thy beauty, dignity, and afe» 
Unequal £ur ; great delegated fource 
Of ligjbt, and life, «nd grace, and joy below I 

How fhall I then attempt to fing of Hi m ! 175 
'who, LiOHT Himself^ in uncreated light 
Invefbd deep, dwells awfully retir'd 
From mortal eye, or aiigd's purer ken ; 
Whofe Angle fmile has, from the firft vf time» 
Pill'd, overflowing} ail thofe lamps (^Heaven, 180 
That beam for ever thro' the boandlefs iky : 
But, (hoald he hide his &ce, th' aftonifli'd fufi« 
And all th' extinguiih'd ftars, would loofening reel 
Wid« fironv their fpheres, and Chaos oome again. 

D J Ak». 
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And yet was every faultering tongue of Man^ 1 85 
Almighty Father ! filent in thy praife; 
Thy Works themfelvcs would raife a general voice. 
Even in the depth of folitary, woods 
By human foot untrod ; proclaim thy power, 
And to the quire celeflial Thee refound, tgo 

Th' eternal caufe, fupport, and end of all ! 

To me be Nature's volume broad<di{jplay'd,; 
And to perufe its all4nftru6Ung page. 
Or, haply catching infpiration thence, ,f 

Some eafy parage, raptur'd, to tranflate, 1 95 

My folc delight j as thro' the falling glooms 
Penfive I flray, or with the riiing dawn 
On Fancy's eagle-wing excurfive foar. 

Now, flaming up the heavens, the potent fun 
Melts into limpid air the high-rais'd clouds, 200 
And morning fogs^ that hovered round the hills 
In party-colour'd bands ; till wide unveil'd 
Tie face of Nature fhines> from where earth fciems, , 
Far-ftretch'd around, to meet the bending fphere. 

f Half in a blufh of chiAering rofes loft, 20$ 

Dew-dropping Coolne/s to the (hade retires ; 
There, on the verdant twf, or flowery bed. 
By gelid founts and carele(s rills to muie $ 
While tyrant ///a/, difpreading thro' the iky. 
With rapid' IWay, his burning influence darts 210 
On Man, and beaft, and herb, and tepid ftream. 

Wna 
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Who can unpitying fee the flowery race, 
Shed by the morn, their new-flufli*d bloom reiign. 
Before the parching beam ? So fade the fair. 
When fevers revel thro' their azure veins. 2 1 5 

But one, the lofty follower of the fun. 
Sad when he fets, fhuts up her yellow leaves. 
Drooping all night ; and, when he warm returns. 
Points her enamour'd bofom to his ray. 

Home, from his morning taflc, the fwain retreats ; 
His flock before him ftepping to the fold : 221 

While the fuU-udder'd mother lows around 
The chearful cottage, then expecting food, 
The food of innocence, and health ! The daw, » 
The rook and magpie, to the grey-grown oaks 225 
That the calm village in their verdant arms, 
Sheltering, embrace, dired their lazy flight ; 
Where on the mingling boughs they iit embower'd. 
All the hot noon, till cooler hours arife. 
Faint, underneath, the hoofliold fowls convene ; 23O 
And, in a corner of the buzzing (hade. 
The houfe-dog, with the vacant greyhound^ lies, 
Out-ftretch'd, and fleepy. In his (lumbers one 
Attacks the nightly thief, and one exults 
O'er hili and dale 5 till, wakened by the wafp, 235 
They fbuting fnap. Nor ihall the Muk difdain ' 
To let the little noify fununer-race ^ 

Live in her lay, and flutter thro* her fong : 
Not mean tho' Ample ; to the fon ally'd. 
From him they draw their animating fire, 340 

D 4 Wak'd 
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Wak'd by his warmer ray, the reptile youQg 
Come wing'd abroad ; by the light air upborn. 
Lighter, and full of foul. From every chink. 
And fecret corner* where they flept away 
The wintry ftorms ^ or riling from their tombs, 245 
To higher life ; by myriads, forth at once. 
Swarming they pour ; of all thje vary'd hues 
Their beauty-beaming parent can difclofe. 
Ten thoufand forms ! ten thouikBd different^bet ! 
People the blaze. To fanny waters feme 250 

By fatal inftindl fly ; where on the pool, 
Tbey, fpbrtive, wheel ; or, failing 4own the ftreanu 
^re fnatch'd immediate by the quick-ey'd trott, - 
' Qr darting falmon. Thro' the green-wood gl^dfi 
Some love to (bray; there lodg'd, amos'd and fed| 255 
In the frefli leaf. Luxnrions, others make 
The meads their choice, and vilit every flower^ 
And every latent herb : for the fweet tufkr 
To propagate their kinds, and where to wrap^ 
In what foft beds, their young yet oi^difcloi'd, z66 
Employe their tender care. Some to the houie. 
The fbW> and dairy, hungiy, bend their flight j • 
Sip round the pai!> or tafle the curdling cbeefe : 
Oil, inadvertent, fitmi the milky ftream 
Thiy meet their fate ; ori weltering in the bowl, 265 
With powerlefs wings around them wrapt^ expire. 

But chief to heedlefi flies the window proves 
fk conftan.i 4ea,th 1 wl^eie^ |;looiniIy xji^^t 

The 
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The villain fpider lives, cunning, and fierce. 

Mixture abhor'd ! Amid a mangled heap 270* 

Of carcafles, in eager watch he fits, 

O'erlooking all his waving fnares around. 

t^ear the dire cell the dreadlefs wanderer oft 

Pafles, as oft the ruffian fhows his front ; 

The prey at laft enfnar'd, he dreadful darts, 27 j. 

With rapid glide, along the leaning line; 

And, fixing in the wretch his cruel fangs,. 

Strikes backwardgrimly pleas'd: the fluttering^ wing,. 

And fhriller found declare extreme diflrefs. 

And afk the helping hofpitable hand. 2S0' 

Resounds the living fur&ce of the gromtd :. 
Nor undeligktfiil is thi( ceaielef» hum. 
To kiia who ni;afes thro* kbe woods at noon ; 
Qr drowly ftepherd, as he Hes reclinM, 
With half-fhut e5rcs, beneath the floating ihadc aS^. 
Of wllbws grey, clofc<rottding o'er the brook. 

Gradual, from theft what numemuft kiAdftdefcend, . 
BvadHig even the mierofeepic eye ! 
Fall Nature fwarms with life ; one wondrous mafs ^ 
Of animals, trr atoms tjrgartix'd, 290) 

Waiting the fvirat Brtathy when pARtNT-He aver. 
"Shall bid his fpirit blow. The hoaiy fen, 
Ih putrid fleams, emits the living cloud. 
Of peftilence. Thro* fubterranean cells, 
Where fearchingfun-beams fcarce canfind a way,295 
n 5 Earth: 



5* SUMMER.. 

Earth animated heaves. The flowery leaf 
^Wants not its foft inhabitants. Secure, 
Within its winding citadel, the ftone , 

Holds muhitades. But chief the ibrcft-boughs,. , 
That dance unnumber'd to the playful breeze, . 30# 
The downy orchard, and the melting pulp 
Of mellow fruit, the namelefs nations feed 
Of evanefcent infe£ts. Where the pool 
Stands mantled o'er with green, inyifible. 
Amid the floating verdure millions ftray. 305 

Each liquid too, whether it pierces, fooths, 
Inflames, refrefties, or exalts the tafte, * 
With various forms abounds. Nor is the flream 
Of purejft cryflal, nor the lucid air, 
Tho* one traniparent vacancy, it fecmy^ 3 16 

Void of their unfeen people* Thefe, coticeal'd . 
By the kind art of forming Heaven^ efcape. 
The grofler eye of Man : for, if the worlds 
In worlds inclos'd ihould on his fenfes burfl, 
From cates ambroiial, and the neftar^d bowl, 315 
He would abhorreat turn ; and in dead night. 
When filence fleeps o'er all, be itunn'd with noiie.. 

Let no prefuming impious railer tax v 

C/iEATivB Wisdom, as if aught was form'd 
In vain, or not for admirable ends. 320 

Shall little haughty ignorance pronounce 
His works unwife, of which the fmalleft part 
Exceeds the narrow viilon of V^r mind ? 

As 
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As if upon a full prc^rtion'd dome. 

On fwelling columns heav'd, the pride of art ! 3 if 

A critic-fly, whofe feeble ray fcarce fjpreads 

An inch aroundy with blind prefumption bold, • 

Should dare to tax the ftrufture of the whole. 

And lives the Man, whofe univerfel eye 

Has fwept at once th' unbounded fcheme of things ; 

Mark'd their dependance fo, and firm accordi . $$i 

As with unfaultering accent to con<:lude ' . ) 

That This availeth nought ? Has any feen • 

The mighty chain of beings, leflening down 

From Infinitb Perfection to the brink 33; 

Of dreary Nothing, defolate abyfs ! 

From which ailonifh'd thought, recoiling, turns ? j 

Till then alone let zealous praife afcend, 

And hymns of holy wonder, to that Power, 

Whbfe wifdom fhines as lovely on our minds, 340 

As on our fmiling eyes his fervant-fun. 

Th ick in yon dream of light, a thoufand ways. 
Upward, and- downward, thwarting, and convolvM^ 
The quivering liations fport j till, tempell-wing'd, * 
Fierce Winter fweeps them from the face of day. 3J4. j 
Even fo luxurious Men, unheeding, pafs 
An idle fummer life in fortune's ihine,^ 
A feafon's glkter I Thus they flutter on 
From toy to toy, from vanity to vice ; -y/,' 

Till, blown away by death, oblivion comes 3^0 
Sehind,, aad ilrikes them from the book of life. / 
D 6 Now 
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Now fwarmj'thc viUage o'er the jorial mead : 
Hie rdftic youth, brown with nieridian toil. 
Healthful and ilrong; full a^ the iummer-x^ 
Blown by prevailing funs, the ruddy maid, 35$ 
Half naked, fwelling on the fight, and all 
tier kindled graces burning o'ej her cheek. 
Even ftqoping age is here ; and infant-hands 
Trail the long rake, or> with the fragrant load 
O'ercharg'd, amid the kind oppreifion. roll. 360 
Wide flies the tedded grain ; all in a row 
Advancmg broad, or wjieeiing round the field,. 
They fpread the breathing harveft to the fun, 
That throws refrefhful round a rural fmell : 
Or, as they rake the green-appearing ground, 365, 
And drive the dujky wave along the mead, . 
The ruflet hay-cock rifes thick behind, 
fn order gzy.. While heard from dale to dale,.. 
Waking the brees^, refounds ^ blendjcd voice 
Of happy labour, love, and ibcial glee.x 370 

On ruihing thence,, in one diiFttfive band, 
They drive the troubled flocks, by many a dog 
Compril'd, to where the mazy-running brook 
Forms a deep pool ; ^s bank abrupt and high« 
And That fair-ipreading in a pebbled ihore, 375 
Urg'd to the giddy brink, modi is the toil, 
The clamour much, of men, and boys, and dogs, 
^ the foft fearful people to the flood 
Commit tiieir wpoUy fides. Apd ^ tk^ fpvwii 
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' • 

On fome impatient feizing^» knris them in : 380 
IStebolden'd tken, not hefitatii^ more,. 
Fafty Mtf they plunge amid tke ilafliing w^e. 
And. panting labour to the fsrtheft fiiore. 
Ref>eated thifi, till deep the well-wafk'd fleece' 
Has drunk die lk>od> and &om his lively haunt 385; 
The trout is btoifli'd by the fordid ftream ; 
Heavy> and dripj)i!ig, to the breezy brow 
Slow move the hattftlefs r«ce : where, as they Ipread 
Their fwdling ti^afut^s td die funliy ray. 
Inly diihtrb*d, aftdwondetitig what this wild 396 
Outrageous tumult means, their loud complaints. 
The wuntry fill ; and, to6*d from rock to rock, 
InceffaAt bkatings run around die hills. 
At laft, of. fnowy white, the gathered flocks 
Are in the wattled pen innumerous prefsM, 395 
Head abo^ head : and) rang'd in h&y r^ws 
The flicpherds. lit, »d whet the founding fheats. 
The houfewife waits to roll her fieecy ftores. 
With all her gay^drieft maids attending round. 
One, cl«ef, in griacious tUgnity enthronM, 400 

Shhie» o'et the left, die pafloral queen, and rays 
Uer fmiles, fweet-^beaming, on her fiiepherd-king ;., 
While dicglad QTcfe round them yield theit fodls 
To fefHve mirth, and wit that knows no gall. 
Meantime, their joyous taik goes on apace :, 405 
Spme mingling ftir the melted tar, and fome. 
Deep on the new-ihom vagrant's heaving fide. 
To ftasnap the toaftert cypher ready ftand; 

Other$, 
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Others tHe unwilling wether drag along ; 

And, glorying in his might, the ilitrdy boy 410 

Holds by the twifted horns th' indignant ram. 

Behold where bound, and of its robe ben^. 

By needy Man, that all-depending lord, 

How meek; how patient, the mild creature lies ! 

What foftne& in its melancholy ^e, 41; 

What dumb complaining innocence appears ! 

Fear not, ye gentle tribes, 'tis not the knife 

Of horrid flaughter that is o'er yon wav'd; 

No, 'tis the tender fwain's well-guided fhears. 

Who having now, to pay his annual care, 42* 

Borrowed your fleece, to you a cumbrous load. 

Will fend you bounding to your hills again.^ 

A SIMPLE fcene ! yet hence Britannia fees 
Her foUd grandeur rife ; hence flie commands 
Th' exalted ftores of every brighter clime, 425 

The treafures of the Sun without his rage : 
Hence, iervent all, with culture, toil, and arts. 
Wide glows her land : her dreadful thunder hence 
Rides o'er the waves fublime, and now, even now. 
Impending hangs o'er Galliot % humbled coaft ; 430 
Hence rules the circling deep, and awes the world. 

'Tis raging Noon j and, vertical, the Sun 
Darts on the head dire£l his forceful rays. 
O'er heaven and earth, far as the ranging eye 
Can fweep, a dazling deluge reigns \ aod all 435 

Frook 
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From pole to pole is ttn4iftinguifh'd blaze. 
In vain the fight, deje£led to the ground. 
Stoops for relief; thence hot-afcending fleams 
And keen refle6lion p^n. Deep to the root 
Of vegetation parch'd, the cleaving fields 440 

And flippery lawn an arid hue difclofe, 
Blaft Fancy's bloom, and wither even the Soul. 
^£cho no more returns the chearful found 
Of fharpeiiing fcythe : the mower finking heaps 
O'er him the humid hay, with flowers perfiim'd ; 445 
And fcarce a chirping grafs-hopper is heard 
Thro' the dumb mead. Difbefsful Nature pants. 
The very flreams look languid from afar ; 
Or, thro' th' unfhelter'd glade, impatient, feem 
To hurl into the covert of the grove. 450 

All-conc^erino Heat, oh intermit thy wrath ! 
And on my throbbing temples potent thus 
Beam not fo fierce ! Inceflant ftill you flow. 
And ftill another fervent flood fucceeds, 
Pour'd on the head profufe. In vain I figh, 4^; 
And refUefs turn, and look around for Night ; 
Night is far off; and hotter hours'approach. . 
Thrice happy he ! who on the funkfs fide 
Of a romantic mountain, fbreft-crownfd. 
Beneath the whole coUeded fhade reclines : 460 
Or in the gelid caverns, woodbine-wrought. 
And fi^fh bedew'd with ev)pr-fpoiiting ftreams, 
£i^s coolly calm; while all th^ world without. 
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Unfatisfied, and fick» toffes in noon. 

Emblem inftrudtive of the virtuous Man, 46? 

Who keeps his tempered mind fcrene, and pure. 

And ercry paffion aptly harmoniz'd. 

Amid a jarring world with vice infiamM. 

Welcome, ye (hades ! yc bowery thickets, hail ? 
Ye lofty pines ! ye venerable oaks ! 470 

Ye a(he$ wild, refoandang o'tt the fteep I. 
Delicious is your Shelter 10 the foul, 
As to the hunted hart the fidlying fpring. 
Or ftreiam f«U-fiowing, that his fwelling Vides 
Laves, as he floats along the herbag'd brink. 475 
Cool, thro' the nerves, your pleaiing comfort glides j 
The heart beats gtad^ the iMh-expanded eye 
And ear refume their watch ; the finews knit ; 
And life ihoots fwift thro* aii the lightened Umbs. 

Ar o vi« n th^ adjoining Iv^eok, dMtt puHs al6iig^49b 
The vocal grove, now fretting o*er a rock, 
Nftw fcarcely moving thro' a reedy pool, 
Now starting to a fudden ftream, and now. 
Gently dUFM*4 ]«» a limpid fMn ; 
A various gitoi^ the henb aodilockscttttfpoAr,. 4S5 
ILural confaficMi ! Oa the gvaiy hunk 
-Some mminatznglie ; while others lb>nd. 
Half in the flood, and often bending fip 
The drcfing funfoce. In the middle droops 
The ftrong laborimii «x, «f honeft front, . 490 

WJiich. 
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Vthii^k incomposM k6 fhAe^ ; and from his fidcB. 
The troubloas inftfts Iftfhes with his tail, 
Returning flill. Amid his ^«bje€lis fafey 
31umbjers the monarch^fwr^ ; his carelefs arm 
Thrown round his head, on dpwny mofs fuftain'd ; 495; 
Here laid his fcrip, with whdlelbme viandd fillM ; 
There, lifleniDg everjr noife, his watchful dog. 

' Light % his flQinber8> if perchance a flight 

Of angry gad>iUes faften on the herd ; 

That ftartling fca^tcrs from the (hallow brook, ^od. 

In fcarch of larifti ftream. Toffing the foam, 

They fcorh th^ keeper's voice, and fcour the plain,. 

Thro* all the bright fcy^ritf of noon 5 

While, from their labouring bfeaf^s, a hollow moaiv 

Proceeding, runs low-beliowing round the hills. 5 of 

Qft in this feafon too the horfe, prorol^M,^ 
Wiifc ys big iincws fujl of ipirits fwell, 
Trembling with Vigour, in the heat of bloody 
Springs the high fence ; and, o'er the field effai% 
Parts on the gloomy flood, with fledfaft eye, 51a 
And heart eflranged to fear : his nervous c^efl. 
Luxuriant) and ere£t, the feat of flrength 1 
fiears down th' oppofing ftream : quenchlefs lus thirft i 
He takes the river at redoubled dnogkts ; 
A^d with wide noftrils, (boning, (kims die wAve. 5 1 1 

StilI let me pierce ihto the midnight depth 
Of yonder p-ovc, of wildell largeft growth : 

That, 
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That, forming high in air a woodland quire. 
Nods o'er the mount beneath. At every ftcp. 
Solemn, and flow, the fliadows blacker fall, 520 
And all is awfiil liflening gloom around. 

These are the haunts of Mediution, thefe 
The fcenes where ancient bards th' infpiring breathy 
Extatic, felt ; and, from this world retir'd, 
Convers'd with angels, and immortal forms, 525 
On gracious errands bent : to fave the fall 
Of virtue ftruggling on the brink of vice ; 
In waking whifpers, and repeated dreams, 
To hint pure thought, and warn the ^vour'd foul 
For future trials fated to prepare ; 530 

To prompt the poet, who devoted gives 
His mufe to better themes ; to foothe the pangs 
Of dying worth, and from the patriot's bread 
(Backward to mingle in detefted war. 
But foremoft when engag'd) to turn the death ; 535 
And numberlefs fuch offices of love. 
Daily, and nightly, zealous to perform. 

Shook fudden from the bofom of the iky, 
A thoufand fhapes or glide athwart the du(k» 
Or fUlk majeftic on. Deep-rous*d, I feel 540 

A facred terror, a fevere delight. 
Creep thro' my mortal frame ; and thus, methinks, 
A voice, than human more, th' abftradled ear 
Of fancy ftrikes, " Be not of us afraid, 

« Poor 
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*' Poor kindred Man! thy fellow-creatures, we 545 

** From the iame Parent-Powbr our being^s drew, 

** The fame our Lord, and laws» and great porfttit* 

** Once fome of us, like thee, thro' flormy life, 

*' Toil'd, tempeil-beaten, ere we could attain 

** This holy calm, this harmony of mind, 550' 

" Where purity and peace immingle chirms. 

" Then fear not us ; but with refponfive fong, 

** Amid thefe dim receffes, undifturb'd 

" By noify folly and difcordant vice, 

" Of Nature fing with us, and Nature's God. 555 

" Here frequent, at the viiionary hour, 

•* When mufing midnight reigns or filent noon, 

" Angelic harps are in full concert heard, 

** And voices chaunting from the wood-crown'd hill, 

*' The deepening dale, or inmoHfylvan glade: j6o 

** A privilege befbw'd by us, alone, 

'f On Contemplation, or the hallow'd ear 

*' Of Poet, fwelling to feraphic ftrain." 

And art thou, ^Stanley, of that facred band? 
Alas, for us too foon ! Tho' rais'd above 565 

The reach of human pain, above the flight 
Of human joy ; yet, with a mingled-ray 
Of fadly pleas'd remembrance, mufi thou feel 
A mother's love, a mother's tender woe : 
Who feeks thee ftill, in many a former fcene ; 570 

• A young lady, well known to the autbor, who died »t th« 
a|e of eighteen^ in the year 173 St 

Seeks 
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Seeks Ay hdx furw, tliy lovtly-beannflg ey^s^ • 
Thy pleafing conv«rfif» by gay Kvely {tnk 
lnfplt*d : where mortl wifilom mil4ly ihone. 
Without the toil of Art ; and riitut glowM, 
In all her fmiles^ without Ibrbiddii^ pride. 575 . 
Bttty O thoa bef! of parents ! wipe thy tears ; 
Or rather to Parental Nature pay 
The tears of grateful joy, who for a while 
Lent thee this younger fclf, this opening bloon 
Of thy enlightened.mind and gentle worth. 580 
Believe the Mufc : the wintry blaft of death 
Eills not thebudsofviitae; no, they Q)read> 
Beneath the heavenly beam of brighter fonsi, 
Thro' endlefs ages, into higher powers. 

Thus trp the mormt, in airy vifion rapt, 585 
I ftray, regardlefs whidier; till the found 
Of a near fall of water every fenfe [back» 

Wakes from the charm of thought: fwift-ihrinking 
I check my fleps, and view the bsoken fcene. 

S MooTH to the flielving brink a copious flood 59Q 
Rolls fair, and placid ; where coUe^ed all. 
In one impetuous torrent, down the fteep 
It thundering fhoots, and (hakes the country round* 
At firft, an azure iheet, it rufhes broad ; 
Then whitening by degrees, as prone it falls, 595 
And from the loud-refounding rocks below 
Dafh'd in a cloud of foam, it fends »loft 

A hoary 
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A hosny mifi, aod fonu « oetfeicfi fliovmr. 
Nor can the tortur'd waire here fiiul rrpoft : 
Bat, raj^g ftill amd tjxe ihaggy rocks, 6c# 

Now flafhes o'er the icatter'd fragments, now 
Aflaat die JboUow channel rapid darts ; 
And falling 6aA from gradual ilope to flope, 
Widi wild iHifradled coiirie, and kffencd roar* 
It gains a fafer bed, and fteals, at laft, 6og 

Along the mases of the ^met vale. 

Invited from the clhF, to whofe dark brow 
tie clings, the Aeep-alcending eagle foars, 
With upward pinions thro' the flood of day^ ; 
And, giving full his boftun to the blaze, 6io 

Gains on the inn ; whil6 ail the tune&l race, 
Smit by afflictive nooB> diibrder'd droop, 
Deep in the thicket ; or, from boiv^r tp bower 
Refponiive, force an incerrnpted ftrain. 
The fbock-dove only thro' the fbreft cooes, 6if 
Mournfiilly koarie ; oft ceafing from hs3 plaint, 
^h<Mt interval of wear/ woe ! again 
The fad idea of his murdered mate. 
Struck from hi^ £de by favage fowler's gttile> 
Acrofs his fancy comes ; and then rjpfouads 6zo 
A louder fong of forrow thro' the grove. 

Be s IDS the 'dewy border let me fit, • 
All in the frefhuefs of the humid air; 
There in that hollowed rock, grotefque and wild, 
An ample chair mofs-lin'd> and over head 6^5 

By 
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B^rHoweiing umbrage fhaded ; where the bee 
Strays diligent, and with th' extraded balm 
Qf fragrant wood-bine loads his little thigh. 

Now, while I tafle the fweetnefs of the ihade. 
While Nature lies around deep-luU'd in Noon, 650 
Now come, bold Fancy ^ fpread a daring flight. 
And view the wonders of the torrid Zone : 
Climes unrelenting ! with whofe rage compar'd. 
Yon blaze is feeble, and yon fkies are cool. 

See, how at once the bright-effulgent fun, 635 
Rifing direct, fwift chafes from the iky 
The ihort-liv'd twilight ; and with ardent blaze 
Looks gaily fierce thro' all the dazzling air : 
He mounts his throne ; but kind before him fends, 
I£uing from out the portals of the mom, 640 

The * general Breeze^ to mitigate his fire, 
And breathe refrefhment on a fainting world. 
Great are the fcenes, with dreadful beauty crown'd 
And barbarous wealth, that fee, each circling year. 
Returning /uns and \ double feafons pafs : 645 

Rocks rich in gems, and mountains big with mines,. 
That on the high equator ridgy rife, • 

* Which blows conftantly between the tropics from the eaft, 
or the collateral points, the Borth^eafl; and fouth-ead s caufed 
by the preflTure of the rarefied air ovi that before it, according to 
the diurnal motion of the fun from eaft to weft. 

\ In all climates betM'een the tropics, the fun, as he pafles 
9nd repaiTes in his annual motion, is twice a-year vertical, 
which produces this effed. 

Whence 
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Whence many a burfting ftream auriferous plays : 

Majeftic woods, of every vigorous green> 

Stage above flage, high waving o'er the hills ; 6jo 

Or to the far horizon wide difFus'd, 

A boundlefs deep immenfity of fhade. 

Here lofty trees, to ancient fong unknown. 

The noble fons of potent heat and floods 6^J^, 

Prone-rufhing.from the clouds, rear high to Heaven 

Their thorny items, and broad' around them throw 

Meridian gloom. Here, in eternal prime, 

Unnumber'd fruits of keen delicious tafte 

And vital (pirit, drink amid the cliffs, 

And burning fands that bank the ihrubby vales, 660 

Redoubled day, yet in their rugged coats. 

A friendly juice to cool its rage contain. 

Bear me, Pomona f to thy citron groves ; 
To where the lemon and the piercing lime. 
With the deep orange, glowing thro* the green, 665 
Their lighter glories blend. Lay me reclin'd 
Beneath the fpreading tamarind that ihakes, 
Fanned by the breeze, its fever-cooling fruit. 
Deep in the night the mafly locuft fheds. 
Quench my hot limbs ; or lead me thro' the maze, 670 
Embowering endlefs, of the /W/a« fig ; 
Or thrown at gayer eafe, on fome fair brow. 
Let me behold, by breezy murmurs cool'd. 
Broad o'er my head the verdant cedar wave. 
And high palmetos lift their graceful (hade. 675 
. 4 O ftretch'd 
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O ftretch'd amid thefe orchtrds of tke fillip 
Give me to drain the cocoa's milky bowl. 
And from the p«lm to ihw its freflientng wipe ! 
More bounteous far than all the frantic juice 
Which Bacchuf pours. Nor, on its (lender twigs 680 
l.ow-bendingy be the full pomegranate fcorn'd; 
NoTy creeping thro* the woods, the gelid race 
Of berries. Oft in humble ilation dwells 
Unboaflful worthy above faftidious pomp. 
Witnefs, thou bell Anana, thou the pride 685 

Of vegetable life, beyond whatever . 
The poets imaged in the golden age s 
tQuick let me ilrip thee of thy tufty coat^ 
Spread thy ambrofial ftores^ aj^d fea^ with j^v#/ - 

FaoM thefe the pro{pedl varies. Plains inunenfif 
Lie ftretchM below, interminable meads, 691 

And vail favannahs, where the wandering eye, 
Unfixt, is in a verdant ocean loil. 
Another Flora there, of bolder httes> 
And richer fweets, beyond our garden's pride, 695 
Plays o'er the fields, and ihowers with fudden hand 
Exuberant fpring : for oft thefe valleys fhift 
Their green-embroider'd robe to fiery bro^vn. 
And fwift to green again, as fcorching funs. 
Or fh^aming dews and torrent rains, prevail. 700 



Aloko theie lonely regions, where retir'd. 
From little fcenes of a^t, great Nt^tun dwells 



in 
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In awful folitade, and nought is feen 

But the wild herds that own no maftcr*s ftall, ' 

Prodigious rivers roll their fatning feas : 705 

On whofe luxuriant herbage, half-conceal'd. 

Like a fallen cedar, far diffused his train, 

Cas'd in green fcales, the crocodile extends. 

The flood diiparts : behold ! in plaited mail, 

* Behemoth rears his head. Glanc'd from his iide, 710 

The darted fteel in idle ftiivers flies : 

He fearlefs walks the plain, or feeks the hills ; 

Where, as he crops his varied fare, the herds. 

In widening circle round, forget their food. 

And at the harmlefs ftranger wondering gaze. 7 1 5 

Peaceful, beneath primeval trees, that caft 
Their ample fliade o'er Niger^s yellow ftream. 
And where the Ganges rolls his facred wave ; 
Or mid the central depth of blackening woods, 
High-rais'd in folemn theatre around, 720 

Leans the huge elephant : wifefl of brutes ! 
O truly wife ! with gentle might endow'd, 
Tho' powerful, not deflrudive ! Here he fees 
Revolving ages fweep the changeful earth. 
And empires rife and fall ; regardlefs he 725 

Of what the never-refting race of Men 
Projeft : thrice happy ! could he 'fcape their guile. 
Who mine, from cruel avarice, his fteps ; 
Or with his towery grandeur fwell their ftate, , - 

* The Hippopottmus, or fif«r*borfe« 
Vol. L E The 
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The pride of kings I or elfe his ftrength pervert, 73* 
And bid him rage amid the mortal fray, 
Afionifh'd at* the madttefs of mankind. 

Wide o'er the winding uhibrage of the floods. 
Like vivid bloflbms glowing from afar, 
Thick-iWarm the brighter birds, For Nature's hand^- 
'that with a fportive vani^ has deck'd 736' 

The plumy nations, there her gayeft hues 
Profufely pours. • But, if fhe bids them ihinc^ 
Array'd in all the beauteous beams of day. 
Yet frugal flill, fhe humbles them in fong, 74a 
Nor envy we the gaudy robes they lent 
Proud Montezuma 9 realm, whoTe legioas cafl 
A boundlefs radiance waving on the fun, 
Whil^ Philomel is ours; while in our ihades. 
Thro* the foft filence of the liftening nighty 74 j 
The fober-fuited fongftrefs trills her lay. . 

But come, my Mvfe^ the defart-barrier burft, 
A wild expanfe of lifclefs fand and fky : 
And, fwifter than the toiling caravan. 
Shoot o'er the vale of Sennar 5 drdcHt climb 75a 
The A^«^iV/« mountains, and the fecret bounds 
Of jealous AbyJJinia boldly pierce. 
Thou art no ruffian, who beneath the mafk 



.* In ill tHc regions of the torrid zone, the birdt, tho* more 
Wautiful in their plifnHP, ^c ^j^tnrcd to be tUs taclodioui 
ihaAoun* 

Of 
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Of focial commerce com'ft to rob their Wealth ; 
No My Fury thou, blafpheming Hk AYfi-N^ 755 

With confecrated fteel.to ftab their peace. 
And thro' the land, yet red from civil wouiids, • 
To fprcad the purple tyranny of Rome. 
Thou, liVe the harmlefs bee, may'ft freely range. 
From tocad to mead bright with exalted ilowers, y66 
From jafmine grove to grore, may'ft w^der gay. 
Thro' palmy ihades and aromatic V^oods, 
That grace the plains, inveft tht peopled hills* 
And up the more than Alpine monntains wav6. 
There on the breezy Aimmit, fpreading fair, 76J 
For many a league ; or on ftupcndous rocks. 
That from the fun-redoubling valley lift. 
Cool to the middle air, their lawnj' tops 5 
Where peaces, and fanes, and villas riffe ; 
And gardens fmitearouad, knd cultur'd fi^s ; 770 
And fountains gufh ; and carekfs herds and flocks 
Securely ftray ; a world within itfelf, 
Difdaining all aflault : there let me draw 
Ethereal foul, there drink reviving gales, 
Profufely bYeathiftg from the fpicy groves, 7^^ 

And vales of fragrance; there at diftance hear 
The roaring floods, and catara£ls, that fweep 
From difembowePd earth the virgin gold ; 
And o'er the varied landflcip^ refllefs, rove, 
Fervent with life of every fairer kind : 7^0 

A land of wonders ! which the fuh Hill eyes 

E 2 With 
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With ray ike€t, a3 of the lovely realm 
Inamour^d^ and delighting there to dwell. 

How chang'd the fcene! In blazing height of noon. 
The fun, opprefs'd, is plung'd in thickeft gloom, 785 
Still Horror reigns, a dreary twilight round. 
Of ih-uggling night and day malignant mix'd. 
For to the hot equator crouding fad. 
Where, highly rarefy'd, the yielding air 
Adn^ts their ftream, inceifant vapours roll, 790 
Amazing clouds on clouds continual heap'd ; 
Or whirl'd tempeftuous by the gufty wind. 
Or iilent borne along, heavy, and flow, , 
With the big (lores of beaming oceans charged. 
Meantime, amid thefe upper feas, condens'd 79J 
Around the cold aerial mountain's brow. 
And by confiifUng winds together dafh'd. 
The Thunder holds his black tremendous throne : 
From cloud to cloud the rending Lightnings rage j 
Till, in the furious elemental war 800 

Diflblv'd, the whole precipitated mafs 
Unbroken floods and foUd torrents pours. 

The treafures thefe, hid from the bounded fearch 
Of ancient knowledge ; whence, with annual pomp, 
Rich king of floods ! o'erflows the fwelling M/p. 805 
From his two fprings, in Gyam*s funny realm. 
Pure-welling out, he thro' the lucid lake 
Of fair Damiea rolls his infant-ilream. 

There, 
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There, fay the Naiads nurs'd, he fports away 
His playful youth, amid the fragrant ifles, 8x0 
That with unfading verdure fmile around. 
. Ambitious, thence the manly river breaks ; 
And gathering many a flood,, and copious it^ 
With all the mellowed treafures of the flcy, 
Winds in progreffive majeily along : 815 

Thro' fplendid kingdoms now devolves his maze> 
Now wanders wild o'er foiitary tradls 
Of Ufe-deferted fand; till, glad to quit 
The joylcfs defart, ,down the Nubian rocks 
from thundering fteep to fteep, he pours his urn,, 820 
And Egypt joys beneath the fpreading wave. 

" His brother Nioer too, and all the floods 
In which the full-fbrm*d maids of J/ric lave 
Their jetty limbs ; and all that from the trafb 
iDf woody mountains ftretchM thro' gorgeous Ind 825 
Fall on CormaneiePs coaft, or Malabar ; 
From • Mmath^s orient ftream, that nightly fhines - 
With infed-lamps, to where Aurora fheds 
On Indks^ fmiling banks the rofy fhower : 
All, at this bounteous feafon, ope their urns, 850 
And pour untoiling harveft o'er the land* 

Nor Icfs thy world, Columbus, drinks, fefrefli'd. 
The lavifh moiHure of the melting year. 

• The river that rum thro' Siam ; on vhofe banks a vaft 
multitude of thofe infe^^s called Ftre-fim make a beautiful ap- 
pearance in the night. 

E 3 Wide 
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Wido o'er his ifles, the bfatiching Oron-fui 
'Koll^ a brown deluge; and the native drives 85^ 
To dwell aloft on life-fufiicing trees, 
At once his dome, his robe, his food, and arms. 
Sweird by a thoufand flreams^ ijnpetuous hurPd 
From all the roaring Andes ^ huge descends 
The mighty f Orellaua^ Scarce the Mufe 840 

Dares ftretch her wing o*er this enormous maft 
Of rulhing water; fcarce (he dares attempt 
The fea-like Plata ; to whof<fe dread expaafe. 
Continuous depth, and wondrous^ length of coarfe> 
Gup floods are rilb. With unabated force, 845 
In filent dignity they fwcep along. 
And traverfe realn^ unknown, and blooming wilds> 
And fruitful defarts, worlds of iblitude. 
Where the fun fmiles.and feafons teem in vain, 
Unfeen, and unenjoy'd. Forfaking thefts 850 
O'er peopled plains they fair-diffufive flow, . 
And many a nation feed^ and circle fafe. 
In their fpft bofom^ many a happy iile ; 
The feat of blamelefs Pan^ yet undiHurb'd 
By chri^ian crimes and Eurept^i cruel fons. 855 
Thus pouring on tji^y proudly ieek the deep, 
Whofc vanqujfb'd tide, recoiling from the fhock. 
Yields to the liquid weight of half the globe;* 
And Ocean trembles for his green domain. 

f The rtvcr of the AmasoM* 

Bt/T 
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But what avails this wondrous wafle of wealth I • 
This gay profufion of luxurious blifs ? 86i 

This pomp of Nature ? what their balmy meads, 
Their powerfuj herbs, and Ceres void of pain ? 
By vagrant birds difpers'd, and wafting windsj 
What their unplanted fruits ? what the cool draughty, 
Th* ambrofial food, rich gums, and ipicy health, 866 
Their forefts yield ? Their toiling infe6ls what,' 
Their filky pride, and vegetable robes ? 
Ah 1 what avail their fatal treafurcs, hid 
Deep in the towels of the pitying earth, -8 7 o 

G^Uonda^s gems, and fad PotoJP^ mines ; 
Where dwelt the gentleift children of the fun i 
, What all that Afrlc*^ golden rivers roll, 
Her odorous woods, and Hiining ivory ftorei ? 
Ill-fetpd race ! th« foftening arts of Peace, 875 
WKate'er the humanizing Mufes teach ; 
. T^c godlike wifdom of the temper'd breaft ; 
ProgreiEve truth, the patien^ force of thought \ 
Invefligation calm, whofe filent powers 
Command the world ; theLi c ht thatlea.4s toHl avbn ; 
Kind equal rule, the government of lnws^ ^ ^81 
And all-prote£ting Freedom, which alone 
Suilains the name and dignity of M^Q \ 
Thefe are not theirs. The pafe;nttftn binllelf ; 
Seems o*er this world of flaves to, tyran^i^je j . ?J5 
And, with oppreffive ray, tbe rofeat bloqm 
Of beauty blafting, gives the gloomy hue. 
And feature grof9 : or worfe, to ruthlefs deeds, 

£ 4 Mad 
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Mad jealoufy, blind rage, and fell revenge, 

Their fervid fpirit fires. Love dwells not there, 890 

The foft regards, the tendernefs of life. 

The heart-ihed tear, th' ineffable delight 

Of fweet humanity : thefe court the beam 

Of milder climes ; in felfilh fierce defire, 

And the wild fury of voluptuous fenfe, 895; 

There loft. The very brute-creation there 

This rage partakes, and burns with horrid fire. 

Lo ! the green fcrpent, from his dark abode. 
Which even Imagination fears to tread. 
At noon forth-ifluing, gathers up his train 900 
In orbs immenfe, then, darting out anew. 
Seeks the refrefliing fount 5 by which diifus'd, 
He throws his folds : and while, with threatning tongue. 
And deathful jaws ereft, the monfter curls 
His flaming creft, all other thirft, appall'd, 905 
Or fhivering flies, or check'd at diftance Hands, 
Nor dares approach. But ftill more direful he, 

* The fmall clofe-lurking minifter of fate, 
Whofe high-concofted venom thro* the veins 
A rapid lightning darts, arrefting fwift 910 

The vital current. Form'd to humble Man, 
This child of vengeful Nature ! There, fublim'd 

.To faarlefs luft of blood, the favage race 
Roam, licensed by the fhading hour of guilt. 
And foul mifdeed, when the pure day ha^ fhut 915 
His facrcd eye. The tyger darting fierce 

i Impetuous 
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Impetaoas on the prejr his glance has doomed t 
The lively-ihining leopard, fpeckled o'er 
With many a fpot, the beauty of the wafte ; 
And, fcorning dl the taming arts of Man, 929 
The keen hyena, fclleft of the felL 
Thefe, ruihing from th' inhofpitable woods 
Of MaMritatiia, or the tufted iiles. 
That verdant rife amid the LyBtan wild, 
Innumerous glare around their fliaggy Icing, 92; 
Majeftic, (talking o'er the printed fand ; 
And, with imperious and repeated roars. 
Demand their fated food. The fearful flocks 
^ Croud near the guardian fwain ; tiie nobler heids,. 
Where round their lordly bull, in rural eafe, 93 a 
They ruminating lie, with horror hear 
The coming rage. Th' awakened viUage darts ; 
And to her fluttering breafl the mother fbains 
Her thoughtlefs infant. From the Pyrat^s den. 
Or ftern Morocco^ % tyrant fang efcap'd, . 935. 

The wretch half-wifhei for his bonds again ; 
While, uproar all, the wildemefs refounds, /. 

From AiUu eaflward to the frighted Mt. 

Unhappy he ! who from the ia^ of joys. 
Society, cut off, is left alone 94.Q 

Amid this world of death. Day after day. 
Sad on the jutting eminence he fits, - . > 

And views the main thai ever toils below ; . 
Still fondly forming in the &rtheil verge, 

E5 Where 
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Whert'tW Kmttd edl» mixsc mA the watte, 945 
Ships, dim-diic6yered, dropping ftom the cloads ; 
At evening, to the ietting fvm he tnrxM 
A mournfbl eje, aad down lus dying heart 
Sinks helplefs ; while the wonted roar is up. 
And hils continnal thro' the tedious night. g^o 
Yet here, even here, into theie blaclc abodes 
Of monHers, onappall'd, from ftooping Rm^t, 
Afii giiitty Cafur^ LiBERTr retir'd. 
Her Cato fbHowing thro* Numidian wilds : 
Difdainful of Camfama^s gentle plains, 955 

And all the gseoi delights Aufinia pours ; 
Wl^exr.for tbem &e mud bend the fervile knee. 
And favming take the fpleadid robber'Ss boon* 

Npie flop the terrors of theft regions herer. 
Comnui&on'd demons oft, aj^gels of wrath, 969 
Let looie the raging elements. Breath'd hot. 
From all the booadlels furnace of the iky. 
And th6 wide guttering wafte of burning fimd^ 
A fuiFocaliiig wind the pilgrim fnutes 
With inilant death. Fatient of thirft and toU» 9% 
Son of the defart ! even the camel feels. 
Shot thro' his withered heart, the ixery bkft* 
Or from the black-red ether, burfting broad. 
Sallies- the ftdden whirlwind. Strait the fandsy 
Commov'd around, in ga^ering eddies play : 970 
Nearer and nearer ftiB they ibrkening' come j 
TilU with the general aii-involmg ftom 

Swept 
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Swept upv the ^hblB ccmtiiiaoas wilds arife ; I 

And by their noon-day fouQt dejeaed throWB, 

Op funk at night in fad difaftrous ileep, * 975 

Beneath defcending hills, the caravan 

Is buried deep. In Cairo's crouded ftreets 

Th* impatient merchant, wondering, waits in vain, 

And Mecca faddens at the long delay.* 

SiiT ehief at m, whofe ev«y flexile wavis 9^ 
Obeys the bl^H, the aerial tomalt fwells. 
In the dread pcean, undulating wide, > 

Beneath the radiant line that girts the gl<rf)e. 
The circling f Typhon, whirPd from point to poinf , 
Exhau&iBg all thp rage of .all the iky, >9^5 

. Ani dire f E?ia*^a jrei^n. Amid thf ^av^, ' 
Falfpjy A^reiie, deep in a cloudy J fpepjc 
Comprefs'd, the mighty tempeft brooding dwells : 
Of no regard, fave to the fldlfiil eye, 

.Fiery and fpul, the fmall progndffick hangs 990 
Aloft, or on the promontory's brow 
Mufters its force. A faint deceitful calm, 
A fluttering gale, the demon fehds before. 
To tempt the fpreading fail. Then down at once, 
Precipitant, defcends a mingled mafs 99S 

Of roaring winds, and flame, and ruftiing floods. 

t Tyfbon and Ecnepbia^ ta^t of partiQilar Aoiaifi off hum* 
.canea, l^own oniybptwccn the ^opks. . 

$ Called by failors the O^c-iye, beiug in apfcaranct at Bjf^ 
ao biggei-, 

E 6 l» 
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In wild amazement fix'd tke failor ftas^. 

Art is too flow : By rapid fateopprefsM, 

fRs broad-wing'd vefTei drinks, the whelming tide^ 

Hid in the bofom of the. black abyfsa looo 

Wiih fuch mad feas the daring f Gam a foughty. 

For many a day^ and many a dreadful night>, 

IncefTanty lab'ring round thc^ormj Cafe ; 

By bold ambition led, and bolder thiril 

'Of gold. For then from ancient gloom emerged 1005 

The rifmg/ world of trade: the Ginitts^ thes^ 

Of navigation, that,, in hopekfs floth. 

Had flumber'd on the vaft Atlantic deep, 

For idle ages, ftarting^ heavd at M 

The tLusiTAKfAN Prince 9 who, HiAv^N-inipir'd,, 

To^ove of ufeful glory rous'd mankind, 1 on 

And in unbounded Commerce mix'd die world;. 

Increasing Hill the terrors of thefe florms^. . 
His jaws horrific arm'd with threefold fate. 
Here dwells the direful fliark. Lur'd by thefcent 1015 
Of lleaming crouds, of rank difeafe, and death,. 
Behold! he rufliing cuts the briny* flood. 
Swift as the gale can bear the fhip along ^ 
And, from the partners of that cruel trade. 
Which {polls unhappy Guinea of her fons, i ozo 

■I* Vasco dk Gama, the ^rft who failed round Africa, fajr 
the Caffe ofOood Hope, to the £aft India* 

i Don Hemky, third fon to Jdbtt the firft, king of PdrfaV 
' ^A/. His ftcong genius to the difcovery of new countries was the 
chief fource of all the modeio improvements in navigation* 



SUMMER. 85 

Demftnds his- dxftre of prey ; demands theinfelves. 
The ftormy fetes defcend : one death involves 
'Tyrants and flaves ; when ftrait, thei^mangled limbs 
CraGiing at once, he dyes the purple feas 
With gore, and riots in the vengeful meal. 1025 

WiiBN o'er this world, by equinodHal rains' 
Flooded immenfe^ looks out the joylefs fun. 
And draws the copious fteam : from fwampy fens. 
Where putrefadion into life ferments. 
And breathes deftruWve myriads ; or from woods. 
Impenetrable fhades, receffes foul, loji 

In vapours rank and blue corruption wrapt, 
Whofc gloomy hcwrors yet no defperate foot 
Has ever dar*d to pierce ; then, wafteful, forth 
Walks the dire Power of peftilent difeaie. i o j; 

A thoufand hideous fiends her courfe attend. 
Sick Nature blading, and to heartleis woe^ 
And feeble defolation, calling down 
The towering hopes and all the pride of Man» 
Such as, of late, at Cartbagena qucnch'd 1040 

The British fire. You, gaMant VfiRNON^faw- 
The miferable fcene ; you, pitying, few 
To infant-weaknefs funk the warrior'^s arm ; 
Saw the. deep-racking pang, the ghaftly form. 
The lip pale-quivering, and the beamlefs eye 1045 
Mo more with ardour bright : you heaxd the groans 
Of agonisiag ihips^ from Ihojre to ihore ; 

Heordj 
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H;oar4, mghjtlr plwg'd smd the- fiiUna «ra?^ 
The fieqtt^t a)rfe ; w|ule oa ^atph other fi?t'd, 
Jii fad prcfegf .^ the blank afliftant$ feeafd, 1050 
Silent, to sJJf, whom FjUe would ne^ct demand. 

What need I mention thofe inclement (kiesy 
Whcrfijfre^uent o'er ,tho fickenin^ <%, PUgne^ 
The fierceft child ojfNBMi^sifi divine, ., 
Defcends? • From i&/^w^<Vs poifoned woods, 10J5 
From ftifled Cairo*s filth, and fetid fields 
With locuft-armies putrefying heap'id. 
This' great deftroycr fprung. Her awful rage 
The brutes elcape : Man is her deftin'd prey. 
Intemperate Man \ and, o'er his.guilty domes, 1060 
She drfws a clofe incumbejit cloud of death ; 
.Uninterrupted by the living winds. 
Forbid to blow a wholefomc breeze ; and ftain'd 
With many a mixture by the fun, fuffus'd. 
Of angry afpeft. Princely wifdom, then, 1 065 

Dejefts his watchful eye ; and from the hand 
fi{ feeble juftice, ineffedual, drop 
The fword and balance : mute the voice of joy. 
And huih'd the clamour of the bufy world. 
Empty the ftrcets, with uncouth verdure clad ; 1070 \ 
Into the worft of defarts fudden turn'd 
The chear&l haunt of Men : unlefs efcap'd 
From tbedoom'dhpufe, where matchlefehorror reigns, 

* Tbefe a^Xhe oaolbs-Ai^orci} to V /he. firft 01^ of tbie 
Mhau'ui Dr. MxAD*8 degwt book on tnat ^u&jeA, 
i ^*^ ' Shut 
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Shut up b^ barbarous ftiur» the fi]dtteii»wiet€fa» 

With fteosy wild» brealu loofe ; ^nd, bud to heaven 

t^crouxiing, the dreadful ppUcy amigtis, . 1076 

Inhumady and unwife. The fulku door» 

Yet uninfe£ied| on its cautious hinge 

Fearing to turn, abhors fociety : , 

Dependants, fpaais, relations. Love lim&if, 1080 

Savaged by woe, forget the t^ender tie, 

The fweetengageoient of the feeling heart. 

But vain their feUifh care : the circling (ky« 

The wide enlivening air is full of fate $ 

And, ih-uck by turns, in iblitary pangs . ioS$ 

They fall, unbleft, (intended, and unmoum'd* 

Thus o'er the proilrate city black D^pair 

Exitends her raven wing; while, to ccxnplete 

The fqene of defolation, ftretch'd around. 

The grim guards fiand> denying all retreat, 1099 

And give the flying wretch a bette^ deatlu 

Much yet remains unfung : the rage intenfe 
Of brazen-vaulted Ikies, of iron fields. 
Where drought and famine ftarve the biased year : 
Fir'd by the torch of noon to tenfold rage, 109 c 
The infuriate hill that fhoots the pillaPd flame $ 
And, rous*d within the fubterranean world, 
Th' expanding earthquake, that refifllefs fhakes 
Afpiring cities from their fblid bafe. 
And buries mountains in the flaming gulph. 1 100 
But 'tis enough ; retum, my vagrant Mufe : 
A nearer ftene of horror calls thee home. 

BSHOLD^ 
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Bbhold, flow-fettling o*er the land grove * 
Unuiualilarkners broods ; and growing gains 
The fiill pofleflion of the fky, furcharg'd i io$ 

With wrathful vapour, from the fccrct beds. 
Where fleep the mineral generations, drawn* 
Thence Nitre, Sulphur, and the fiery fpume 
Of ^t Bitumen, fteaming on the day. 
With various*tindur'd trains of latent flame, 1 1 lo 
Pollute the iky, and in yon baleful cloud, 
A reddening gloom, a magazine of ^te. 
Ferment ; till, by the touch ethereal rous'd. 
The da(h of clouds, or irritating war 
Of fighting winds, while dl is calm below, ll 1 5 
They furious fpring. A boding filence reigns. 
Dread thro* the dun expanfe ; fave the dull found 
That from the mountain, previous to the f!orm, 
Kolh o'er the muttering earth, diflurbs the flood. 
And ihakes the foreft-leaf without a breath. 1 120 
Prone, to the loweft vale, the aerial tribes 
Defcend : the tcmpeft-loving raven fcarce 
Dares wing the dubious duik. In rueful gaze 
The cattle fland, and on the fcowling heavens 
Cafl a deploring eye ; by Man forfook, 1 125 . 

Who to the crowded cottage hies him faft. 
Or feeks the fhelter of the downward cave. 

'Tis liilening fear, and dumb amazement all i 
When to the flartled eye the fudden glance 
Appears far fouthj, eruptive thro' the cloud i 1 159 

An* 
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And following flower, in exploflon vaft. 
The Thunder raifes his tremendous voice. 
At firft, heard folcmn o'er the verge of heaven. 
The tempeft growls ;' but as it nearer comes, 
And rolls its awful burden on the wind, 1135 

The lightnings flaih a larger curve, and more 
The noife aftounds : till over head a fheet 
Of Hvid flame difclofes wide ; then fliuts. 
And opens wider ; fliuts and opens ftill 
Expanflve, wrapping ether in a blaze. . 1 140 

Follows the loofen'd aggravated roar, 
Enlarging, deepening, mingling ; peal on peal 
Crufli'd horrible^ convulflng heaven and earth. 

Down comes a deluge of fonorous hail, 
Or prone-defcendingrain. Wide-rent, theclouds, 1 145 
Pour a whole flood ; and yet, its flame unquench'd, 

' Th* unconquerable lightning ftruggles through, 
Ragged and fierce, or in red whirling balls, 
And fires the mountains with redoubled rage, x 1 49 

. Black from the ftroke, abov^, the fmouldiing pine 
Stands a fad flxatter'd trunk ; and, flretch'd below* 
A lifelefs groupe the blafted cattle lie : 

L Here the Toft flocks, wi^ that fame harmlefs look" 
They wore alive, and ruminating ftiU 
In fancy's eye ; and there the frowning bull, 1 1 5 j 
And ox half-rais'd. Struck on the cafUed olif, 
The venerable tower and fpiry fane 
RcCxgn their aged pride. The gkomy woods 

Sta^ 
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Start at the flaih» and from their deep receis^ 
Wide-flaoiisg out, their trejnblixig innutes ihake. 
Amid Carnar*i/Qn*% ixiOuiitaiii3 rages loud i i6i 

The repercttilive roar : with mighty croih, 
.Into the ilafliijQg deep, from the rode rocks 
Of Ptnmanmaur heap'd hideous to the ilqr. 
Tumble the fmitten cliffs ; ztASneiJcd^u's peak, 1 165 
DifTolvingy iniftant yields his wintry load. 
Far-feen, the heights of heathy Ctevibt blaze. 
And Tbule bellows thro' her utmoil iiles. 

G y I L T h^ars appaJl'd^ with deeply troubled thought. 
And yet not always on the guilty head 1 170 

Defcends the fated flaih. Young Celadon 
And his Am€x.ia were a matchleis pair; 
With^ual virtue form'd, and equal grace, • 
The fame, diiUnguiih'd by their fex alone : 
Hers the mild luAre of the blooming mom, 1 1 75 
And his the radiance of the rifen day. 

Trey lovM : But fuch their guildefs paffion was. 
As in the dawn of time infbrm'd the heart 
Of innocence, and undiflembling truth. 
iVas friendfhip heightened by themutuai wifli, 1 1 So 
Th' enchanting hope, and fympsthetic glow, 
' Beam'd from the mutual eye« ]>nrotiiig all 
To love, each was to eich a .dealier felf ; 
Supremely happy in th' awakened power 
Of giving joy* Aioiiey amid the fliades, 1 i8 $ 

StiU 
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Still in harmonious interconrfe they liv'd 
The rural day, and talk'd the flowing heart. 
Or figh'd and looV'd unutterable things. 

So pafs'd their life, a clear united ftream. 
By care unrufRed; till, in evil hour, 1190 

The tempeft. caught them on the tender walk, 
Heedlefs how far, and where its mazes ftray'd, 
*While9 with each other bleft, creative love 
Still bade eternal Eden fmile around. 
P^faging inftant fate her b(^om heav'd 1 1 95 

Unwonted fighs^ and ftealing oft a look 
Of the big glo(M]^ on Cbi, adon h/^r ey^ 
Fell tearful, wetting her djufordered chedc. 
In vain afTuring love, and confidence . 1 199 

In Heaven, reprefs'd her fear; itgrew,andlhook 
Her frame near diflblution. He perceiv'd 
Th'4inequal conflid, and as angels look 
On dying faints, his eyes compaflion fhed. 
With love illumin'd high. ** Fear not, he faid, 
** Sweet innocence ! thou ilraager to offence, 1105 
'^ And inward ilorm ! He, who yon ikies involvea 
** In frowns of darknefs, ever fmiles on thee 
" With kind regard. O'er thee the fecrct ihaft 
** That w^es at midnight, or th' undreaded hour 
^* Of noon, flies harmlefs : and that very voice, 1219 
•* Which thunders terror thro' the guilty heart, 
" With tongues of feraphs whifpers peace to thine., 
<* 'Tis iafety to be near thee fure, and thus 

" To 
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" Toclafpperfeftionl'' From his void embrace, I2'i 4 
Myftenous Heaven ! that moment, to the ground, 
A blackened corfe, was (truck the beauteous maid. 
But who can paint the lover, as he flood, 
Pierc'd "by fevere amazement, hating life, 
^peechlefs, and fix'd in all the death of woe ! 
So, faint refemblance ! on the marble tomb, 1220 
The weU-dilTembled mourner (looping (lands, 
For ever filent, and for everfad. 

A« from the face of heaven the (battered cloadt 
Tumultuous rove, th' interminable (ky 
Sttblimer fwells, and o'er the world expands 1 225 
A purer ateure. Thro* the lightened air 
A higher luflre and a clearer calm, 
Dtffhfive, tremble ; while, as if in (ign 
Of danger paft, a glittering robe of joy. 
Set off abundant by the yellow ray, 1230 

Invefb the fields ; and nature fmiles reviv'd. 

*l*i8 beauty all, and grateful fong around, 
Join'd to the low of kine, and numerous bleat 
Of flocks thick-nibbling thro' the clover'd vale. 
And (hall the hymn be marr'd by thanklefsMan, 1 235 
Mo(l-favour*d ; who with voice articulate 
Should lead the chorus of this lower world I 
Shall he, fo foon forgetful of the hand 
That hu(h*d the thunder, and ferenes the (ky, 
£xtingui(h'd feel that fpark the temped wak'd, 1246 

That 
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That fenfe of powers exceeding far his own. 

Ere yet his feeble heart has loft its fears f 

' Chear*d by the milder beam, the fprightly youth 
Speeds to the well-known pool, whofe cryftal depth 
A fandy bottom fhews. A while he ftands 1245 
Gazing th' inverted landfldp, half afraid 
To meditate the blue profound below ; 
Then plunges headlong down the circling flood. 
His ebon trefles, and his Tofy cheek 
Inftant emerge ; and thro* the obedient wave, 1250 
At each ihort breathing by his lip repell'd. 
With arms and legs according well, he makes. 
As humour leads, an eafy-winding path ; 
While, from his poliih'd fides, a dewy light 
Effufes on the pleas'd fpedkitors round. 125J 

This is the pureft exerdfe of health, 
' The kind refreiher of the fummer-heats; 
Nor, when coldWiNXER keens the brightening flood. 
Would I weak-ftiivering linger on the brink. 
Thus life redoubles, and is oft prefervM, 1260 

By the bold fwimmer, in the fwift illapfe 
Of accident difaftrous. Hence the limbs 
Knit into force ; and the fame RsmQn arm. 
That rofe vidlorious o'er the conquer'd earth, 
Firft learn'd, while tender, to fubdue the wave. 1 265 
Even, from the body's purity, the mind 
Receives a fecret fympathctic aid. 

Closb 
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Close in the covch of an hazel copfe. 
Where winded into pleafing folitudes 
Runs oat tht rambling dale, yo^ngDAuov fat, 1270 
t*enfiVc, and pierc'cf with love's delightful pangs. 
There to the ftream that down the diflant rocks 
Moarfe-murmuringfellyandplaintivebreexethatplayH 
Among the bending willows, falfely he 
OfMusiDORA^s cruelty complain'd, 127J 

She' felt his flame ; but deep within her breaH, 
^n bafhful coynefs, or in maiden pride, 
The foft retam conceaPd ; fave when it iloit 
In fide-long gknces from her downcaft eye> 
Or from her fwelling foul in ftiHed £ghs. 1 280 

Touch'd by the fcene, no Granger to his vows. 
He fram'd a melting lay, to try her heart ; 
And, if an infant paflion flruggled there, 
To call that psJ&ot forth. ThHce happy' fwain ! 
A lucky chance, diat oft decides the fate 1285 

Of mighty monanrhs, then decided thine, 
^or lo 1 conduced by the laughing Loveis* 
TJiis cool retreat hisMcrsiooR^ fought : 
Warm in Jker cheek the fultry feafon glow'd ; 
And, robe'd in loofe array, fhe came to bathe 1 29(1 
Her fervent limbs in tlie refrefiiing ftream. 
What Ihall he do ? In fweet confufion loft. 
And dubious flutterlngs, he a while remained : 
A pure ingenuous 1 elegance of foul, 
A delicate refinement, known to few, 125^ 

Perj^ex'd his breafl, and urg'd him to retire : 

4 But 
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But IcJve forbade. Vc prudes in virtue, fay. 
Say, ye fevereft, what would you have done ? 
Meantime, this fairer nymph than ever bleft 
Arcadian ftr^am, with timid eye around 1300 

rthe banks furveying, ftrippM her beauteous limbs, 
To tallfe the lucid coolnefs of the flood. 
Ah then \ not Paris oh the piiiy top 
Of JJa pinted ftrbnger, when afid6 
The rival-goddeffes the veil divine i joj 

Cafl Uncohfln'd, and gave him all their charms. 
Than, Damon, thou; as froni the fnowy leg. 
And flender foot, th* inverted (ilk ftie drew ; 
As the foft touch diiTolv^d the virgin zone ; 
And, thro' the parting robe, th* alternate bread, 131a 
With youth wild-throbbing, on thy lawlefs gaze 
In full iuxui;iance rofe. But, defperate youth. 
How durft thou rifque the foul-dillradling view ; 
As from her naked limbs, of glowing white. 
Harmonious fwelPd by Nature's iineft hand, 13 ij 
In folds loofe-floating fell the fainter lawn ; 
And fair-expos'd (he flood, fhrunk from herfelf. 
With fancy blulhing, at the doubtful breeze 
Alarm'd, and Har ting like the fearful fawn ? 
Then to the flood ihe rulh'd ; the parted flood 1320 
Its lovely gueft with clofing waves received ; 
. And every beauty foftening, every grace 
Flufhing anewi a mellow luflre fhed : 
As fhines the lily thro' the cryflal mild; 
Or as the rofe amid the morning dev/, ' 1^325 

' Frefh 
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Frcfli from Aurora^^ hand) more fwcetly glows. 
While thus ihc wanton'd, now beneath the \yave 
But ill-conceal'd ; and now with i^eaming locksj 
That half-embrac'd her in a humid veil, 
Rifing again, the latent Damon drew 1330 

Such madning draughts of beauty to the foul. 
As for a while o'erwhelm'd his raptur'd thought 
With luxury too-daring. Checked, at laft, 
. By love's refpedful modefty, he jdeem'd 
The theft profane, if aught pro&ne to love 1335 
Can e'er be deem'd j and, ftruggling from the fhade. 
With headlong hurry fled : but firft thefe lines, 
Trac'd by his ready pencil, on the bank 
With trembling hand he threw. " Bathe on, my feir, 
** Yet unbeheld fave by the facred eye 1340 

** Of faithful love : I go to guard thy haunt, 
** To keep from thy recefs each vagrant foot, 
" And each licentious eye." With wild fuiprize. 
As if to marble ftruck, devoid of fenfe, 
A ftupid moment motionlefs ihe Hood : ^345 

So (lands the * ftatue that enchants the 'world. 
So bending tries to veil the matchlefs boafl. 
The mingled beauties of exulting Greece. 
Recovering, fwift Ihe flew to find thofe robes 
Which blifsful Eden knew not; and, array'd 1350 
In carelefs hafle, tV alarming paper fnatch'd. 
But, when her Damon's well-known hand (he faw. 
Her terrors vanifti'd, and a fofter train 
• The Vcn«8 of Medici. 
I Of 
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Ofmixt emotions, hard to bs dercrib'd. 

Her fudden bofom feiz'd : fhame void of guilt, 1 355 

The charming blufh of innocence, elleem 

And admiration of her lover's flame. 

By modefty exalted : even a fenfe 

Of felf-approving beauty ftote acrofs 

Her bufy thought. At length, a tender cahn 1 360 

Hulh'd by degrees the tumult of her foulj 

And on the ipreading beech, that o'er the ftream 

Incumbent hung, fhe with the fllvan pen 

Of rural lovers this confeffion carv'd. 

Which foonher D A m o n kifs'd with weeping joy : 1 36$ 

** Dear youth! fole judge ofwhatthefererfes mean, 

** By fortune too much favour'd, but by love, 

" Alas I not ftvour'd lefs, be ftill as now 

** Difcreet : the time may come you need not fly,'* 

Th r fun has loft his rage : his downward orb 1 370 
Shoots nothing now but animating warmth. 
And vital luftre ; that, with various ray. 
Lights up the clouds, thofe beau teous'robes of heave n* 
Inceflant roU'd into romantic fhapes, 
The dream of waking fancy ! Broad below, 1375 
Cover'd with ripening fruits, and fwelling faft 
Into the perfeft year, the pregnant earth 
And all her tribes rejoice. Now the foft hour 
Of walking comes : for him who lonely loves 
To feek the diflant hills, and there converfe 138© 
With Nature ; there l;o harmonize his heart;, 

Voul. F And 
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Aftd in pathetic fong to breathe aronnd 

The harmony to others. Social friends, 

Attun'd to happy unifon of foul ; 

To whofc exalting eye a fairer world, 1 385 

Of which the vulgar never had a glimpfe, 

Ibifplays its charms ( whofe minds are richly fraught 

With philofophic ftores, fuperior light ; 

And in whofe bread, enthoiiaftic, bams 

Virtue, the fons of intereft deem romance ; 1390 

Now call'd abroad enjoy the falling day : 

Now to the verdant Portico of woods, 

To Nature's vaft Lyceum^ forth they walk ; 

By that kind School where no proud mailer reigns, 

The full free cmiverfe of the frieadiy heart, 139; 

Improving and improvM« Now from tke world. 

Sacred to fweet retirenent, lovers ibal, 

And pour their fouls in tranfport, which the Sirb 

Of love approving hears, aad calls it gooJ. 1 3 99 

Which way, Amanda, fhall we bend our courfe ? 

The choice perplexes. Wherefore ihould we chufe ? 

All is the fame with thee. Say, fliall we wind 

Along the ftreams ? or walk the fiiiMifig mead ? 

Or court the fbreft-glades I or wander wild 

Among the waving harvefts ? or afcend, 1405 

While radiant Sunmier opens all its pride, 

Thy hill, delightful • Shen$ f Here 1«; us fwecp 

The boundlefs landfkip : now the raptur'd eye, 

* The old name of Richmond, fignifying in Saxon Sbimt^^ 
or Sfiemhr^ 

Exulting 
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Exulting fvift, to huge Augusta fend. 

Now to the * Sifter^ Hills that ftirt her plain, 1410 

To lofty Harrow now, and now to where 

Majeilic Windfinr lifts his princely brow. 

In lovely contraft to this glorious view 

Calmly magnificent, then will we turn 

To w4iere the filver Th a m e s firft rural grows^ 141$ 

There let the feafted eye unwearied flray : 

Luxurious, there, rove thro' the pendant woods 

That nodding hang o'er Har rington's retreat ; 

And, ftooping thence to Ham^% embowering walks^ 

Beneath whofe ftiades, in fpotlefs peace retir'd, 1420 

With Hbr the plcafing partner of his heart, 

The worthy Qveensb'rv yet laments his Gav, 

And polifh'd Corn bury wooes the willing Mufe» 

Slow let ns trace the matchless Valb of Th am bs \ 

Fair-winding up to v^here the Mufes haunt 1 42$ 

In Ttui^nam^Q bowers, and for their Pope implore 

The healing Goi f ; to royal Hamf ton's pile. 

To Clerm<hnt*% terrafs'd height, and EJher^s groves. 

Where in the fvveeteft folitude, embrac'd 

By the foft windings of the filent A/(f/r, 1430 

From courts and fenates Pelham finds repofe* 

Ihchanting vale ! beyond whate'er the Mufe 

Has of Achaia or Hefperia fung ! 

O vale of blifs 1 O foftly-fwelling hills ! 

On which the Po^wer 0/ Cultivation lies, 1435 

And joys to fee the wonders of his toiU 

• High/rate and JJamfieai^ 
\ In hxs laft ficknels. 

F 2 Heavens ! 
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He A VE Ns ! what a goodly proipedl fpreads aroun<I» 
Of hills, and dales, and woods^ and lawns, and fpires^ 
And glittering towns, andgilded ilreams, till all 
The llretching landikip into fmoke decays ! 144-0 
Happy BaiTANNiA4 where the Qveen of Arts^ 
Infpiring vigour, Liberty abroad 
Walks, unconfin'd, even to thy farthefl cotts. 
And fcatters plenty with uniparing hand. 

Rich is thy foil, and merciful thy clime ; 1445 
Thy ftreams unfailing in the Summer's droughty 
Unmatched thy guardian-oaks.; thy valleys float 
With golden waves : and on thy mountains flocks 
Bleat nomberlefs ; while, roving round their fides. 
Bellow the blackening herds in lufty droves. 1450 
Beneath, thy meadows glow, and rife unquelPd 
^gainft the mower's fcythe. On every hand 
Thy villas fliine. Thy country teems with wealth j 
And property aflures it to the fwain, 
Pleas'd, and unwearied, in his guarded toil, 14^5 

Full are thy cities with the fons of art 5 
And trade and joy, in every bufy ilrcet. 
Mingling are heard : even Drudgery himfelf, 
As at the car he fweats, or dufty hews 
The palace-done, looks gay. Thy crouded ports, 
Where rifing mails an endlefs profpedl yield, 1 46 1 
With labour burn, and echo to the fliouts 
Of hurried failor, as he hearty waves 

His 
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His fall adieu, and loofening every (heet, 

Refigns the fpreading veflel to the wind. H^j 

Bold, firm, and graceful, are thy generous youth,^ 
By hardlhip finew'd, and by danger fir'd. 
Scattering the nations where they go ; and firft 
Or on the lifted plain, or ftormy feaj. 
Mild are thy glories too, as o'er the plans '47^ 
Of thriving peace thy thoughtful fires prefide ; 
In genius, and fubftahtial learning, high ; 
For every virtue, every worth, renown'd ; 
Sincere, plain-hearted, hofpitable, kind; 
Yet like the muftering thunder when provok'd, 1475.. 
The dread of tyrants, and the fole refource 
Of thofe that under grim oppreffion groan. 

Thy Sons of Glory many! Alfred thme. 
In whom the fplendor of heroic war, -'^ . 

And more heroic peace, when governed well, i/(9<^ 
Combine ; whofe hallowed name the virtues faint. 
And his own Mufes love ; the beft of Kings f 
With him thy Edwards and thy Henrys (hine. 
Names dear to Fame ; the firft who deep imprefs'd ' 
On haughty Gaul the terror of thy arms, • ^8 j 
That awes her genius ftill. In Statf/m^n thotf. 
And Patriofsy fertile. Thine a ifteady Mo|tBj 
Who, with a generous tho* miftaken sseal^ , 
Withftood a brutal tyrant's ofeful rage, 
lake Cato finn* like AmsTiDfts yi% 1490 

F 3 Like 
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Like rigid Cincinnatus nobly poor, 
A dauntlefs foul ere£t» who fmil'd on death* 
Frugal, and wife, a Walsingham is thine ; 
A DaAKE, who made thee miilrefs of the deep. 
And bore thy fiame in thunder round the world. 1 49^ 
Then flam'd thy fpirit high : but who can fpeak 
The numerous worthies of the Maiden Reign ? 
In Raleigh mark their every glojy mix'd; 
Rale ich, the fcourge of Spain/ whofe breaft with all 
The fage, the patriot, and the hero burn'd. 1500 
Nor funk his vigour, when a coward-reign 
The warrior fettered, and at laH reilgn'd» 
To glut the vengeance of a vanquilh'd foe. 
Then, aftive ftill and unreftrain*d, his mind 
Explor'd the vaft extent of ages pad, 1^505 

And with his prifon-hours enrich'd the world ; 
Yet found no times, in all the long refcarch, 
80 glorious, or fo bafe, as thoie he prov'd* 
ti« which he conquer'd, and in which h« bled. 
Nor can the Muie the gallant Stovgr pafs^ 1510 
The plame of war ! with early laurels crown'd,. 
The Ldver'^ myrtk, and the Poet's bay^ 
A Ham PEN too is tiiine, illoilrioas land. 
Wife, ftrenuo«8> firm, of unfubmitting fouU 
Who ftem^d the toiremt of a downward age 15 15 
To flavexy prone, md bade thee rife again. 
In all thy natire pomp of freedom bold. 
Bright, at hi^ call, thy Age of Men cfulg'd. 
Of Men on vrhtm \M tm^ % kindling ey^ 
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Shall turn, and tyrants tremble while they read. 152a 

Bring every (WeeteH flower, and let me Hrew 

The grave where Rus s el lies ; whofe temper'd bloods 

With calmed chearfuln/efs for thee refign'd,. 

Stain 'd the fad anaals of a giddy reign ; 

Aiming at lawJeii power, tho* meanly Qmk >5Zf 

In loofe inglorious luxury. With him 

His friend, the * British C/^ssivs, fearltfe bled; 

Of high* determined ipirit, roughly brave, 

By ancient learning to th' enlightened love 

Of ancienx freedom warm'd. Fair thy renowa 15 50 

In awful SMgij an^ in^aoble Sards ; 

Soen 96 the ligh^ «f dawning Science ^rend 

Her oiMUt ray^ a^d wak^d the MnQss? ib&g« 

Thine is a Bacoii ; .hajpHs in his choice. 

Unfit to Hand the civil florm of flate,. 153$ 

And thro' the {pxooth barbarity of courts* 

With iirm but.jpU^t virtue,, forward iliU ^ 

To urge his courier: him for the ftudious fhade . 

Kind Nature fousi'd* deep, camjMreheniive, clear^ ^ 

Exad, and elegant ; in one rich foul, ij^ 

Plato, xhe Stagymtf, and Tully join'd. * 

The great deHverer he I who from the gloom , ^ / 

Of cloifter'd aK»^ks» and jargon- tea^ing^ipbooti* 

Led fbr^)^ {the true PhiloAiphy^ ^i^^^long -e , 

Held in the m;|gic chain of wos-dsaad^^fH^is < ^545 

And definitions vgdd: he led her fofji^ . 

Daughter of HiAV£if ! that flow-afceading ftill, 

f . . ^ F 4 Invelligating 
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InveiUgating fare the ciiain of things, 
With radiant finger p<5ints to Heaven again. 
The generous * Ashley thine, the friend of Man ; 
Who fcann'd his Nature with a brother's eye, 1551 
His weaknefs prompt to fhade, to raifc his aim, 
To touch the finer movements of the mind, 
And with the moral beauty charm the heart. 
Why need I name thy Boyle, whofe pious fearch 
Amid the dark recefles of his works, 1556 

The great C n s atoh fought ? And why thy Lo ckb. 
Who made the whole internal world his own ? 
Let Nbwton, ^ure InttlHginciy whom God 
To mortals lent, to trace his boundlefs works' 1 j6d 
From laws fublimely fimple, fpeak thy fame 
In all philofophy. For lofty fenfe. 
Creative fancy,' and ihfpe£tion keea ' 

Thro' the deep windings of the human heart, 1 564 
Is not wild^ HAKES PEA R E thinc andNatare'5 boaft \ 
Is not each great, each amiable Mufe 
Of claific ages in thy Milton met ? 
A genius univerfal as his theme ; 
Aflonifhing as Chaos, as the bloom 
Of blowing Eden fair, as Heaven fublime. 1570 
Nor (hall my verfe that elder bard forget. 
The gentle SpeKcer-, Fancy's plealihgfon; 
Who, like a copious nvei^, jt>our'd his tfm^ 
O'er all the mazes of enchanted grouidd : * 
Nor thee, his ancient mailer, lahgfaing fage, - 157; 
• Aktony AtHiXT'Cooy», Sariof i$^tf/>^irgr. 

Chavcbrj 
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Chaucer, whbfe native manners-painting yerfe, 
Well-moralizM, ihines thro' the Gothic cloud 
Of time and language o'er thy genius thrown. 

May my fong foften* as thy Daughters I, 
Britannia, hail ! for beauty is their own, 1580 
The feeling hearty iimplicity of life^ 
Aad. elegance, and taile : the faultlefs form, 
SIrap'd by the hand of harmony ; the cheek. 
Where the live crim{bn> thro' the native white 
Soft-fhooting,, o?er the face diffufes bloom, 1585 
And every namelefs grace ; the parted lip. 
Like the red rofe-bud moifl with, morning-dew. 
Breathing delight ^ and, under flowing jet. 
Or funny ringlets,, or of circling brown. 
The nect flightrlhaded, and the fwelling breaft ; 1 590- 
The look refiillefs, piercing to the foul. 
And" by the ibul infbrm'd, when d'refl in love 
She fits- highrfmiling in the confcious eye. 

Island of blifs ! amid the fubje^L.feas, 
That thunder round thy reeky coafls, fet up, 1595:- 
At once the wonder,, terror, and delight. 
Of dillant nations ;, whofe rcmoteft fliores 
Can foon be fhakcn by thy naval arm.;. 
Not to be.fhook thyfelf, but all aflaults 
Baffiing, as thy hoar cliffe the loud fea-wave. i6oa» 

O Thou ! by whofe almighty Na^ the fcale 
Of empire rifes, or alternate falls,, 

E 5 Sen<£ 
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Seard forth thefaving Virtobs laamAihc knd^ 

In bright patrol : white /Vor^ and Ibdal lovt ; 

The tender-looking C6«r/V^» intent i^o; 

On gentle deeds, and ihedding tears thro*^ (miles ;, 

Undaunted Truihy and Dignity of mind ; 

Courage composM, and keen y found Temperajxe, 

Healthful in heart and look ; dear Chafiity^ 

With bhiflies reddening as fhe moves along, i6ia 

Difordercd at the deep regard fhe draws ; 

Rough InJuftry ; ASli<vity untir'd. 

With copious life informed, and all awake : 

While in the radiant front,, fuperior fiiines 

That firft paternal virtue. Public Zeal; 1615 

Who throws o'er all an equal wide furvey. 

And," ever mufing oa the common weal, . 

Still labours glorious with fome great deiign. 

Low walks the fun, and broadens by degrees,. 
Jufto'er the verge of day. The (hifting clouds 162a 
Affembled gay, a richly-gorgfeous train,. 
In all, their pomp attend hi^ fetting throne. 
Air, earth,- and ocean fmile immenfe.. And now,. 
As if his weary chariot (ought the bowei^ 
Oi Ampbitritey and her tending nymphs,- 162^ 

(So Grecian fable fung)' he dips Mis orb ; 
Now half-immers'd ; and now a golden curve 
Gives one bright glance, then total difappears. 

For ever. running an enchanted round, 
Pafles the day, deceitful, vain, and void ; 1630- 

As. 
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As fif qte th^^viibii^ o^er the formfiil braio» 

This mpfjM^t huriryi^g -wild th' iiBpaiiipn'd ibulj 

The iiQ|6t ia i|oduiig.k>ft. .. 'T'h ^ to hin» 

The dreamer of this earth, an idle blank : 

A fight cf horror to the cruel wretch, ^lS^ 

Who all day loftg ia fordid pleafure rdl'd, 

I^imlelf aaufelefsload, has iquander'd Tile, 

Upon hi$:fiao«ndt£l traia^ what might Jlwecitear^ 

A drooping family cf nuodek wordi. 

But to the generous ftill-imprtMring mind, 1640^ 

That gives the hopelefs heart to fing for joy,, * ' 

jPiiEuiing'kind beneficence around, 

Boaftlefs, as now defcends the fiknt dew ;. 

To him the long reriew of ordered life 

Is inward rapture,, only to be* felt ^ 1^45h 

> C9 N F E s s'd &0SZ yonder ilow-extinguiih'd clouds^ 

All ether fofeening, fober Evening takes 

Her wonted Nation in the middle air ; 

A thoufand^tfd'^T*;i at her beck. Firft tUs 

She foivls- oa earth ; then: that of deeper dy^ 165.0 

Steals kih behind 1 and then a de(per ftill,. 

in circle fbllowing circle, gathers round. 

To clofe ttc face of things^ A frefher gale 

Begins ta wave the wood, and fUr the i^reamr 

Sweepiag with ihadowy gull the fields of corn ; 1 65 $: 

While the quail clamours, for his running mate. 

Wide o'er the thilUy lawn, ac fwells the breeze, 

A whitening ihower of vegetable down 

Amufiyf flpAts. The kind impartial care 

F 6 Of 
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Of Nature nought difiiaitis: thoughtful to feed 1660 
Her loweft fons^ and clothe the coming year. 
From field to field the feathered feeds fiie wiiigs. 

His folded flock fecure, the (hepherd home 
Hies^ merry-hearted ; and by turns relieves 
The ruddy milk-maid of her brimming pail ; 1665 
The beauty whom perhaps his witlefs heart. 
Unknowing what the joy-mixt anguiih means. 
Sincerely loves, by that befl language ihewn 
Of cordial glances, and oblig^g deeds. 
Onward they pafs, o'er many a panting height, 1 670 
And valley funk, and unfrequented ; where 
At fall of eve the ^ry people throng. 
In various game, and revelry, to pafs 
The fummer night, as village-flories tell. 
But fer about they wander from the grave 1675 

Of him, whom his ungentle fortune urg'd 
Againft his own fad breaft to lift the hand 
Of impious violence. The lonely tower 
Is alfo fhun'd ; whofe mournful chambers hold. 
So night-flruckFancy dreams, the yelling ghdlt. 16S0 

Among the crooked lanes, on every hedge, * 
Theglow-worm lights his gem; and, thro' the dark, 
A moving radiance twinkles. E*vening yields 
The world to flight 5 not in her winter-robe 
Of mafly Stygian w^of, but loofe array 'd 1685 

In mantle dun. A faint erroneous ray, 
Glanc'd from th' impcrfed furfaces of things. 

Flings 
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Flings half an image on the ftraimng eye ; 
While wavering woods, andvillages, and fbeams, 
Androcksyandxnoantain-topsythatlongFetain'd 1690 
Th' ^cending gleam, are all one fwimming fcene. 
Uncertain if beheld. Sudden to heaven 
Thence weary vifion turns ; where, leading fbft 
The filent hours of love, with purcil ray 
Sweet f^e/fus (hines ; and from her genial rife, 1695 
When day-light fickens till it fprings afrefh, 
Unrival'd reigns, the faireft lamp of night. 
As thus th' effulgence tremulous I drink. 
With cherifh*d gaze, the lambent lightnings fhoot 
Acrofs the fky ; or horizontal dart 1700 

In wondrous fhapes : by fearful murmuring crouds 
Portentous deem'd. Amid the radiant orbs. 
That more than deck, that animate the fky. 
The life-infbfing funs of other worlds ; 
Lo ! from the dread immenfity of fpace 1 705 

Returning, with accelerated courfe. 
The rufhing comet to the fun defcends ; 
And as he finks bdow the fhading earth. 
With awful train projefted o*er the heavens. 
The guilty nations tremble. But, above 1710 
Thofe fuperftitious horrors that enflave 
The fond fequacious herd, to myflic feith 
And blind amazement prone, the enlightened few, 
Whofe godlike minds philofophy exalts. 
The glorious firanger hail. They feel a joy 17 1 5 
Divinely great ; they in their powers exult, [fpurns 
That wondrous force of thought, which mounring 

This 
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This dafky fpot^ and mcafiaa ftli the iky ;r 

Whik» from hii fiir excurfion tfao* the itdkb 

Of barren ether, faitlifal to hit time, 1716 

Thpy fee the blazing woader riir anevtr,. 

In Teeming terror clad, but kindly bent 

To work the will of all-fuflaining Love : 

From his huge vapoury train perhaps to fhake 

Reviving moifture on the numerous orbsn 1 7Z£ 

Thro' which his long eitiipiis winda ; perhaps 

To lend |iew fuel to declining fans. 

To light up worlds, and feed th' eternal fire. 

With thee, fcrene Philosophy,, with thee, 
And thy bright garland, let me crown my fong ! 1730 
EfFufive fource of evidence, and truth ! 
A luftre fli€dding.o'er th' ennoWed mind. 
Stronger than fummer-noon ; and pure as that, 
l^hofe mild vibrations footli the parted Ibul, 
New to the dawning of celeilial day. 1735 

Hence thro'iu;r nouriih'd powers, enlarged by thee,. 
She fprings abfc, witjb elevated pride, . ^ 
Above the tangling mais of low defires, 
JThat bind the fluttering crowds and, angel-wing*d» 
The heights of fdcnce and of virtue gains, 174^ 
Where all is calm and,clear -, with Nature round. 
Or in the Harry regions,, or th' abyis. 
To Reafon's and to Fancy's eye di^lay'd : 
The Firfi up-tracing, from the dreary void^ 
The chain of caufes and e£e£l& to Hi m, i 74^ 

The world-producing Essekce, who a!«ae 

Pofleiles 
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PoiTeiTcs bckig ; white tkeZ^^A receives 

The whole magnificence of heaven and earth. 

And every beauty, delicate or bold» 

Obvioas or more remote, with livelier fenie, 1750 

Piffufive painted on the raj^id mind.^ 

Tutor'd by thecy hence Poetry cxaUs 
Her voice to ages ; and informs the page 
With mufic, image, ientiment, and thought^ 
Never to die ! the treafure of mankind ! 175^ 

Their higheft honoar,. and their tr\it& joy ! 

Without thee what were unenlightened Man h 
A*favage roaming thro' the woods and wilds,. 
In queft of prey ; and with th' unfafhioncd furr 
Rough-clad ; devoid of every finer art, 1760 

And elegance of life. Nor happincfs 
Domeftic, mix'd of tenderncfs and care. 
Nor moral excellence, nor fbcial bnfs, 
Nor guardian law were his ; nor various fluH 
To turn the furrow, or to guide the tool 1 765 

Mechanic ; nor the heavcn-condudted prow 
Of navigation bold, that fearleis braves 
Thtf burning line or dares the wintry pole ; 
Mother fevere of infinitfe delights ! 
Nothing, fave rapine, indolence, andgnite, 1770^^ 
And woes on woes, a ftill-revolving train ! 
Whofe horrid circle had made human Hfe 
Than non-exiflence worfe : but, uught by thee. 
Ours are the plans of policy, and peace ; 
To live like brothers^ and conjunftive all 1775 
h Embelliih. 
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Embellifh life. WKile thus laborioas crowdi 

Ply the tough oar, Ph i l o sop h r dired^s 

The ruling helm ; or like the liberal breath 

Of potent Heaven, inviiible, the fail 

Swells out, and bears th' inferior world along. 1 78^ 

NoE to this evanefcent fpeck of earth 
Poorly confin'd, the radiant traAs on hig& 
Are her exalted range ; intent to gaze 
Creation thro'; and, from that full complex 
Of never-ending wonders, to conceive 1785 

Of the Sole Being right, vfho/o\e ihe Word, 
And Nature mov*d complete. With inward view. 
Thence on th' ideal kingdom fwift fhe turns 
Her eye ; and inftant, at her powerful glance, 
Th' obedient phantoms vanifh or appear ; 179a 
Compound, divide, and into order fhift, 
' Each to his rank, from plain perception up 
To the fair forms of Fancy's fleeting train : 
To reafon then, deducing truth ixom truth ; 
And notion quite abilradt ; where firft begins 1795 
The world of fpirits, adiion all, and life 
Unfettered, and unmixt. But here the cloud. 
So wills Eternal Providence, fits deep. 
Enough for us to know that this dark flate, 
in wayward paHIons lofl, and vain purfuits,, iSoa 
This Infancy of Being, cannot prove 
The final Iflue of the works of God, 
By boundlefs Love and perfeA Wisdom form'd. 
And ever rifmg with the riiing mind.. 

AUTUMN,. 
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The Argument. 

The fuhje^ propo/ed, AddreJ^ed to Mr, O N 8 LO W. A 
profpeSl of thejiilds ready for har*veft, R^feQi. m in 
praife cfinduftry rai/ed by flat vie*w» Reaping. A 
tale rtlaiivi to it, J bar^veji fiorm. Shooting and 
huntings their barbarity* A luiicrout aecount offQX' 
hunting. A view of an orchard. IP all- fruit. A 
vineyard, A de/cription of fogs, frequent in the latter 
part ^ Attusin : lol/emce a digreffion^ en fairing info 

* /lB# rife offountaifie and riven: Birds' rffeofctt tors 
Jtd&edf that now Jh^ft their habitation, 7he prodi- 
giom number of them that cover the ncrthern and 
vieftern ifks of Scotland. Hence a view of the 
country. • AprofpeSt of the dif colour ed^ fading vaoodt. 
After a gentle dufy day, moon^light. Autumnal mC" 
tars. Morning : to nahicb fucceeds a calm^ pure^ 
fun'fiiiny day^fuch as vfualiyjbuts up thefeafn. The 
hat veft being gathered in, the country dijfblved in jey. 
The whole concludes nvith a panegyric on a flilfofhi* 
fai cQutttty li/e. 
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CROWN'D with the fickle and tbe wheaten &eaf. 
While Autumn, nodding o'er the ydlowplain^ 
Comet jorial on ; the I>oric reed once xoan^ 
Well pleas'd, I tone. Whate'er the Wintry froft 
Nitrous prepared i the varioHs-b^oflom'd SpriAg j 
Pat in vThite promife forth ; and Snmmet'iaxis 
Concord ftrongy ruih boundlefs now to vieWy 
Fully perfeft all, and fwell my glorious theme- 

Onslow ! die Mule, ambitiom of Ay nasne, ^ 
To grace, ini^iie, and digiuly Ker long, lO 

Would from the PMu Foice dtf gentle ear 
A while engage. Thy ne^Ie caret ihe know»» 
The patriot vir tttt» that diftaad thy thought. 
Spread on thy front, and in thy bofom glow ; 
While liftening fenates hai^ upon thy tongue, 15 
Devolving thro' the maze of eloquence 
A roll of periods, fweeter than her ibng« 
But Ihetoo pants for public virtue, /he, 
Tho' weak of power, yet ibong in ardent will. 
Whene'er her country ruihes on her heart, to 

AiTumes a bokier note, and Ibndly tries 
To mix the ^triot's with the poet's flame. 

Whsn 
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When the bright rirgin gives the beauteous days. 
And Li6ra weighs in equal fcales the year r 
From heaven's high cope the fierce effulgence fliook z^ 
Of parting Summer, a ferener blue. 
With golden light enlivened, wide inveft* 
'the happy world. Attemper'd funs arife, 
Sweet-beam*d, and fhedding oft thro' lucid clouds 
A pleaitng calm ; while broad, and brown, below 30 
Extenfive harvefls hang the heavy head. 
Rich, filent, deep, they ftand ; for not a gale 
Rolls its light billows o'er the biding plain : 
A calm of plenty ! till the rufied air 
Falls from its poife, and gives the breeze to blow. 35 
Rent is the fleecy mantle of the fky ; 
The clouds fly different ; and the fudden fun 
By fits effulgent gilds th' illnminM field, 
^nd black by fits the fliadows fweep along. 
A gaily-ckecker'd heart-expanding view, 40 

Far as the circling eye can fhoot around. 
Unbounded toffing in a flood of corn. 

THESEarethyblcffings,I«DusTRV trough power! 
Whom labour ftill attends, and fweat, and pain ; 
Yet the kind fourcc of every gentle art, 45 

And dl the foft civility of life : 
Raifer of human kind ! by Nature cafl. 
Naked, and helplefs, out amid the woods 
And wilds, to rude inclement elements ; 
With various feeds of art deep in the mind 50 
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Implanted, and profafely poor'd around 
Materials infinite ; but idle all. 
Still unexerted, in th' unconfcions breafl. 
Slept the lethargic powers ; corruption ftill. 
Voracious, fwallowed what the liberal hand 55 
Of bounty fcatter'd o'er the favage year : 
And fliil the fad barbarian, roving, mix'd 
With beafts of prey.; or for his acorn-meal 
Fouglit the fierce tuflty boar ; a ihivering wretch ! 
Aghaft, and comfortlefs, when the bleak north, 60 
With Winter charg*d, let the mix'd tempeft fly, 
^Hail, rain, and fnow, and bitter-breathing froft^: 
Then to the fhelter of the hut he fled ; 
And the wild feafon, fordid, ]»n'd away. 
For home he had not ; home is the refbrt '65 

Of love, of joy, of pftace^nd. plenty, where> 
Supporting and fupported, polifh'd friends. 
And dear relations mingle into blifs. 
But this the rugged favage never felt. 
Even defolate in crouds ; and thus his day^ 70 

Roird heavy, dark, and unenjoy'd along : 
A wafte of time ! till Industry approached) 
And rous'd him from his miferable floth : 
His faculties unfolded } pointed out. 
Where lavifti Nature the diredHng hand 7^ 

Of Art demanded ; fhew'd him how to raiie 
His feeble force by the mechanic powers. 
To dig the mineral from the vaulted earth, 
On what to turn the piercing rage of fire, 

4 . <^» 
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On what the torrent, and the gathered blafl ; 80 

Gave the tall ancient foreft to his ax ; 

Taught him to chip the wood» and hew the ftone. 

Till by degrees the finilh'd fabric rofe ; 

Tore from his limbs the blood-pollated far. 

And wrapt them in the woc^ly veftment warm, 85 

Or bright in gloffy fflk, and flowing lawn ; 

With wholefome viands fill'd his table, pour'd 

The generous glafs around, infpir'd to wake 

The life-refining foul of decent wit : 

Nor ftopp'd at barren bare neceility ; 90 

But dill advancing bolder, led him on 

To pomp, to pleafore, elegance and grace ; 

And, breathing k^h ambition thro' his foul, 

Set fcience^ wi^m, glory, in his view» 

And bade him be the Lorsi of all below. 95 

Then gathering men their natural powers com*- 
And formed a PmUic ; to the general good [bin'd. 
Submitting, aimiegy and condu&ing all. 
For this the Patriot-Cdundl met, the full. 
The free, and fairly reprefented WhoU ; 1 00 

For this they plann'd the holy guardiaa laws, 
Diftinguifti'd orders, animated arts. 
And with joint force OpfrtJJion chaining, fet 
Imperial Juftice at the helm ; yet ftill 
To them accountable : nor flaviih dream'd 105 

That toiling millions moil rofign their weal, 

And 
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And all 4^ke koney of their ftarch, to fodl 
As for themfelves alone themfelves kave raised* 

Hence every form of cuhivated Kfe 
In order fct, proteftcd, and infpir'd, i lo 

Into perfeftion wrought. Uniting all. 
Society grew nuHi^ous, high, polite. 
And happy. Nurfe of art ! the city rear'd 
In beauteous pride her towcr-endrcled head ; 
And, ibetching ftreeton ftreet, by tkoufands drew, 1 1 j 
From twining woody haunts, or the tough yew 
To bows ftrong-fbraining, her aipiring ions. 

Thbn Commerce brought into the public walk 
The bufy merchant ; the big ware-houfe built ; 1 19 
Kua*d the ftroag crane ; choak'd up the loaded ilreet 
With foreign plenty ; and thy flream, O Thames, 
Xiarge, gentle, deep, majeftic, king of floods ! 
Chofe for his grand refort. On either hand. 
Like a long wintry foreA, groves of mafts 
Shot up their fpires ; the bellying ikeet between 125 
PofTefs'd the breezy .void; the footy hulk 
Steer'd fluggifh en ; the fplendid barge along 
K'ow'd, regular, to harmony ; around. 
The boat, light-fldmmiag, ftretch'd its oary wings ; 
While deep the various voice of fervent toil 1 30 
From bank to bank increas'd; whence ribb'd with oak. 
To bear the British Thukdek, blacky and bold. 
The roariagve/Telruih'd into the main* . 

Then 
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Then too the pillar'd dome^ magniBc, teav'd 
Its ample roof; and Luxury within 13; 

Ponr'd out her glittering ftores : the canvas finooth* 
With glowing life protuberant, to the view 
Embodied rofe ; the ftatue feem'd to breathe. 
And foften into fie/h, beneath the touch 
Of forming art, imagination-fluih'd* 140 

All is the gift of Industry ; whate'er 
Exalts, embellifhes, and renders life 
Delightful. Penfive Winter chear'd by him 
Sits at the focial £re, and happy hears 
Th* excluded tempcft idly rave along ; 145 

His harden'd fingers deck the gaudy Spring ; 
Without him Summer were an arid wafte ; 
Nor to th' Autumnal months could thus tranimit 
Thofe full, mature, immeafurable ftores, 
That, waving round, recall my wandering fong. 159 

Soon as the morning trembles o'er the iky. 
And, unperceiv'd, unfolds the ipreading day ; 
Before the ripened field the reapers (land. 
In fair array ; each by the la(s he loves. 
To bear the rougher part, and mitigate 155 

By namelefs gentle offices her toil. ' 
At once they ftoop and fwell the luHy (heaves ; 
While thro' their chearful band the rural talk, 
The rural fcandal, and the rural jeft. 
Fly harmlcft, to deceive the tedious time, 160 

And 
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And deal anjfelt the faltry hours away. 
Behind the mailer walks, builds up the Ihocks ; 
And, confcious, glancing oft on every fide 
His fated eye, feels his heart heave with joy. 
The gleaners fpread around, and here and there, i6$ 
Spike after fpike, their fcanty harveft pick. 
Be not too narrow, hufbandmen ! bat fling 
From the full fheaf, with charitable Health, 
The liberal handful. Think, oh grateful think ! 
How good the God of Harvest is to you ; 170 
Who pours abundance o'er your flowing fields ; 
While thefe unhappy partners of your kind 
Wide-hover round you, like the fowls of heaven, 
And aik their humble dole. The. Various turns 
Of fortune ponder ; that your fons may want 1 75 
What now, with hard reludance, faint, ye give. 

Thb lovely young Lavinia once had friends; 
And Fortune fmil'd, deceitful, on her birth. 
For, in her helplefs years deprived of all. 
Of every flky, fave Innocence and Hbavbn^ 180 
She, with her widow'd mother, feeble, old. 
And poor, liv'd in a cottage, far retir'd 
Among the windings of a woody vale ; 
By folitude and deep furrounding fliades. 
But more by bafhful modefty, conceal'd. ]8^ 

Together thus they fhunn'd the cruel fcorn 
Which virtue, funk to poverty, would meet 
From giddy paffion and low-minded pride : 
Almofl on Nature's common bounty fed; 

Vol. I. G Like 
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Like the gay Inrdrdfiat^Qg them to rqp^fe, igd 

Content, afiid <2arole& of to-moriiew's fsFe. 

Her form-was freiber than the morning roie. 

When the dew wets its'lea^es ; nnftain'^, ^and pure. 

As is«tlie lily, erthe mountain ihow. 

The moditft vlahittos (tamgied in heneyes, 19$ 

Still on the groulid deje&ed, darting all 

Their humid beams into -the iMoomingildWe^s : 

Or vvtoi the mcmnifal tale ^her mother told. 

Of whather faithlefs kftsaae pfomis'd otice, - 

Thrill'd in her iImU|^,. dKy, like the dewy ilar 200 

Of evening, fhoife hi tears. A native grace 

Sat &ir-propOMi(Mi'd en her cpdMih^d Hnlbs, 

Veil'd in a fimple tx>be, Iheir Mft attire, 

Beyond the pomp of dtt^s.; -for lovelineis 

Needs not the ^foreign aid efar i i am e m, 20; 

But is when unadom'd adom'd the mod. 

Thonghtlefs of bcanty, ihe was bfeauty's felf, " 

Reclufe amid the dofe-embowering woods. 

As in the hoHowbueaft di App^ninty 

Beneath the (heker df encircling hills, zr6 

A myrtle rifee, far from hntt»n eye, 

And breathes it« balmy 'ffagnrnceoVrthcwild ; 

So fiouri(h'd4ilooming, and unfeen by all. 

The fweetXtAViKiA ; till, at length, cmnpelPd 

By ftrong Neoeffity's^ftfpreme command, 215 

With fnuling patientiein her looks, Ihe went 

To glean Pa wsmou^*' fields. The pnHe of fwains 

Pale MOM ^wiis, fhe<g0net^s, and the rich; 

Who led. the futol life in nil its joy 

And 
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7rjin^itsfrom.aacient,i^DqoiTapte4 tiizie$; 
When .tyrant cuftom had not ihacjded Man. 
B^t free to follow Natm« was the mode. 
He then, his fancy with autumnal fccnes 
Ampfing, ch^UiC'd beiide his . teaper^train ^25 

To walk, when jQOr^LA vxnia drew his eye ; 
Unconlcious of her power, ^nd turning quick 
With unaffff^ed bluflies from his gaze : 
He iaw her.charmingy but he faw not half 
^'he charms her down-cafl modefty conceard* 230 
^hat very moment love and chai&e defire 
Sprung in his bofom* to himiCblf onknawn ; 
For (^ill.the world prevailed, and its dread lauj;b. 
Which icarce the -firm jpl^ibfppKer ^^ fcorn. 
Should his heart owfn.a.g^n^r.iA the Aeljd : 2^; 
And thus .ill fe^r^t |q ^ ^Qul 1^ il|;h'd. 

<< WHATtpity^! tli^ fo 4etiaLte 41 form, 
<< By beauty Jkixi41^d> .whei^ if^liyoniag fenfe 
** ^»d. mocfr thtn yjilgwr jgoodn^fs ij^vn- to 4w9S» 
<* Should be devotsd. to the^zttdeiembnie^ .240 
<< Of fomeiadeoentitlownl She |ooks, aethkks, 
^' lOf oM AcwtsTa'sUne ; .and to xs^ muni 
** Recalls that patron of my happy rliie, 
'; From whoMLToy. lihend ySartjfOLC tookit$jriUe ; 
*^ Nowr to thedttftigoimiAwn.; Jiist)b««T€^, k^$ 
^^ AndoiiGe^fiur-ipiiesadii^iBuiuly,.dij^Y'd^ .246 
*** .'Tis.faid that .in. ibme Jfme eb^we retxsAt, . 
** Urg'd by MBiemhia^cet&di. aad ^^ssxat'jfjod^* ' 
G 2 "Far 
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*' Far from thofefceneswhichknewtheir better days; 
*^ His aged widow and his daughter lire, 250 

•* Whom yet my froitlefs fearch could never find. 
*' Romantic wilh ! would this the daughter were !*• 

When, ftriA enquiring, from herfelfhe found 
She was the fame, the daughter of his friend. 
Of bountiful AcASTo; whocanfpeak 255 

The mingled paffions that furpriz'd his heart. 
And thro' his nerves in fhivering tranfport ran ? 
Then blaz'd his fmother'd flame, avow'd, and bold; 
And as he view'd her, ardent, o'er and o'er. 
Love, gratitude, and pity wept at once. 260 

Conftis'd, and frightened at his fudden tears. 
Her rifmg beauties fluih'd a higher bloom« 
As thus Palemok, paiSonate and juft, - 
Pour'd out the pious rapture of his foul. 

** And art thou then Acasto's dear remains ? 265 
She, whom my reftlefs gratitude has fought,. 
' So long ill vain ? O heavens ! the very fame. 
The foftened image of my noble friend, . 
Alive his eVerjr look, his every feature. 
More elegantly touch'di Sweeter than Spring ! 270 
Thou fole furviving bloflbm from the root 
That notirifh'd up my fortune ! Say, ah where, 
In^hat feqnefter'd defart, hafl thou drawn 
The^kindeil afpedk of delighted Hbavbr ? 
Into fttch beauty fpiead, and blown fo fair ; 275 
TTio' poverty's cold wind, and cmihing rain, 

" Beat 
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** Beat keeny^nd heavy, on thy tender years ? 

•* O.lct me now, into a richer foil, 

** Tranfplant thee fafe ! where vernal run$,and fliowers, 

*^ Diffufe their warmeft, largeft influence ; 280 

** And of my garden be tlie pride, and joy ! 

«* 111 it befits thee, oh it ill befits 

** AcASTo's daughter, his whofe open ftorcs, 

** Tho' vaft, were little to his ampler heart, 

** The father of a country, thus to pick 285 

•* The very refufe of thofe harveft-fields, 

** Which from his bounteous friendfliip I enjoy. 

** Then throw that (hameful pittance from thy hand, 

*' But ill apply 'd to fuch a nigged talk ; 

** The fields, the mafler, all, my fair, are thintf ; 290 

** If to the various blcflings which thy houfe 

** Has on me lavifh'd, thou wilt add that blifs, 

" That deareft blifs, the power of bleffing thee !'* 

Hb r b ceas'd the youth : yet ftill his fpeaking eye 
Exprefs'd the facred triumph of his foul, 295 

With confcious virtue, gratitude, and love. 
Above the vulgar joy divinely rais'd. 
Nor waited he reply. Won by the charm 
Of goodnefs irrefifUble, and all 
In fweet diforder loft, fhe blulh'd confent. 300^ 

The news immediate to her mother brought. 
While, pierc'd with anxious thought, fhe pin'd awa^ 
The lonely moments for L a v 1 n i a 's fate ; 
Amaz'd, and fcarce believing what /he heard, 
Joy feiz'd her wicher'd veins, and one bright gleam ' 
G 3 Of 
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Of fetting life fhene on her evemng^etifs : 30S 
Not lefs enraptur'd tkasi die happy pair ; 
Who ftoQiifii^d loifg in tmder bllfs, and roar'd 
A numemns offspring, lotefy like themfelves, 
A nd goody the grace of all the country round. 3 i 

Dbf BATING ok the labours of, the year. 
The fukry fouth G0U0& » potent blaft. 
At firfl, the groves are fcarcely feen to fiir 
Their trembling tops ; and a ftiU musmttr runs 
Along^ the foft-indintng fields of corn* 315 

But as the aerial tempeft fuller iwells» 
And in one mighty iiream, invlAkls, 
Immenfe, the whoTe excited atmofphere^ 
Impetuous ruihes o'er the (bunding world; 
Strain'd to the root, the looping fbreft pours 320 
A ruiUing fhower of yet untimely leaves. 
High-beat, the circling mountains eddy in. 
From the bare wild, th^ diflipated ftorm. 
And fend it in a torrent down the vak. 
Expos'd^ and nakedy to its utmoft ra|^ 325 

Thro' all the fea of harveft rellfng ]\>»nd» 
The billowy plain floats wide ; nor can evade, 
Tho' pliant to the blall^ its feizing force ; 
Or whirl'd in air, or into vacant chaff 
Shook wafte. And fomctimes too a burilrof rain, 330 
Swept from the black boiiaen^ hroinA, deleeade 
In one continuou* flood* Still over head 
The mingfing ten^ft weaves its gloom, and ftill' 
The delnge deepens; tsU ^ fields mtnuid 

lie 
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Lie funky and flatud, in the ibrdid wave. 3^3 5 

Sadden, the ditdie^ fivell ; tfae meedowe (wim. 

Red, from tbe hills, inAumer^ble StseeuM 

Tumultuous roar ; and high aboye^ its- banks 

The river Uft ;. before whoik TMihmg tide. 

Herds, flocks, and hanrelb« cottages, and- fwaias^ 3=46 

Roll minified down; all tkat the winds had fper^d- 

In one .wild moment ruia'd;;' the* big hopes. 

And welUearn-'d tfeafures of the painful year. 

FUd td feme eminence, 'the hulbandtnan 

H^lefs beholdis the miferable wreefe J45 

Ibcivingi alcMi^ ; his^ drownings ox at once 

Dod^endiag-, wi^ his- labours f:atler'd round; 

He iees^ and'inftftnt o*er-his- Airermgi thought 

Comes "Wnter unprovided,, and a tram 

Of clamant children dear. Ye mailers, then, 350 

Be miiiciru^ of the rough Inbocious' hand*. 

That finks you fofr it^ele^ee and teft; 

Be mindfol of thofe Hnibs in mfkt ck^ 

Whpfe toil to> yours »»warra^, andgraeeM pride ; 

And oh be mindful of that ^ring board, 35 5 

Whith ceverd yours with luxury profirfe. 

Makes yourgkfs fpar kle, and your fenfe rejoice !' 

Nor enielly demand what the cbep rains. 

And alKinvohring winds have fwept away. 

H E R fr the rude clamonr of theiportfinan's joy, 360 
The gun faft-thufidering, and the winded horn. 
Would tempt the lAak to iing the rural Garni : 
How, in Ms mid-career, die Q>attiel ftrucky 

G 4 Stiff, 
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SlifF, by the tabled gale, with, open nofe, 
Outilretch'd, and finely fenfible, draws full, 365 
Fearfuly and cantioas, on the latent prey ; 
As in the fan the circling covey bade 
Their varied plumes, and watchful every way. 
Thro' the rough Hubble tvLm the fecret eye. 
Caught in the meihy fnare, in vain they beat 37# 
Their idle wings, intangled more and more : 
Nor on the furges of the boundless air, 
Tho* borne triumphant, are they fafe ; the gun^ 
Glanced juit, and fudden, from the fowler*s eye 
0*ertakes their founding pinions ; and again» 375 
Immediate, brings them from the towering wing. 
Dead to the ground ; or driveis them wide-difpers'dy 
Wounded, and wheeling various, down the wind. 

These are not fubjeds for the peaceful mofe. 
Nor will fhe ftain with fuch her fpotlefs fbng ; 3 80 
Then mofl delighted, when fhe focial fees 
The whole mix*d animal-creation round 
Alive, and happy. 'Tis not joy to her. 
This falfely-chearful barbarous game of death ; 
This rage of pleafur^, which the reftlefs youth 385 
Awakes, impatient, with the gleaming morn ; 
When beafb of prey retire, that all night long, 
Urg'd by nccelTity, had rang'd the dark. 
As if their confcious ravage ihun*d the light, 
AHiam'd. Not fo the ileady tyrant Man, 390 

Who with the thoughtlcfs infolence of power . 
Inflam'd^ beyond the moft infuriate wrath 

Of 
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Of the worft monfler that e'er roam'd the wailc. 

For iport alone purfues the cruel chace. 

Amid the beamings of the gentle days. 395 

Upbraidy ye ravening tribes, our wanjton rage. 

For hanger kindles you, and lawlefs want ; 

But laviih fed, in Nature's bounty roll'd. 

To joy at anguiih, and delight in blood. 

Is what your horrid bofoms never knew, 40^ 

Poor is the triumph o'er the timid hare ! 
Scar'd from the corn, and now to fome lone feat 
Retir'd : the rufliy fen ; the ragged furze, 
Stretch'd o'er the ftony heath ; the ftubble chapt ; 
The thiftly lawn ; the thick entangled broom ; 405 
Of the fame friendly hue, the withered fern ; 
The fallow ground laid open to the fun, 
Concodlive ; and the nodding fandy bank. 
Hung o'er the mazes of the mountain brook. 
Vain is her bell precaution ; tho' ihe fits 410 

Concealed, with folded ears ; unfleeping eyes. 
By Nature rais'd to take the horizon in ; 
And head couch'd clofe betwixt her hairy feet. 
In aft to fpring away. The fcented dew 
Betrays her early labyrinth; and deep, 415 

In fcattered fullen openings, far behind, 
With every breeze (he hears the coming ftorm. 
But nearer, and more frequent, as it loads 
The fighing gale, ihe (prings amaz'd, and all 
The favage foul of game is up at once : 420 

The pack full-opening, various ; the ihriU horn 

G 5 Re- 
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Refotinded from the hills ; die neighing ftee5, 
Wild for the chace ; and the loud hunter's ihont j 
0*er a weak, harmlefs, flying creattrre, all 
Mix'd rft mid tamult, asid difcordant joy, 425' 

Thk ftag^ to<5, fingled from the herd, where long 
He ranged the branching monarch of the (hades, 
Before the tempeft drives. At firf!, in {peed 
Me, fprightl/, puts hk fakh 9 Andy roused by fear. 
Gives all hia fwift aerial foul to Eight ; 439 

Againil the breeze he darts, that way the more 
To* leave the kffenuig marderou^ cry behind : 
Deception fliort ! tha' fleeter than the winds 
Blown o'er the keen-jiir'd mountain by the norths . 
He burfls the thickets, glances thro' the glades, 455 
And plunges deep into the wildeA wood ; 
If flow, yet fure,. adhefive to the track 
Hot-fleamingy up behind him come again 
Th' inhuman rout, and from the fbady depth 
Expel him, circling thro' his every fhift. 440 

He fweeps the fbreft oft ; and fobbing fees 
The glades, mild opening to the golden day ; 
y^here, in kind conteft, with his butting frkndi 
He wont to UrugglCf or his loves enjoy. 
Oft in the fuU-defcending flood he tries 44$ 

To lofe the fcent, and lave his burning fides : 
Oft feek» the herd ; the watchful herd, alarm'd> 
With felfifh care avoid a brother's woe* 
What ihall he do? His once fo vivid nerveSf 
^Sofull of buoyant ipirit, now no more 45<> 
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Infpire the conrfe ; but fainting breathkfs toil, 
Sieky feizes on his heart : he ftand^ at bay ;, 
And puts bislafi weak refiige in de^air* 
The big rbundf teais^ rtttt down his dappled fac« ; 
He groansiiii angsiih ; whik the grbwUng pack, 41 (^ 
Sbod-kappy, hang at his fair jattiAg cheft, 
iUid mark bis beauteous cbecker'd fides, with gorQ« 

. Of this enough* But if the iilvaa youth* 
Whofe fervent blood boils into violence, 
Muft haire the-chace ; behold, defpi£ag flight, 460 
The roQs'd^up lion, retblute, andilow, 
AdvfaudBg fidl on the protended fpear. 
And coward^band, that circling wheel aloof. 
Slunk fMoi the cayem, and the troii^blied wood* 
See the grisx wolf; oa hinx his ihag^ foc 4^ 

Vindt&ive Bx^ and let the rujfiaA die : 
Or, growling horrid, as th^ brindted boar 
Grin^ fell defirudtion^ to the monft^r'ft heart 
Let the dart lighten fi!om the nervous arm. 

. THB8sBRiTAiNknow»not;give,yeBRiTOiis,then 
Your fportive fury, pitykis, to pour 471 

Looie on the nightly robber of the fold : 
Him, from hta craggy wiodiog haaat3 unearthed. 
Let ail the thunder of the chajce purfue* 
Throwthebroad ditch behind you; o'erthehedge475 
High-bound, refiftlefs ; nor the deep morais 
Refufe, but rfiro' the fhaking wikiernefs 
Pick your nice way ; into Ae perilous fiood 

* G 6 Bear 
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Bear fearleis» of the raging inftin^l full ; 
And as you ride the torrent, to the banks 480 

Your triumph found fonorous, running round. 
From rock to rock, in circling echos toft; 
Then fcale the mountains to their woody tops ; 
Ruih down the dangerous fteep ; and o'er the Isiwn, 
In fancy fwailowing up the fpace between, 485 

Pour all your fpeed into the rapid game. 
For happy he ! who tops the wheeling chace ; 
Has every maze evolv'd, and every guile 
Difclos'd; who knows the merits of the pack; 
Who faw the villain feiz'd, and dying hard, 490 
Without complaint, tho' by an hundred mouths 
Relentlefs torn : O glorious he, beyond 
His daring peers ! when the retreating horn 
-Calls them to ghoftly hails of grey renown. 
With woodland honours grac'd ; the fox's fiir, 49 j 
Dependifig decent from the roof; and ipread 
Round the drear walls, with antick figures fierce^ 
The Hag's large front : he then is loudefl heard. 
When the night daggers with feverer toils. 
With feats >&{^//Vi.7 Centaurs never knew, jcq 
. And their repeated wonders ihake the dome* 

But iirfl the fuel'd chimney blazes wide ; 
The tankards foam ; and the lhx)ng table groans 
Beneath the fmoaking firloin, fbretch'd immenfe 
From fide to fide; in which, with defperate knifb) 505 
They deep incidon jnake, and talk the while 
Of Ekclano's glory, ne'er to be defaced 
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While hence they borrow vigour : or amain 
Into the pafly plung'd, at intervals. 
If i^omach keen can intervals allow^ 510 

Relating all the glories of the chace. 
Then fated Hmtger bids his brother Thirft 
Produce the mighty bowl ; the mighty bowl, 
Swell'd high with fiery juice, fteams liberal round 
A potent gale, delicious, as the breath 5 1 5 

Of Maia to the love-fick fhepherdefs. 
On violets diiFus'd, while foft (he hears 
Yksr panting (hepherd dealing to her arms. 
Nor wanting is the brown O^ober, drawn, 
Mature and perfedt, from his dark retreat 520 

'Of thirty years ; and now his honeft front 
Flames in the light refulgent, not afraid 
Even with the vineyard's bed produce to vie. 
To cheat the thirfty moments, whift a while 
Walks his dull round, beneath a cloud of fmoak, 52; 
Wreath'd, fragrant, from the pipe ; or the quick dice. 
In thunder leaping from the box, awake 
The founding gammon : while romp-loving miik 
Is haul'd about, in gallantry robuft. 

At laft thefe puling idlenefles laid j^yo 

Afide, frequent and full, the dry divan 
Clofe in firm circle ; and fet, ardent, in 
For ferious drinking. Nor evaiion fly. 
Nor fober fhift, is to the pnking wretch 
Indulg'd apart ; but eameft, brimming bowls 555 
JLave every fou}| the table floating rounds 

And 



,34 AUTUMN. 

And psnrement, fkfthkj& to the fuddled foot. 
Thus as they fwon in matval fwilK the talk. 
Vociferous at once ftoi&^twtn^ tongves, 559 

Reels fail from theme ta theme; finui hoWes» iMoadi, 
To church or miflreiB, politicks or ghol^ 
In endleift- mazes, mtricaste, perpkx'd. 
Mean-time, with foddea inteniiptiott, kod, 
Th' impatient caech haiftai fton the j^rous. heart ; . 
That moment toseh^d k evcrx kmdied foul ; 545 
And, openiag ia a fiiH^mouth'd Cry of j<^^ 
The laugh, the flap, the jocund cmrfe go nmnd ^ . 
While, from their flnmbersiheQk, thekeaaeVdhoaiids 
Mix in the mufic oi the day again. 
As when the tempeft,. that has vex'd the deep 5^ 
The dark sight long,u with fiunter mmrmurs falls : 
So gradual finks their mirth. Their feeble teagiM9, 
Unable to take up the cumbrous wordy 
Lie quite dlffolv'd. Before their maudlin eyes^ 
Seen difli» and blue, the double tapers dance^ 555 
Like the fun wading thro' the mifly iky. 
Then, fHding foft, they drop. Conlits'd above, 
Glafles and battles, pipes and gaa^tteers, . 
As if the table even itfelf was drunk, 
Lie a wet broken fcene; and wide, below, 560 
Is heap'd the focial flaughter : where afbide 
The fuUer Power in filthy tfiinn]^ fits. 
Slumbrous, inclining ftitl fiom fide to fide. 
And fteeps them drench'd in potent fleeptill mom. 
Terhaps fomedoQor, of tremendous paunchy 565 
Awful and deep, a black abyfs of drink, 
. - Out* 
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Ottt-Iives them all ; and fit>m his hnrfi fiock 
Retiring, full of rumination fad. 
Laments the weaknefs of thefe latter times. 

But if the rougher fcx hy this fierce fport 5^76 
Is hurried wild, let not fuch horrid joy 
E'er ftain the bofom of the Brttish Faiit. 
Far be the fpirit of the chace from them I ' 
Uncomely courage, nnbefeemmg flail $ 
To fpring the fence, to rein the prancing Heed; $75 
The cap, the whip, the mafcmline attire ; 
In which they roughen to the fcnfe, and alt 
. The winning foftneft of their Hex is lott* 
In them 'tis graceful, to diflblre at woe ; . . 

With every motion, every word, to wave 5S0 

Quick o'er the kindling check the ready Unih ; 
And from the imallefl violence to ihiink 
Unequal, then the lovelieft in their fears ; 
And by this fdent adiilatiba» fi>ft. 
To their pn>te£lion ojiore engaging Man. 58^ 

O ;nay their eyes no miferable fight. 
Save weeping lovers, fee ! a nobler game. 
Thro' Love's enchanting wiles pnrfued, yet fled. 
In chace ambiguous. May their tender limbs 
t^loat in the loofe fimplidty of drefs ! 590 

And, fafhion'd all to harmony, alone 
Know they to feize the captivated foul, 
in rapture warbled from love-breathing lips f 
^To teach the lute to langoifh ; with iinooth (bp, 

Diibloflng 
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Difclofing motion in its every charm, 59^ 

To fwim along, and fwell the mazy dance ; 

To train the foliage o'er the fnowy lawn ; 

To guide the pencil, torn the tuneful page ; 

To lend new flavour to the fruitful year. 

And heighten Nature's dainties : in their race 600 

To rear their graces into fecond life ; 

To give Society its highefl talle ; 

Well-ordered Home Man's beft delight to make ; 

And by fubmiflive wifdom, modefb ikill. 

With every gentle care-eluding art, 605 

To raifc the virtues, animate the blifs. 

And fweeten all the toils of human life : 

This be the female dignity, and praife. 

Yfi fwain^ now haflen to the hazel-bank ; 609 
Where, down yon dale, the wildly-winding brook 
Falls hoai^e from fteep to fteep. In clofe array. 
Fit for the thickets and the tangling flirnb. 
Ye virgins come. For you their lateft fong 
The woodlands raife ; the cluflering nuts for yoo 
The lover finds amid the fecret fhade ; 615 

And, where they bumilh on the topmoil bough. 
With aftive vigour cruihes down the tree ; 
Or (hakes them ripe from the reiigning huik^ 
A gloffy fhower, and of an ardent brown. 
As are the ringlets of Mblxnda's hair : 610 

Meljnda 1 form'd with every grace compiete, 

ret 
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Yet thefc nogle6Ung, above beauty wife. 
And far tranfcending fach a vulgar praife. 

Hence from the bufy joy«refounding fields. 
In chearfal error, let us tread the maze 625 

Of Autumn, unconfin'd ; and tafte, reviv'd. 
The breath of orchard big with bending fruit. 
Obedient to the breeze and beating ray. 
From the deep-loaded bough a mellow (hower 
InceiTant melts away. The juicy pear 630 

Lies, in a fbft profudon, fcattered round. 
A various fweetnefs fwells the gentle race s 
By Nature's all-refining hand prepared ; 
Of temper'd fun, and water,, earth, and air. 
In ever-changing compofition mixt. 635 

Such, falling frequent thro' the chiller night* 
The fragrant ftores, the wide-proje£led heaps 
Of apples, which the lufty-handed year, 
Innumerous, o'er the bluihing orchard (hakes. 
A various fpirit, frelh, delicious, keen, 640 

Dwells in their gelid pores ; and, a£live, points 
The piercing cyder for the thlrfty tongue : 
Thy natiw theme, and boon infpirer too, 
Phillips, Pomona*s bard, tie fecond thou 
Who nobly durft, in rhyme-unfctter'd verfe, 645 
With BRITISH freedom fing the British fong : 
How, from Silurian vats, high-iparkling wines 
Foam in tranfparent Hoods ; fome (bong, to cheer 
The wintry revels of the labouring hind ; 
And tafteful fpme, to cool the fummer-hours. 650 

In 
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In this gladieaibn, while- his fweete&beam* 
The fun fheds e()ual o'er the meekeoed day i 
Oh lofe me in the green delightful walks 
Of, DonuurroN^ t&y ftat, ferene and plaiii ; 
Where iimple Nature reigns ; and. every viens ^55 
Diffniiw, fpreads the pure DwJitioH doivnsy 
In boumUeft proCptA; yonder ftagg'dwitil wood. 
Here rich with harveft> and there white with flocks ! 
Mean time the grandtur of thy lo% dome, 
Par-fplendidy feizes on the raviOi'df eye. 660 

New beauties rift wkh each revolvitg ^y ; 
New columnfr fWdSt- ; and ilill* the- freih SpriBjg fmds 
New plants to ^icken^^ and new groves to- green^ 
Full oil thy genki» a]} ! the" Mbjes' feat r 
Where in the fecref bower, aad wiit^ing wa^, 66f 
For virtuoBS You n c and thee tibcy twB»^ tfee bay. 
Here waRdering- oft,. firM with thereiUefe tiurft- 
Of thy appknfe, Pfblitary court 
Th' ifi^ring- breeze : ai»d meditate the book^ 
Of Nature ever open ; aiming Aence, ' 670 

Warm from dw heart, to learn the moral fong. 
Here, a»l fteat along the Ainny wall*, 
Where Atttufns-ba&sv with fruk empurpled deep. 
My pleafing Theme eontifiual prompts my thought : 
Prefent* the- downy peach ; the Ihining plum ; 675 
The mdkly, fragrant neftarrne ; and dark. 
Beneath his ample leai^ the lufdous &g. 
The vise too here her curlkig tendril ihoots ; 
Hangs out her ctailers, glowing to the fbuth ; 
And fcaicefy wiflies for a warmer fkj. 69o 

TuaK 
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Turn we a moment Fancy's rapid fiiglit 
To v%9ffoii» f<»l6» and dimes oC fair ojrtent; 
Where, by the potent fun elated high» 
The vineyard fwtli« refulgent on the day ; 
Spreads o'er the vale ; or up the mountain dimbs^ 
Frofaie; and drinks amid the funny rodu, 686 
From cliff to cliff encreas'd, the heightened blaze. 
Low bend the weighty boughs. The dufters dears 
Half thro' the foliage feen, or. acdent flame. 
Or fhine tranfparent ; while peifedion breathes 69Q 
White o'er the turgent £lm the living dew* 
As thus they brighten with exalted juice, 
Touch'd into flavour by the mingling ray ;. 
The rural youth and virgins o'er the field. 
Each fond for eadi to cull th' autumnal prime, 6g} 
Exulting rove, and fpeak the viatage nigh. . 
Then comss the crufhing fwaia i the country flaata* 
And foams unbounded with the maihy flood ; 
That by d^rees. fermented, and refin'd. 
Round the rais'd nations pours the cup of joy : 700 
The claret finootb, red as the lip we preis 
In fparkling fancy, while we drain, the bowj ; 
The mellow-tafted burgundy ; andy i i ck. 
As is the wit it gives^ the gay champaign. 

Now, by the cool .deeMning year condens'd^ 705 
Deicend the copious esdialationsx check'd 
As up the middle iky unfeen they ftole« 
And n^ the doubling, fogs around the hill. 
No moxe the mountain* horad^. vaft» fiiblime^ > . 

Who 
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Who pours a iWeep of rivers from his fides, 7 10 

And high between contending kingdoms rears 

The rocky long divifion, fills the view 

With great variety ; but in a night 

Of gathering vapour, from the baffled fcnfe 

Sinks dark and dreary. Thence expanding for, 715 

The huge du(k, gradual, fwallows up the plain : 

Vanifli the woods ; the dim-feen river frems 

Sullen, and flow, to roll the mifty wave. 

Even in the height of noon opprefl, the fan 

Sheds weak, and blunt, his wide-refrafted ray ; 729 

Whence glaring oft, with many a broadened orb. 

He frights the nations. Indiftin6t on earth. 

Seen thro' the turbid air, beywid the life 

Dbjefts appear ; and, wilder'd, o'er the wafle 

The Ihepherd Halks gigantic. Till at laft 725 

Wreath'd dun around, in deeper circles ftill 

Succe:Cve clofmg, fits the general fog 

Unbounded o'er the world ; and, mingling thick, 

A formlefs grey confufion covers all. 

As when of old (fo fung the H brew Bard) 730 

Light, uncolle6ted, thro' the chaos urg'd 

Its infant way ; nor Order yet had drawn 

His lovely train from out the dubious gloom. 

Thess roving mifts, that conftant now begin 
To fmoak along the hilly country, thefe, 73S 

With weighty rains, and melted Alpine fnows. 
The mountain-ciflems fiU, thofe ample (lores 
Of water, fcoop'd among the hoUow rocks ; 

Whence 
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VThencegofh the ftreams, the ceaTelefs fountains play. 

And their unfailing wealth the rivers draw. 740 

Some fages fay, that, where the numerous wave 

For ever lalhes the refbunding fhore, 

Driird thro' the fandy ftratum, every way. 

The waters with the fandy ftratum rife ; 

Amid whofe angles infinitely flrain'dy j^j 

They joyful leave their jaggy falts behind, 

And'clear and fweeten, as they foak along. 

Nor ftops the reliefs fluii, mounting ftill. 

Though oft amidft th''irriguous vale it fprings ; 

But to the mountain courted by the fand, 750 

That leads it darkling on in faithful maze, 

Far from the parent-main, it boils again 

Frelh into day ; and all the glittering hill 

Is bright with {pouting rills. But hence this vain 

Amuiive dream ! why fhould the waters love 755 

To take fo far a journey to the hills. 

When the fweet valleys offer to their toil 

Inviting quiet, and a nearer bed ? 

Or if, by blind ambition led aftray, 

They muft afpire ; why Ihould they fudden flop 760 

Among the broken mountain's rufhy dells. 

And, ere they gain its higheft peak, defert 

Th' attradlive fand that charm'd their courfe fo long ? 

BeHdes, the hard agglomerating falts. 

The fpoil of ages, would impervious choak 765 

Their fecret channels ; or, by flow degrees. 

High as the hills protrude the fwelling vales : 

Old Ocean too, fuck'd thro' the porous globe. 

Had 
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Had long ere now forfook his liorrid bed. 

And brought D^tfM//W^ watry times again. 770 

Say then, where Kifk the vaft eternal fpring^. 
That, like creating Natote, lie concealed 
From' mortjfl eye, yet with their lavifh ftores 
Rcfrefh the gl^bc, and all its joyous tribes ? 
O thou jtervading GittHis, given to'Man, 775 

To tract the fecrcts of the dark abyfs, 
O lay the mountains bare ! and wide difplay 
Thar hidden ftruaurc to th' aftonifli'd view I 
StAp from the branching J'fs their piny load ; 
The huge incumbrance of horrific woods 78P 

From J/um Taurus, from ^«^;' ^'^'^^ . 
Athwart the leving Tartar's fuUen boundsl 
Giv^ opening Himus to my ftarching eye, 
And high 0/^w/«i pouring many a ftream ! 
O from the foundmg fummits of die north, 785 
The Do/riki HsBi, thro' Scandanavm roll'd 
To farthcft La f landed the frozen main ; 
' ttomlofcy£auca/us, far-feen by thofc 
Who in the Ca/pian and black Euxine toil ; 
From cold Ripbean Rochy which the wild R^/s 79« 
eBeliaves the • pnj girdU of the world ; 
And all the dreadful mauntains, wrapt in jlorm. 
Whence wide Siberia draws her lonely floods ; 
t) fwecp th' eternal fnows ! Hung o'er the deep, 

• T*« Mffe^ta call the fi^**i« Mmtnttini f5**j.^ 
f^tyt^ Ihit \t.ti>t.guatjkny Ciidki 'bccaufcUtyfuppofc them 
to eoctfiitpdft the whole earth* q^liiit- 
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Thlt ever woiJc« iieneadi ^his • feonding iiafe, 795 

Bid /itlaff propfping-hesnren, «6^Poet8 feigti» 

His fubterrasean wonders fpl^oad ! unveil 

The miny caverns, blazing -on die day. 

Of AhyJlmi£^ olottd^eompellkig dliffs. 

And of:tke tben^Ag "* MomMixs ^f the M^n ! Soc! 

O'ertopping aU thele <giant4bns ^ eaitfa. 

Let the ditejSftdth fi^l&^theiudiatitXiae 

Stretch'd to the ftormyfeas. that thunder irouad 

The fouth&m pole, their iiLdeoosukeps unfold ! 

Amazing fcene ! Behold ! tbe igloDms 4iiclole, ^Bcx; 

I ice the rivers in their infant beds ! 

Deep, dei^ linear them, kbhrxxifglo.get'fi'ee! 

I fee the leaning ftrata, . artful Tong'd.; 

The g^iiig:fifiiire8 to receive the rains. 

The melting^H)W8, landevep-drippiiigibgs. 810 

Strow'd bHMiioas above Irfce dbe iands. 

The pebbly gravel next, the layers then 

Of ^mingkd OKmld&y of moee retentive eiardis, 

The^ptttter'd i^ochs rand maeeyrantitng clefts; 

That, while tke ftealing moiftwrethey ttanfoiit, 815 

Retard its motioA, ^and ^forbid its 'wafte. 

Beneath' th' inaeiTant weeping of thelb drains* 

I iee the rocky ^phons tlretch'd immenie. 

The mighty refervxiirs, of hardened jchalk. 

Or ftiff compared clay, capacious form'd. 820 

O'erflowingthence, ihe congregated ftorcs, 

The ciyftal' treainres cff the liquid world, 

* A range of^ottauioi ia ^^rUa, that Airrouod almoft 
all 'MoMonufata, 

4 Thro' 
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Thro' the ftbr'd fands a bubbling parage bur£t a 

And welling out^ aroand the middle fteep. 

Or from the bottoms of the bofbm'd hills, 825 

In pure effufion flow. United, thus, ' 

Th' exhaling fun, the vapour burden'd air. 

The gelid mountains, that to rain condensed 

Thefe vapours in continual current draw, *' 

And fend them, o'er the fair-divided earth, 83a 

In bounteous rivers to the deep again, 

A focial commerce hold, and firm fupport 

The full-adjufted harmony of things. 

When Autumn fcatters his departing gleams. 
Warned of approaching Winter, gathered, play S55 
The fwallow-people ; and tofs'd wide around, 
0*er the calm flcy, in convolution fwift. 
The feathered eddy floats : rejoicing once,* 
Ere to their wintry flumbers they retire ; 
In cluilers clung, beneath the mouldring bank, 840 
And where, unpierc'd by frofl, the cavern fweats. 
Or rather into warmer climes convey'd. 
With other kindred birds of feafon, - there 
They twitter chearful, till the vernal months 
Invite them welcome back : for, thronging, now 845 
InnumerottS wings are in commotion all. 

Where the RUm lofes his majeftic force 
In Belgian plains, won from the raging deep. 
By diligence amazing, and the ftrong 
Unconquerable hand of Liberty, 850 

f The 
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The Hodc-aflfembly meets ; lor matiy a day, 
Confulting deep, and various, ere they tafae 
Their ardooas voyage thro' tlue liquid &y. 
And now their routde£gn'd, their leaders chofe. 
Their tribesadjttftedyClean'dtheirTigorouswings; ^5 5; 
And many a circle^ many a ihort eilay, 
Wheel'd round and round, in congre^^ation full 
The figured flight aicends; and» riding high 
The aerial billows, mi»es with the douds. 

y Or where the Nortbem oceatn, in vail whirls, B60 

Boils round the naked melancholy iiles 
Of farthell 7it»/f, and the -///b»/»V fiirgc 
Pours in among the fkormy Htbridds ; 
Who can recount what tcanimigrations there 
Are annual snade ? what nations come and goi ^(15 
And how the living ciouds tm clonds arife? 
Infinite wings ! till all the plume-dark air. 
And rude reibonding Ihore are one wild cry. 

Here the plain harmiefs native his iinall Aock, 
And herd diminutive «f many hues, 870 

Tends on the Iktle iilaad^ wdantTweli, 
The ihepherd's iea-girt re^ ; or, tD the recks 
Dire-clinging, gathers his ov4nt<Mis fidod ; 
Or fweeps the fifhy ihone ; or treafores up 
The plumage, xifing full, t^e iwm the bed ^75^ 
Of luxury. And here a while >the Mufe, 
High hovering o'er the broad ceiulean fcene^ 
Sees Caledonia^ in romantic view: 

Vol. L H Her 
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Her airy mountainsy from the waving main^ 

Invcfted with a keen di£Fufivc Iky, 88« 

Breathing the foul acute ; her fbrefts huge, 

Incult, robuft, and tall, by Nature's hand 

Planted of old ; her azure lakes between, 

Pour'd out extcnfivc, and of watry wealth 

Full ; winding deep, and green, her fertile vales ; 885 

With many a cool tranflucent brimming flood 

Wafti'd lovely, from the TnxjeeJ (pure parent ft/ eam^ 

Whofe paftoral banks firft heard my D9ric reed, 

With, filvan Jed^ thy tributary brook) 

To where the north-inflated tempeft foams 85^ 

O'er Orr^'s or Bnuhinm*^ higheft peak : 

Nurfe of a people, in misfortune's fchobl 

Train'd up to hardy deeds ; foon vifited 

By Learnings when before the Gothic rage 

She took her weflem flight. A manly race, 895 

Of unfubmitting fpirit, wi£:, and brave 4 

Who ftill thro' bleeding ages ftruggled hard, 

(As well unhappy Wallace can atteft. 

Great patriot-hero ! ill-requited chief!) 

To hold a generous undiminifh'd date ; 900 

Too much in vain ! Hence of unequal bounds 

Impatient, and by tempting glory borne 

O'er every land, for every land their life 

Has flow'd profiife, their piercing genius plann'd. 

And fwell'd the pomp of peace their faithful toil. 905 

As from their own clear north, in radiant ftreaxns. 

Bright over Euro;^e burfls the Boreal Morn. 

Oh 
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Oh is there not fome patriot^ in whofe power 
That bcft, that godlike Luxury is placed^ 
Of blefling thoufandsy thoufands yet unborn> 910 
Thro' late pofterity ? fome, large of foul. 
To chear deje£led induftry i to give 
A doable hanreft to the pining fwain ? 
And teach the labouring hand the fweets of toil ? 
Howy by the fineft art, the native robe 915 

To weave ; how, white as hyperborean fnow. 
To form the lucid lawn ; with venturous oar 
How to dafh wide the billow ; nor look on. 
Shamefully paflive, while Bata*vian fleets 
Defraud us of the glittering finny fwarms, 929 

That heave our friths, and croud upon our (hores ; 
How all-enlivening trade to roufe, and wing 
The profperous fail, from every growing port, 
Uninjur'd, round the fea-incircled globe j 
And thus, in foul united as in name, 925 

Bid Britain reign the mifb-efs of the deep ? 

Yes, there are fuch. And full on thee, Aroyle, 
Her hope, her ftay, her darling, and her boaft. 
From her firft patriots and her heroes fprung. 
Thy fond imploring Country turns her eye ; 930 
In thee, with all a mother's triumph, fees 
Her every virtue, every grace combined. 
Her genius, wifdom^ her engaging turn. 
Her pride of honour, and her courage try'd. 
Calm, and intrepid, in the vtry throat 935 

Of fulphurous war, on T'^rn/Vr's^eadful field. 

H z Nor 
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Nor Icfi Ae jMflm of peace inwreitkei diy braw { 
Por, powerial «s thy fword, from thy rich tougue 
Perfiiaiion ilowsy and wins the high debate ; 
While xnix'd in theecombine die charm of yondi, 94a 
The force of manhood, and the depth of age. 
Thee, Forbes^ too, whom eveiy worth attends. 
As trfith iitKerc, as weqsing friei»d(hi{> kind> 
Thee, truly generous, and in iiknce gx^at. 
Thy country feels tkro' her reviving arts, 94^ 

Plann'd by thy wiidom, by thy foul inform'd $ 
And feldom has (he known a friend iiioe thee« 

But fee the fading many-coldurM woOd», 
Shade deepening orer (hade, the country round 
Imbrown ; a crowded utobrage, duflc, and dtm, 950 
Of every hue, from wan declining green 
To footy dark. Thefe now die loneibme Mufe, 
Low-whifpering, lead into their leaf-ftrown walks, 
And give die feafbn in its lateft view* 

MftAK-TiME, light-(hadowing all, afo&ercalm95; 
Fleeces unbounded ether ; whofe leaft wave 
Stands tremulous, uncertain where to turn 
The gentle current : ^hiJe illuminM wide. 
The dew)^-ikirted cl^ds imHbe the fun. 
And thro' their lucid veil his foftened force 960 
Shed o'er the peaceful world* Then is the time, 
For thofe whom wifdom and whom Nature charm. 
To ileal themfelves from the degenerate crowd* 
And foat above this little icene of things | 

To 
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^o tread low-thpoghted vice bcnctiik tbfiir feet ; g<i^ 
To foothe the thiobbmg p^HiPiu into peace ; 
And wiod lone ^ia in her filent walks. 

Thus folitary, and in penfive guife, 
Oft let me wander o'er the raflet ijiead, 
Andthro'theladdejaedgrove,wheiefcaroej[sh#ap49.70 
One dyin^ ftrain, to ^hear the woodman's toil- 
Haply fome widowed fongfter povirs h^s plaint. 
Far, in faint warblings, thro' the tawny copfe. 
While congregated thrnihes, linoet^i larks,. 
And each wild throaty whoie arttefs A^^ins fo late 97^ 
Swell'd all the mufic of the fwaraung fhad^QS* 
^ohb'd of their d^neful fouls^ new fhiyenag $t 
On the dead tree, a duM de^oadaiit flock ; 
With not a hrigktae(^ waving o'er tkeir plumes. 
And nought fave chattering di&ordki their note. 980 
O let not, aim*d from fome inhuman fiy^, 
•The gun the mufic of tlie coming year 
Deiboyi and tkaurmlefs, uxifii^pedking hoaa^ 
Lay the weak tribea a miferable prey. 
In mingledi mnrder, fluetering on Che ground ! 98^ 

The pale deibending year, yet pfeaflng ftlll» 
A gentler mood inspires ; for now the leaf 
InceiTant ruftles from the mournfol grove ; 
Oft ftartling fuch as, ftudious, walk below. 
And flowly circles thro* the waving air. 9^ 

But (honld a quicker breeze amid the boughs 
Sob, o'er the fky the leafy deluge ^reami ;,. 

H 3 Till 
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Till choakMy and natted with the dreary fhower. 

The foreft-walksy at every rifing gale^ 

Roll wide the withered wafle, and whiftle bleak. 995 

Fled is the blafled verdure of the fields ; 

And, ihrank into their beds, the flowery race 

Their funny robes refign. Even what remained 

Of ftronger fruits falls from the naked tree ; 

And woods, fields, gardens, orchards, allaround loco 

The defolated profpe£l thrills the foul. 

He comes ! he comes ! in every breeze the Po wia 
Of Philosophic Melancholy comes! 
His near approach the fudden-ftarting tear> 
The glowing cheek, the mild dejected air, 1005 
The foftened feature, and die beating heart, 
Piefc'd deep with many a virtuous pang, declare. 
O'er all the foul his facred influence breathes ! 
Inflames imagination i thro' the breaft 
Infiifes every tendemefs ; and far ioio 

Beyond dim earth exalta the fwelling thought.. 
Ten thoufand.thoufand fleet ideas, fuch 
As never mingled with the vulgar dream. 
Croud feft into the Mind's creative eye. 
As &ft the correfpondent paflions rife, 1015 

As varied, and as high : Devotion rais'd 
To rapture, and divine aftonifliment ; 
The love of Nature unconfin'd, and, chief. 
Of human race ; the large ambitious wiih. 
To makethem blefi; the fighfbr fufiering worth 1020 
I/)ft in obfcurity ; the noble fcom 

0/ 
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Of tyrant-pride ; the fearlefs great refolve ; 
The wonder which the dying patriot draw«> 
Infpiring glory thro' remoteft time ; 
Th' awakened throb for virtue, and for fame ; ic 25 
The fympathies of love, and friendihip dear ; 
With all the/odal Offspring of the heart. 

Oh bear me then to vaft embowering fhades. 
To twilight groves, and vifionary vales ; 
To weeping grottoes, and prophetic glooms ; 1 030 
Where angel' forms athwart the folemn duflc. 
Tremendous fweep, or fecm to fweep along ; 
And voices more than human, thro' the void 
Deep-founding, ieize th* enthuiiafHc ear ! 

Or is this gloom too much? Then lead, ye powers. 
That o'er the garden and the rural feat 1036 

Prefide, which fhining thro' the chearful land 
In countlefs numbers bled Britannia fees ; 
O lead me to the wide-extended walks. 
The fair majeftic paradife of Stowe * 1 1040 

Not Perjsan Cyrus on Iotiia*s fhore 
E'er faw fuch filvan fcenes ; fuch various art 
By genius fir'd, fuch ardent genius tam'd 
By cool judicious art ; that, in the ftrife, . 
All-beauteous Nature fears to be outdone. 1045 
And there, O Pitt, thy country's early boaft. 
There let m6 fit beneath the fheltered flopes, 
Or in that f Temple where, in future times, 

• The feat of the Lord Vifcount Cohbam. 
f The Temple of Virtue in StowcGardetts, 

H 4 Thou 
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Thou well ihalt merit a diftmguifli'd name | 

And, with thy con?erfc blcft, catch the laft fmiles 1 050 

Of Autumn beaming o'er -the yellow vraods. 

While there with thee th* inchanted round I walk. 

The regulated wild, gay Fancy then 

Will tread in thought the groves oi Attic Land; 

Will from thy ftandard tafte refine her own, . 1055 

Correft her pencil to the pureft truth 

Of Nature, or, the unimpaiTion'd fhades 

Forfaking, raife it to the human mind. 

Or if hereafter (he, with jafier haxid» 

Shall draw the tragic iceae, infirud her thoa* 1060 

To mark the varied moy^mefiis i>£ the heart. 

What every decent character requires, 

^nd every paffion fpeaks : O thro' her ftraia 

Breathe thy pathetic eloquence ! that moulds 

Th' attentive fbnate, charms, perfuades, exalu, 1065 

Of honeft zeal th' indignant lightning throws. 

And fhakes corruption on her venal throne. 

Wlnle thus we talk, and thro' Efyjtaft Vales 

Delighted rove, perhaps a figh efcapes : 

What pity, Cobham, thou thy verdant files 1070 

Of ordered trees Ihouldff here inglorious range, 

Inftead of fquadrons flaming o'er the field, 

'And long embattled hoib ! when the proud foe 

The faithlds vain difturber of mankind, 

Infulting GahI^ has roas'd the world to war ; 107$ 

When keen, once more, within their bounds to preis 

Thofe poliih'd robbers, thofe ambitious ilaves. 

The 
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The British Youth would hail thy wife command. 
Thy temper'd %rdor and thy veteran fldll. 

Ta B wedbemfnii withdraws theihoitened day ; 1 080 
And humid evenings gliding o'er the iky» 
In her chill progrefs* to the ground condens*d 
The vapours (hrows» Where creeping waters oose. 
Where marihes ftagnate> and where rivers wind, 
Clufer the rolling fogs, and iwiai along 1085 

The duflcy mantled lawn^ Mean-while the moon 
FuU-orb'd, and breaking thro' the fcatter'd cloud?. 
Shews her broad vifage in the crimfon'd eaft. 
Turn'd to the fun dired, her fpotted difk. 
Where mountains rife,.umbr^geous dales defcend, 1 09a 
And caverns deep, as optic tube defcries, 
A fmaller earth, gives us his blaze again. 
Void of its flame, and Iheds a foft^r day. 
Now thro' the pafiing cloud (he feems to ftoop. 
Now up the pure cerulean rides fublime. 1095 

Wide the pale deluge floats, and ftreaming mild 
O'er the &y'd mountain, to the fhadowy vale. 
While rocks and floods, reflect the quivering gleam,. 
The whole air whitens with a boundlefs tide 
Of filver radiance, trembling round the world. 1 100 

But when half blotted' from the fky her light. 
Fainting, permits the ftarry fires to burn 
With keener luftre thro' the depth of heaven ; 
Or near cxtindl her deadened orb appears. 
And fcarce appears, of fickly beamlefs white ; 1105 
H s Oft 
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Oft in tins feafon, filent from the north 
A blaze of meteors Ihoots : enfweeping firil 
The lower (kies, they all at once converge 
High to the crown of heaven, and all at once 
Relapfing quick as quickly reafcend^ mo 

And mix» and thwart, extingaifh, and renew^ 
All ether couriing in a maze of light. 

From look to look, contagious thro* the crowd,. 
The panic runs, and into wondroua fhapes 
Th' appearance throws : Armies ia meet array, 1115 
ThrongM with aerial (pears, and fteeds of fire ; 
Till the long lines of full-extended war 
In bleeding fight commixt, the fanguine flood 
Rolls a broad flaughter o'er the plains of heaven.. 
As thus they fcan the vilionary fcenej,, 1 1 2,0 

On all fides fwells the fuperflitious dinj^ 
Incontinent ; and bufy frenzy talks 
Of blood and battle ; cities ovcrturn'd. 
And late at night in fwallowing earthquake funk, . 
Or hideous wrapt in fierce afcending flame ; 1 iz^ 
Of fallow famine, inundation, florm; 
Of peftilence, and every great diflreis ; 
Empires fubvers'd, when ruling fate has ftruck 
Ihp unalterable hour : even Nature's &l£ 
h deem'd to totter on the brink of time. 1 1^ 

Not fo the Man of philofophick eye. 
And infpedl fage ; the waving brightnefi he 
Curious furveys, inquifitive to know 

The 
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The cattfes, and materials, yet unfixed, 

Of this appearance beautiful and new* 113$ 

Now black, and deep, the night begins to fall*, 
A fhade immen(e. Sunk in the quenching gl9om. 
Magnificent and vafl, are heaven and eartlw 
Order confounded lies ; all beauty void ;, 
Diflin^on loft ; and gay variety 1 14OP 

One univerfal blot : fuch the fair power 
Of light, to kindle and create the whole. 
Drear is the ftate of the benighted wretch. 
Who then, bewilder'd, wanders thro' the dark. 
Full of pale fancies, and chimera's huge ; 114$ 
Nor viiited by one direftive ray. 
From cottage ftreaming, or from airy halL 
Perhaps impatient as he fbimbles on. 
Struck from the root of finny ruihes, blue. 
The wild-fire fcatters round, or gathered trails 1 150 
A length of flame deceitful o'er the mofs : 
Whither decoy'd by the fkntaflic blaze. 
Now Ibft and now renew'd, he finks abfbrpt. 
Rider and horie, amid the miry gulph :' 
While ftill, from day to day, his pining wife, 1 155 
And plaintive children his return await. 
In wild conjedure loft. At other time9> 
Sent by \}i^ betur Genius of the night. 
Innoxious, gleaming on the horie's mane. 
The meteor fits ; and ihews the narrow path, 1 16a 
That winding leads thro' pits of death, or elfe 
laflru£is (dm how to take the dangecoos ford«. 

H6 Tim 
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Thb lengthened nigkt oUfB'i, tiie mornii)^ ihinef 
Serone,.in alt hex dewy beauty brigkt. 
Unfolding fair the laft autumnal day. 1 165 

And now tbe moaodag fun di4>elft the fog ; 
The rigid koar-froft melts before his beam ; 
And hung on every fpray, on every Uade 
Of grafsy the myriad dew-drops twinkle round. 

I 

Ah fee w]|ererobb'd,aiid morder'd, in that pit 1 1 7^ 

Lies the ftill heaving hive 1 at evening fnatcb'd. 
Beneath the cloud of guilt- concealing night. 
And fix^d o'er fulphur : while, not dreaming ill. 
The happy people, in their wa^^n cells. 
Sat tending public cares, and planning ichemes 1 1 75 
Of temperance^ for Winter poor ; rejoiced 
To mark, full flowing round, their copious ftores- 
Sudden the dark oppreiUve fteam afcends ; 
.And, us'd to milder fcents, the tender race, 
Bythoufands,tumblefromtheir honeyeddomes^ I iSo 
Convolved, and agonizing in the duiL 
And was it then for this you roam'd the Spring, 
Intent from flower to flower ? for this you toil'd 
-Ces^eloft the 4xuming Summ^-heats away ? 
]For this in Autumn (earch'dthe bloomiikg wafte, 1 1S5 
Nor loft one funny gleam? for this fad fate ? 
O Man ! tyrannic lord ! how long, how long. 
Shall proftrate Nature groan beneath 3rour rag<e. 
Awaiting renovation i When obliged, 
Muftyoudeftroy^ Of their ambrofial fi>od 1190 
Can you not barrovi^; and^ iniuStrdjun, 

Afford 
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AfFord them ihelter from the wintry winds ; 

Or, as tKb fharp year piniches, with their own 

Again regale them on ibme fmiling day ? 

See where the flony bottom of their town i ige 

Looks defoiate, and wild ; with here and there 

A helpless number, who the ruin'd ilate 

Survive, lamenting weak, caft out to death. 

Thus a proud city, populous and rich. 

Full of the works of peace, and high in joy, 1 200 

At theatre or feaft, or funk in fleep, 

(As late, Paiermo, was thy fate) is fei2*d 

By fome dread earthquake, and convulfive hurl'd 

Sheer from the black foundation, ftench-involv'd. 

Into a gulph of blue fulphureous flame. 120 c 

He NOB every haHher fight ! for now the ddj, 
0*er heaven and earth diffus'd, grows warm, and high. 
Infinite fplendor ! wide invefting all. 
How flill the breeze ! fave what the filmy threads 
Of dew evaporate brufhes from the plain. 1 z 10 

How clear the cloudlefs iky ! how deeply ting'd 
With a peculiar blue ! the ethereal arch 
How fwell'd immenfe ! amid whofe azure thron'd 
The radiant fun how gay ! how calm below 
The gilded earth ! the harveA-treafures all 121 e 
Now gather'd in, beyond the rage of florms. 
Sure to the fwain ; the circiiag fence ihut up ; 
And inftant Winter's ntmoft nge defy'd. 
While, loofe to feftive joy, the country round 
Laughs with the lood fincerity of mirth, 1220 

Shook to the wind their C4r69* Hie toil-ftrBng youth 

By 
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By the quick fenfe of mafic taught alone. 
Leaps wildly graceful in the lively dance. 
Her every charm abroad, the village-toaft. 
Young, buxom, warm, in native beauty rich, 1225 
Darts not unmeaning looks ; and, where her eye 
Points an approving imile, with double force. 
The cudgel, rattles, and the wrefUer twines. 
Age too (hines out ; and, garrulous^ recounts 
The feats of youth. Thus they rej^oice ; nor think 
That, with to-morrow's fun, their annual toil 12 3.1 
Begins again the never-ceafing rounds 

Oh knew he but his happinefs, of Mea 
The happieil he I who far from public rage,. 
Deep in the vale, with a thoice Few retir'd, 1235 
Drinks the pure pleafures of the Rural Life. 
What tho' the dome be wanting, whofe proud gate^ 
Each morning, vomits out the fneaking crowd 
Of flatterers i^fe, and in their turn abus'd ? 
Vile intercourfe ! What tho' the glittering robe,.! 240 
Of every hue refle£led light can give,. 
Or floating loofe, or ftiff with mazy gold. 
The pride and gaze of fools I opprefs liim not ? 
What tho', from utmoft land and lea purvey'd. 
For him each rarer tributary life 1 245 

Bleeds not, and his infatiate table heaps 
With luxury, and death ? What tho' his bowl 
Flamies not with coilly juice ; nor funk in bed^^ 
Oft of gay care, he tofTes out the night,. 
Or melts the thoughtlefs hours in idle ftate I 1250 
What tho' he Icnows not thofe fahtailic joys. 
That iUll amufe the wanton^ ftiU deceive ; 

Afaca 
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A face of pleafure, but a heart of pain ; 

Their hollow moments undelighted all? 

Sure peace is his ; a folid life, eilranged 1 25 J 

To difappointmenty and fallacious hope l 

Rich in content, in Nature's bounty rich,. 

In herbs and fruits ; whatever greens the Spring,. 

When heaven defcendsinihowers; or bends the bough 

When Summer reddens^and when Autumn beams ; 

Or in the wintry glebe whatever lies 1261 

Conceal'd, and fattens with the richeft fap i 

Thefc art not wanting ; nor the milky drove^ 

Luxuriant, fpread o'er all the lowing vale ; 

Nor bleating mountains ; nor the chide of fbreams,. 

And hum of bees, inviting fleep fincere 1 266 

Into the guiltlefs bread, beneath the ihade. 

Or thrown at large amid the fragrant hay ; » 

Nor ought befides of profpeft, grove, or fong^ 

Dim grottoes,gleaminglakes,andfountain clear. 1 27P 

Here too dwells iimple truth ; plain innocence ; 

UnfuUied beauty ; found unbroken youth. 

Patient of labour, with a little pleas'd ; 

Health every blooming ; \uiambitious toil ; 

Calm contemplation, and poetic eafe. ^^?S 

Let others brave the flood in quefl: of gain,. 
And beat, for joylefs months, the gloomy wav^. 
Let fiich as deem it glory to deflroy, 
Ruih into blood, the fack of cities feek ; 
Unpierc'd, exulting in the widow's wail, 1280 

The virgin's fhriek, and infant's trembling cry.. . 
Let fome, fiur-diiUnt from their native foil, 

Urg'4 
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Urg'd or by want or hardened ararke, 

Pind other lands beneath another fan. 

Let this through ckies work his eager way, 1 285 

By legal outrage and eftablifh'd guile. 

The focial fenfe extinct ; and that lenneAt 

Mad into tumult the (editions herd. 

Or melt them down to flavcry. Let ibfje 

Infnare the wretched in the toib of law, 1290 

Fomenting difcord, and perplexing rig^t> 

An iron race ! and tho/e of fairer front. 

But equal inhumanity, in courts^ 

Delufive pomp, and dark cabals, delight ; 

Wreathe the deep bow, diffufe the lying fmile, 1 295 

And tread the weary labyrinth of ftate. 

While he, from all the Hormy paffions free 

That reftlefs Men involve, hears, and but hears. 

At diftance fafe, the human tempeil roar. 

Wrapt clofe in confcious peace. The fall of kin^. 

The rage of nations, and the crufh ot'il:ates, 1301 

Move not the Man, who, from the world efcap'd^ 

In dill retreats, and flowery folitudes. 

To Nature's voice attends, jfrom month to month. 

And day to day, thro' the revolving year ; 1 305 

Adnuring, fees her in her every diape ; 

Feels all her ^eet emotions at his heart ; 

Takes what (he liberal gives, nor thinks of laoze!. 

He, when young Spring protrudes the burfling gems,. 

Marks the firft bud, and fucks the healthful gsde 1310 

Into his fffefliened foul ; her geuial hours 

JEje full enjoys ; and not a bca«i^ blows. 

And 
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And not an opening bloffibm breathes ia vain. 

In Summer he, beneath the Uving ihade. 

Such as o'er frigid Tsmfte wont to wave, 1315 

Or Hemus cool, reads what the Mufe, of thefe 

Perhaps, has in immortal numbers fung ; 

Or what fhe dictates writes : and, oft an eye 

Shot rounds rejoices in the vigorous year. 

When Autumn's yellow luilre gilds the world, 1 320 

And tempts the fickled Twain into the field, 

Seiz'd by the general joy, his heart difiends 

With gentle throws ; and, thro' the tepid gleams 

Deep mu/inga then he i*fi edcerts his fong. 

Even Winter wild to him 28 full of bHfi. 132^ 

The mighty tempcft> and the hoary waftcy 

Abrupt, and deep, fbetch'd o'«r the buried earth. 

Awake to fblemn thought. At ntgkt the ikies, 

Difck>s'd, and kindled, by refining froft. 

Pour every luftre oa th' exalted eye« 1330 

A friend a book the ftealing hours Secure, 

And mark then, down for wifdom. With iwiitwing,. 

O'er land and fea i]tt8ginatk>& roams ; 

Or truth, divinely breaking on his nund» 

Elates his being, and unfeldi his powers ; 133; 

Or in his breail heroic virtue bums. 

The touch of kindred too and love he feels ; 

The modeft eye, whofe beam:s on his alone 

Extatic ihine ; the little ibong embrace . 

Of prattling children, twin'd around his neck, 134^0 

And eniulous to pieafe him, calling forth 

The fond parental fiml. Nor purpofe gay, 

Amufement, 



i62 A U T U M N. 

Amufementy dance, or fong, he ftemly fcorns ; 

For happinefs and true philofophy 

Are of the focial fHll, and fmiling kind. 1 34$ . 

This is the life which thofe who fret in guilt. 

And guilty cities, never knew ; the life. 

Led by primeval ages, uncorrupt. 

When angels dwelt, and God himfelf, with Manl 

Oh Nature! all-fufficient ! overall! 1350 

Inrich me with the knowledge of thy works ! 
Snatch me to heaven ; thy rolling wonders there. 
World beyond world, in infinite extent, 
Profufely fcattered o'er the blue immenfe. 
Shew me ; their motions, periods, and their laws. 
Give me to fcan ; thro' the difclofing* deep . 1356 
Light my blind way : the rmntrsil Jiraf a there ; 
Thrufl, blooming, thence the vegetable world ; 
O'er that the riiing fyftem, more complex. 
Of animals ; and higher (till, the mind, 1360 

The varied fcene of quick-compounded thought, 
And where the mixing paffions endlefs fhift ; 
Thefe ever open to my ravifh'd eye ; 
A fearch, the flight of time can ne'er exhauft ! 
But if to that unequal 5 if the blood, 1365 

In fluggifh ftreams about my heart, forbid 
That 6eJ! ambition ; under clofing (hades. 
Inglorious, lay me by the lowly brook. 
And whifper to my dreams. From Thbb begin, 
Dwell all on Thee, with Thbb conclude my fon^; 
And let me never never ftray from Th e e I 1^71 

WINTER. 
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The Argument. 

• 

Thi /uhjeSi projtofetf. Adirefs to tht eariofWiLUiSG* 

TON. Fi^Jt approach of Winter ^ According to tht 

• natural cour/e of tbefiq/in^ n)ariout ftorms defcrihed. 

Rain. Wind* Snow, Thi driving of tbt /nowi : 

^ A man ptr^ing anpig tbun \ 'wbentfi refieBifin% on 
the wants and mi/iries of human Ufe^ The wahes 
dtfcending from the Alps and Apennines. A win' 
ter-evening defcrihed : as fpent by philofopben i hj tbo 
ceuntty peopie ; in the city. Frof. AviewoffFin- 
ter ivithin the polar Circle. A thaw. The wbok 
concluding with moral refe^ions on a future fiate^ 
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SEE, Winter comes, to rufe the varied year. 
Sullen and fad, 'with all his riilng train ; 
Vapours, and Clouds , and Storms, Be thefe my theme, 
Thefe 1 that e^calt the foul to foiemn thought, 
And heavenly mufing. Welcome, kindred glooms ! 5 
Congenial horrors> hail 1 with fre<iuent foot, 
Pleas'd have I> in my chearfttl morn of life. 
When nurs'd by carelefs iblitudc I liv'd, 
And fung of Nature with unceafing joy, 
Pleas'd have I wander'd thro* your rough domain ; 1 o 
Trod the pore virgin-fnows, myfelf as pure ; 
Heard the winds roar, and the big torrent burft ; 
Or fcen the 4iee^ fermehtitig tempeft brew'd, 
In the grim eveniiig (ky. Thus pafs'd the time. 
Till thro' the lucid chambers of ^e fouth 1 9 

Look'doQt the joyous Sp r i no, look'd out, and fmiPd* 

To thee, the patron of htrfirfl cffay. 
The Mufe, O WiLMiNCTOif ! renews her fang. 
Since has file rounded tlK revolving year : 
Skim'd tke gay Spring ; on eagle-piliions borne, 20 
Attempted through the $unimer-blai:e to rife ; 
Then fwept o'er Atftumn With the (hadowy gale ; 
And now among the wintry ^ods ftgain, 

4 RoU'd 
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RoU'd in the doubling ftorm, fhe tries to {oar ; 

To fwell her note with all the rufhing winds ; 2^ 

To fuit her founding cadence to the floods ; 

As is her theme, her numbers wildly great : 

Thrice happy I could ihe fill thy judging ear 

With bold defcription, and with manly thought. 

Nor art thou ficilPd in awful fchemes alone, 30 

And how to make a mighty people thrive ; 

But equal goodnefs, found integrity, 

A firm unfhaken uncorrupted foul 

Amid a Aiding age, and burning ftrong. 

Not vainly blazing for thy country's weal, 35 

A fteady fpirit regularly free ; 

Thefe, each exalting each, the ftatefinan light 

Into the patriot ; thefe, the public hope 

And eye to thee converting, bid the Mufe 

Record what envy dares not flattery call. 49* 

Now when the chearlefs empire of the iky 
To Capricorn the Centaur Archer yitlAs^ 
And fierce Aquarius^ flains th' inverted year ; 
Hung o'er the farthefl verge of heaven, the fun 
Scarce fpreads thro* ether the dejedted day. 45 

Faint are his gleams, and inefledual flioot 
His ftruggling rays, in horizontal lines, 
Thro' the thick air ; as doath'd in cloudy florm. 
Weak, wan, and broad, he (kirts the fouthem iky ; 
And, foon-defcending, to the long dark night, 50 
Wide-ftiading all, the prollrate world refigns* 
Nor is the night unwilh'd ; wjiile vital heat. 

Light, 
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Light, life, and }oy, the dubious day forfakel 
Mean-time, in fable cindure, fliadows vad, 
Deep-ting'd and damp, and congregated clouds, 5J 
And all the vapoury turbulence of heaven. 
Involve the face of things. Thus Winter falls, 
A heavy gloom oppreffive o'er the world. 
Thro' Nature fhedding influence malign. 
And roufes up the feeds of dark difeafe. 6q 

The foul of Man dies in him, loathing life. 
And black with more than melancholy views. 
The cattk droop ; and o'er the furrowed land, 
Frelh from the plough, the dun difcolour'd flocks, 
Untended fpreading, crop the wholefome root. 65 
Along the woods, along the moorifli fens. 
Sighs the fad Genius of the coming florm ; 
And up among the loofe disjointed cliffs. 
And fradlur'd mountains wild, the brawling brook 
And cave, prefageful, fend a hollow moan, 70. 

Reibunding long in liftening Fancy's ear. 

Then comes the father of the tempeft forth. 
Wrapt in black glooms. Firft joylefs rains obfcnre 
Drive thro' the mingling ikies with vapour foul ; 
Dafli on the mountain's brow, and fliake the woods. 
That grumbling wave below. The unflghtlyplain76 
Lies a brown deluge ; as the low-bent clouds 
Pour flood on flood, yet unexhaufled flill 
Combine, and deepening into night fliut up 
The day's fair face. The wanderers of heaven. So 
Each to his home, retire ; fave thofe that love 

1 To 
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To take their paftiaie in tht troubled aar> 

Or flcinunhig flutter roand the dimply pool. 

The cattle from the untaAed fields return, 

And sJL, with meaning lowe, their w<mted flails, S5 

Or ruminate in the contiguous fliade. 

Thither the hoofliokl feathery people crowd. 

The creftedcock, with all his iemale train, 

Petiiive, and dripping; w^ile the cottage-hind 

Hangs o'er th* enUveniag blaee, and talefol there 90 

Recounts his itmpie froHck : much he talks. 

And much he laughs, nor recks Che ftorm that blows 

Without, and rattles on his humble roof. 

Wi DE Ot'er the brim, with many a torrent fwell'd. 
And the mix'd ruin of its banks o'erfpread, 95 

At laft the rous'd-up river pours jdong : 
Refiftleis, roaring, dreadful, down it comes. 
From the rude mountain, and the mofTy wild. 
Tumbling thro' rocks abrupt, and founding for ; 
Then o'er the fanded valley floating fpreads, ico 
Calm, fluggifh, filent ; till again, conlbainM 
Between two meeting hills, it burfls away. 
Where rocks and woods o'erhang the turbid fbeam j 
There gathering triple force, rapid, and deep, 1 04 
It bdls, and wheels, and foams, and thunders tluough. 

Nature! great pare&tl whofe uncealiag band 
Rolls round the Seafbns of tke changeful year. 
How mighty, how majeftic, are «hy works ! 
With wkat a pleaftog dread «bey fwell the ibul 1 

That 
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T^hatTees aftoniih*4 ! and aftonilh'd fmgs f r>d 

Ye toOy ye winds ! that now begin to blow, . 

With boifterous fweep, I raife my voice to you. 

Where are yoftr ftores, ye powerful 'beings ! 'fay. 

Where your aerial magazines refervM, 

To fwcU liie brooding terrors of the ftc^rm ? 1x5 

In what far-diftiuit region of the iky, 

fiufli'd in deep filence, flecp ye when tis calm ? 

When from the pallid &y thd fon defcendir. 
With many a fpot, that o'er his glaring ©rb 
Uncertain wanders, ftaih'd ; red fiery ^iteaks i%6 
Begin to flufh around. The reding dottds 
Stagger with dizzy poifcj as doubting yet 
Which mafter to obey : while rifing floWi 
Blank, in tlie leaden-colour'd eaft, the mooh 
Wears a wan circle round her*bluntedhoi'n*. 12;^ 
Seen thro* the turbid ftudluating air^ 
The ftars obtufe emit a fhivered ray ; 
Or frequent feem to (hoot athwarrthe gloom. 
And long behind them trail the whitening blaze. 
Snatch'd in fhort eddies> plays the witherM leaf; 1 30 
And on the flood the dancing feather floats. 
With broadened hoftrils to the iky up-tum*d. 
The confcious heifer fhufFs thfe ftormy gale. 
Even as the ihatron, at her nightly taflc, ; 

With penfive labour draws the flaxen thread, i ij 
The wafted tiper and the crackling flame > ;* 
Foretell the blaft. But chief the plumy race, ' 
The tenants of the (ky, its changes fpeak. ' ' 
Vol. L i - Retiring 



.I70 WINTER. 

, Retiring from the downs, where all day long 
They pick'd their fcanty fare, a blackening train 140 
Of clamorous rooks thick-urge their weary flight. 
And {cek the clofmg ihelter of the grove ; 
Affiduous, in his bower, the wailing owl 
Plies his fad fong. The cormorant on high 144 
Wheels from the deep, and fcreams along the land. 
Loud^ihrieks the foaring hern ; and with wild wing 
The circling fea-fowl cleave the flaky clouds. 
Ocean^^ 4inequal prefsM, witH broken tide 
And blind commotion heaves ; while from the ihore. 
Eat into caverns by the reiUefs wave, 150 

And foreft-rulUing mountain, comes a voice. 
That folemn founding bids the world prepare. 
Then iiTues forth the ftorm with fudden burft. 
And hurls the whole precipitated air, 

^ Down, in a torrent. On the paflive main ' 155 
Defcends th' ethereal force, and with Urong gufl 
Turns from its bottom the difcolour'd deep. 
Thro' the black night that fits immenfe around, 
L9.(h'd into foam, the fierce confliding brine 

. Seems p'er a thoufand raging waves to burn : 160 
Mean-tiin^the mountain-billows, to the clouds 
In dreadful tumult fwelPd, furge above furge, 
Burfl iato chsLos with tremendous roar. 
And anchor'd navies from their Nations drive. 
Wild as the winds acrofs the howling wade 165 
Of mighty waters : now th' inflated wave 
Straining ihey fcale, and now impetuous (hoot 
Into dhe.fecret chambers of the deep, 

. . The 
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The wintry Baltick thundering o'er their head. 
Emerging thence again, before the breath ' 170 
Of full-exerted heaven they wing their courfe, 
And dart on diftant coafts ; if feme (harp rock. 
Or fhoal infidious break not their career. 
And in loofe fragments fling them floating round. 

Nor lefs at land the loofenedtempefl: reigns. '175 
The mountain thunders ; and its fturdy fons 
Stoop to the bottom of the rocks they fhadc. 
Lone on the midnight fteep, and all aghaft. 
The dark way-faring ftranger breathlefs toils. 
And, often foiling, climbs againft the blaft, 1 80 
Xiow waves the rooted foreft, vex'd, and iheds 
What of its tarnifli'd honours yet remain ; 
Dafh'd down, and fcattered, by the tearing wind's 
Afliduous fury, its gigantic limbs. 
Thus ftruggling thro' the diffipated grove, 1 ^5' 

The whirling tempeft raves along the plain ; 
And on the cottage thatch'd, or lordly roof, 
Keen-failening, (hakes them to the folid bafe. 
Sleep frighted flies ; and round the rocking dome, 
For entrance eager, howls the favage blaft, ' 190 
Then too, they fay, thro' all the b^rthen'd airj^ 
Long groans areheard,(hrill founds, and diftant fighs, 
That, uttered by the Demon of the night. 
Warn the devoted wretch of woe and death. 

Huge uproar lords it wide. The clouds comljiix'd 

With ftars iWift gliding fweep along the iky, \ 96 

I 2 All 
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All nature reels. Till Nature's King, who oft 

Amid tempeftttotts darknefs dwells alone. 

And on the wing€ of the careering wind 

Walks dreadfully fere;ne) commands a calm ; 20O 

Then ftraight air !fea and earth -are hufh'd at once. 

As yet 'tis midnight deep* The weary cloudt» 
Slow-meetingy mingle into folid gloOm. 
Now, while the drowfy world lies loft in fleep. 
Let me aiTociate with the ierious Nighty 205 

And CtMtemplation her fedate compeer ; 
Let me fhake oiFth' intraiive cares of day. 
And lay the meddling fenfes all aiide. 

Whbrb now, ye lying vanities of life ! 
Ye ever-tempting ever-cheating train ! 21 d 

Where are you now ? and what is your amount ? 
Vexation, difappointment^ and remorfe. 
Sad, fickening thought ! and yet deluded Man, 
A fcene of crude disjointed vifions paft> 
And broken ikmbers, rifes ftill refolv'd, 215 

With new-fluih'd hopes^ to run the giddy round. 

Father oflight and life! thou Good supreme I 
O teach me what is ^ood ! teach me Thyself ! 
8ave me from folly, vanity, and vice. 
From every low purfuit ! and feed my foul 220 

With knowledge, con^ious peace, and virtue pure \ 
Sacreii, fubftantial, never-fading blift ! 

The 
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Th e keener teropeftfi rife : and fuming dun 
From all the livid eail, or piercing north. 
Thick clouds afcend,;* in whofe capacious womb 225 
A vapoury deluge lies, to fnow congeal'd. 
Heavy they roll their fleecy world along ; 
And the Iky faddens with the gathered ftorm. 
Thro' the hufhM air the whitening fhower defcends. 
At firft thin wavering ; 'till at laft the flakes 230 
Fall broad, and v/ide, and faft, dimming the day. 
With a continual flow. The cherifti'd fields 
Put on their winter-robe of pureft white. 
*Tis brigl^tnefs all ; ftvc vyhere the new fnow meltt 
Along the mazy current. Low, the woods 235 
Bow their hoar bead; a^d,. ere the languid fun. 
Faint from the weft emits his evening ray, 
Earth's univerfal face, deep hid, and chill. 
Is one wild dazzling wade, that buries wide 
The wo|ks of Man. Drooping, the labourer-ox 240 
§t^ds cover'd o'er with fnow, and then demands 
The fruit of all his toil. The fowls of heayen^ 
Tam'd by the cruel feafo?, croufl around 
T)ie wipnowing fk>re, and claim the little boon 
Which Provid£nce afligns them. One alone, 245 
The red-breaft, facred to the houihold gods, 
Wifely regardful of th' embroiling Iky, 
.In i^oylefs fields, and thorny thickets, le^ives- 
His fliivering mates, and pays to trufted Man 
His annual vifit. Half-afraid, he firil 250-' 

Againil th^ windQW beats ; then, briik, alights 
Oa thq w»W t^eajrUij ^hea, hoppipg. o'er. the floor^ . 
I 3 Eycso 
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Eyes all the fmiling family aflcance. 
And pecks, and ftarts, and wdnders where he is : 
'Till more familiar grown, the table-crumbs 255 
Attraft his (lender feet. The foodlefs wilds 
Pour forth their brown inhabitants. The hare, 
Tho' timorous of heart, and hard befet 
By death in various forms, dark fnares, and dogs. 
And more unpitying Men, the garden feeks, 260 
Urg'd on by fearlefs want. The bleating kind 
Eye the bleak heaven, and next the gliilening earth. 
With looks of dumb defpair ; then, fad-difpers*d. 
Dig for the withered herb thro' heaps of fnow. 

Now, fliepherds, to your helplefs chkrge be kind. 
Baffle the raging year, and fill their penns 266 
With food at will ; lodge them below the dorm. 
And watch them flrifl : for from the bellowing eaft, 
In this dire feafon, oft the whirlwind's wing 
Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains 2j9 
At dne wide waft, and o'er the haplefs flocks. 
Hid in the hollow of two neighbouring hills. 
The" billowy tempeft whelms ; 'till, upward urg*d. 
The valley to a fhining mountain fwells, 
Tipt with a wreath high-curling in the fky. 275 

As thus the fnows arife ; and foul, and fierce. 
All Winter drives along the darkened air ; 
In his own loofe-revolving fields; the fwain 
Difafter'd Hands ; fees other hills afcend. 
Of unknown joy lefs brow ; and other fcenes, 280 

Of 
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Of horrid profpedt, fhag the tracklefs plain : 

Nor finds the river, nor the fbreft, hid 

Beneath the formlefs wild j but wanders on 

From hill to dale, ftill more and more aflray ; 

Impatient flouncing thro' the drifted heaps, 285; 

Stung with the thoughts of home; the thoughts ofhomc 
Rufti on his nerves, and call their vigour forth 

In many a vain attempt. How fmks his foul ! 

What black defpair, what horror fills his heart ! 
When for the dufky fpot, which fancy feign *d 290 
His tufted cottage rifing thro' the fnow. 
He meets the roughnefs of the middle wafte. 
Far from the track, and bleft abode of Man ; 
While round him night refiftlefs cloies faft. 
And every tempeft, howling o'er his head, 295 

Renders the favage wildernefs more wild. 
Then throng the bufy (hapes into his mind, 
Of cover'dpits, unfathomably deep, 
A dire defcent 1 beyond the power of froft. 
Of faithlefs bogs ; of precipices huge, ^co. 

Smoothed up withfnow; and, what is land, unknown,' 
What water, of the ftill unfrozen fpring. 
In the loofe marfh or (blitary lake. 
Where the frefh fountain from the bottom boils. 
Thefe check his fearful fteps ; and down he finks 305* 
Beneath the ftielter of the fhapelefs drift. 
Thinking o'er all the bittemefs of death, • 
Mix'd with the tender anguiih Nature (hoots 
Thro' the wrung bofom of the dying Man, 
His wife> his duldren, and his friends unieen. 510 
I 4 la 
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In vain fop fei m th* oiHdous wife prepares 

The fire fair-blazing, and the veftmeat warm j 

In vain his little children, peeping out 

Into the mingling ftorm, demand their iire» 

With tears oj^ artlefs innocence. Alas ! 315 

Nor wife, nor children, more ihall he behold. 

Nor friends, nor facred home. On every nerve 

The deadly Winter feizes ; ilhuts up fenfe ; 

And, o'er his inmofl vitals creeping cold, 

lAy$ him along the fnows, a (tiffened corfe, 320 

Stretch'd out, and bleaching in the northern blafl. 

Ah Utde think the gay licentious proud,^ 
Whom pleafsre, power> and affiuence furround ^ 
They, wjbo thetn thoughtlefshpurs in giddy mirth». 
And wanton, often cruel, riot waile; 325' 

Ah little think they, while they dance along. 
How many feel, this very mc^nent, death 
And all the fad isaiiety of pain. 
How many {ink in the devouring flood. 
Or more devoaring flame. How many bleed, 33a 
By fhameful variance betwixt Man and Man. 
How many pine in want, and dungeon glooms i 
Shut £rom the common air, and common ufe 
Qf theie own limbs. How many drink the cup 
Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 335 

Of mifery. Sore pierc'd by wintry winds. 
How many fhrink into the fis'did hut 
Of cheerlefs poverty. How many fhakc 
With all tt»j3 fiexc^r toitni^s ofthtf miadii 

ynbounded 
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Uhbpttxidfid paffi^OQi ttis^dnefsy guilty remorTe ; 340 
Whence tumlpkd headlong from the height of lif#, 
They £aa:mih matter for the tragic Mufe. 
Even in the v^le, whore wifdom loves to dwell. 
With j5iendfhip> peac^, and contemplation join'd. 
How many, rapt -d with honeft paflions, droop 345 ; 
In deep retix'd diftrefs, . How many Hand 
Around the d^th-b^d of their deareil friends. 
And point the parting anguiOi. Thought fondMan i 
Of theiCe, .^nd ^U -tl^ thpufand namelefs ills. 
That one ii\ceffant ftruggle render life, 356 ; 

One fcene of toil, of fufFering, and of fate, 
yice in hia high career would Hand appall'd. 
And hecdlefs rambling Imp ulfe learn to think j 
The confcious heart of Charity would warm. 
And her wide wijh Bjenevolcnce dilate ; 355 ^• 

The focia) tear w(>«ild. rife, the fecial figh ; , 
Ai^d into clesp: perfection, gradual blifs, . 
Refining ftill, jtlva fecial paflions work..> 

And here can I forget the generous * band, . 359; 
Who, touchM with human woe, redreiCve fearch*d v 
lato thfr hpr;:or.s of the glopmy jail i. 
UT^pitied, and unhje^rd,' where mifery moans ; 
Where fickneft pines ; wher£ fhirfl and hunger burn,^ , 
And poor misfort^me fe^k the lafh of vice* . 
While in tlje land of liberty, the land 36^^- 

Whf)fe eVe;*y ftreet and public meeting glow . 
With ope^i frqfdon^* fi^le tyrants rag'd f 

• The j:»U qypu^Uj^c, \iL the- Yc^ 17^9. ^. 
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Snatch'd the lean morfel from the ftarving mouth ; 

Tore from cold wintry limbs the tattcr'd weed ; 

Even robbed them of the laft of comforts, ileep ; 370 

The free-bom Briton to the dungeon chain 'd. 

Or, as the lufl of cruelty prevail'd, 

At pleafure mark'd him with inglorious llripes ; 

And cruihM out lives, by fecret barbarous wa^s. 

That for their country would have toiPd, or bled. 375 

O great defign ! if executed well. 

With patient care, and wifdom-temper'd ieal. 

Ye Ions of mercy ! yet refume the fearch j 

Drag forth the legal mongers into light. 

Wrench from their hands oppreflion*s iron rod, 380 

And bid the cruel feel the pains they give. 

Much ftill untouch'd remains ; in this rank age, 

Much is the patriot's weeding hand re^uir'd. 

The toils of law, (what dark infidious 'Men 

Have cumbrous added to purplex the truth, 385 

And lengthen iimple juflice into trade) 

How glorious were the day ! that faw thefe broke. 

And every Man within the reach of right. 

By wintry famine rousM, from all the tradt 
Of horrid mountains which the fhining Jlpi^ 390 
And wavy ^fpenine^ 2^x16, Pyrenees , 
Branch out flupendous into diflant lands ; 
Cruel as death, and hungry as the grave ! ' 
Burning for blood ! bony, and ghaunt, and grim t 
Aflembling wolves in raging troops defcend ; 395 
And, pouring o'er the countrj^; bear along,' 

' * Kcca 
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Keen as the oorth-wind Aveeps the gloffy fhow« 
All is their prize. They fallen on the ^eed, 
Pref^ him to earth, and pierce his mighty heart. 
Nor can the bull his awful front defend, 400 

.Or fhake the murdering favages away. 
Rapacious, at the mother's throat they fly. 
And tear the fcreaming infant from her breail. 
The godlike face of Man avails him nought. 
Even beauty, force divine ! at whofe bright glance 
The generous lion Hands in foftened gaze, 406 

Here bleeds, a haplefs undiflinguiih'd prey. 
But if, apprized of the fevere attack. 
The country be (hut up, lur'd by the fcent. 
On church yards drear (inhuman to relate !) 410 
The difappointed prowlers fall, and dig 
The fhrouded body from the grave ; o'er which, 
Mix'dwithfoul fliades,and frighted ghofts, theyho^l. 

Antong thofe hilly regions, where embrac'd 
in peaceful vales the happy Grifons dwell j 415 

Oft, ruihing fudden from the loaded clifFs, 
Mountains of (now their gathering terrors roll. 
From fteepto fteep, loud-thundering down they come, 
A wintry wafte in dire commotion all ; 
And herds, and flocks, and travellers, and fwains, 420 
And fometimes whole brigades of marching troops,, 
Or hamlets fleeping in the dead of nighty 
Att deep beneath the (mothering ruin whelm'd^ 

Now, all amid the rigours of the year,, 
In^the wild depth of Winter,^ while without 4^5 
I 6 Thft 
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Theoeafelefs winds blow ice, be my retreat^. 
Between the groaning fbreft and the ihoi« 
Beat by the boundlefs multitude of waves^ 
A rural, (helterM, {blitary, fcene ; 
Where niddy fire and beaming tapers, join, 45<>^ 
To cheer the gloom. There ftudious let me fit. 
And hold high converfe with the mighty dead; 
Sages of ancient time, as gods rever'd, 
As gods bene£cent, who blefl mankind 
With arts, with arms, and humanized a world. 455. 
Rous'd at th' infpiring thought^ I throw aiidc 
The long-liv'd volume ; and^.deep-mufing, hail- 
The facred (hades, that flowly-riiing pafs 
Before my wondering eyes. Firfl Soci<ates,. 
Who, firmly good in a corrupted ftate, 440-. 

Againfl the rage of tyrants Ji*gle iftood^. . 
Invincible ! calm Reafon's holy law. 
That VnHt of God within th* attentive miad,. 
Obeying, fbarlei^, or in life^.or death : 
Great mor^ teacher ! Wifyfi rf Mankind! 445 

Solon the next, who built hia ccmAon-ivfial. 
On equity's wide bafe; hy t^aadtrJaws 
A lively people curbing, yet Q9dfluq)'d * 
Prefoving ftill diat ^uick peculiar £799 
Whence in the kureM field of finer arts, -. 450 

And of bold freedom, they une^al'd fliene. 
The pride of imiling Grekce, and human^Jdnd. 
Lycurgus then, who bow'd ben^th the force 
Of ftriftell difcipline, feverelj njci/e, 
AH human paflions. Fplipwing Mm, I fe^, 455 

As 
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As at fhtrmofyla he glorious fell* 

The firm * DBVOTBD Chi BF, who prov*d by deeds 

The hardeft lefibn which the ether taught. 

Then Aristides lifts his honeft front; . 

Spotlefs of hearty to whom th* unflattering voice 46b > 

Of freedom gave the nobleft name oijuft ; 

In pure miyeftic poverty rev^r'd ; 

Who, even his glory to his country's weal 

Submitung» fwell'd a Jiaughty f .X/Vv^'s.fame. 

Rear'd by his care» of ibfter ray appears 46$ ; 

Ci M o N fweetrfoulM ; wh<^ genius, rifing ftnmg, .. 

Shook off the load oCyoung debauch.; abroad 

TJie fcourge oi Perfian pride,^,at hoxpie the. friend 

Of every worth and every fylendid art ; 

Modeil, and (imple, in the pomp of wealth. 470.> 

Then the laft worthies of declining Grbice, 

Late call'd to glory, in u^/fW times, 

I^snfive, appear. The fair Corinthian boaft, 

Ti M o L so N , happy temper \ mild, ^d firm. 

Who wept the Brothtr while xkt Tyrant bled. 47 j^ 

And, equal to the befi, the:^ Theban Pair, 

Whofe virtues, in hertic Concord join'd, . 

Their country rais'd to freedom, empire, fame» 

He too, with whqm Jthenian honour funk. 

And left a mafs of fordid lees behind, , jfio: 

Fiio'cioii the Good; in publiciife feverc, ^ 

To virtue ftill inexorably firm ; 

But when, beneath his low iUuHrious roof, , 

* LkONIDAS. f THI]ifISTOCI.BS«. 
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Sweet peace and happy wifdom fmooth'd his brow. 

Not friendfliipfofter was, nor love more kind. . 485 

And he, thc/tf^ of old LycurGus* fons, 

The generous vidim to that vain attempt, 

To/ave a rotten State^ Ac is, who faw 

Even Sparta's felf to fervile avarice funk* 

The t)vo Achaian heroes clofe the train. 490 

Aratus, who a while relum'd the foul 

Of fondly lingering liberty in Greece : 

And he her darling as her latefl hope. 

The gallant Philopoemen ; who to arms 

Turn'd the luxurious pomp he could not cure ; 495 

Or toiling in his farm, a fimple fwain ; 

Or, bold ai^d fkilful, thundering in the field* 

Of rougher front, a mighty people come ! ' 
A race of heroes ! in thofe virtuous times 
Which knew no flain,fave that with partial flame 5 00 
Their ^earefi country they too fondly lov'd : 
Her better Founder firft, the light of Rome, 
'"NuMA, who foften'd her rapacious fons : 
Servius the King^ who laid the folid bafe 
On which o'er earth the 'vafi repuhlh fpread. 5 05 
Then the great confuls venerable rife. 
The ♦Public Father who the, Pr/i;^/^ c^uell'd,. 
'As on the dread tribunal flernlyfad. 
He, whom his thanklcfs countiy could not Ibfe, 
Camillus, only vengeful to her foes. 5 10 

Fabricius, fcorner of all-conquering gold j 

• Maecusi Junius Brvtus* 

And 
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And CiNciNNATus, awful from the plough. 
Thy •willing Victim, Carthage^ burfting loofe 
From all that pleading Nature could oppofe, 
From a whole city's tears, by rigid faith 515 

Imperious call'd, and honour's dire command. 
SciPio, x\it gentle chief y humanely brave. 
Who foon the race of fpotlefs glory ran. 
And, warm in youth, to the Poetic Jhade 
With Triendjhip and Philo/ophy retir'd. 520 

TuLLY, whofe powerful eloquence a while 
Reftrain'd the rapid iztt of rufhing Rome. 
Unconquer'd Cato, virtuous in extreme. 
And thou, unhappy Brutus, kind of heart, 
Whofe fteady arm, by awful virtue urg'd, 525 

Lifted the Roma» ^eel zgoin^ thy Friend. 
Thoufands befides the tribute of a verfe 
Demand ; but who can count the ftars of heaven ? 
Who fing their influence on this lower world ? 

Behold, who yonder comes ! in fober flate, 530 
Fair, mild, and flrong, as is a vernal fan : 
*Tis Phoebus^ felf, or elfc the Mantnan S<wain ! 
Great Homer too appears, of daring wing. 
Parent of fong ! and equal by his fide, 
TheB R 1 T 1 s H Mu s b ; join'd hand in hand they walk. 
Darkling, full up the middle fteep to fame. 536 
'Nor abfent are thofe ihades, whofe fkilful touch 
Pathetic drew th' impaffion'd heart, and charm'd 

• RlGVtVS, 

Tranf. 
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Tranfported Ath^m with the moral scene : 

Nor thofe who> taneful, wakM th' enchanting l itre. 

First of your kind I ibciety divine I 541 

Still viflt thu> my nights, for you referv'd. 
And mount my foaring foul to thoughts like yours. 
Silenci^ thou lonely power ! the door be thine; 
See on the h^lowed hour that none intrude, 545 , 
S(^^ a few chofen friends, who fometimes deign. 
To blefs my humble roof, with fenfe re£n'd, 
l^armng digeftcd well, .exalted faith, 
Unftudy'd wit, and humour ever gay. 
Or from the Mufes' hill will Pope defcehd, 550 
To faife the iacced.hour, to bid it fmile. 
And with the focial ^irit warm the heart : 
Fpr tho' not fweeter his own Hom£r iijogs^ , 
Yet is his life the more endearing fong. 

WHEaEartthou,HAMMOND ? thouthedarlingpride,-. 
The friend and lover of the tuneful throng \ 556 
Ah why, dear youth, in all the blooming prime 
Of vesnal genius, where difclofing fait 
Each a6Uve worth, each manly vir tar lay. 
Why wert thou ravUh'd from our hope fo foon. ? 5 60 
Whatnpw a»vaiis that npblc thirjl of fame, 
Vhich ftung thy fervent brcall ? that tyeafur^d fbwe . 
Of knowledge, early gain'd ? that eager zeal 
To fetvc thy country, glowing in the band 
Of YOUTHFUL pATRioTf, who fuftaiu her name ? : 
What. now, .alas! that lifc^ifeifttg charm 566 

Of. 
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Of fprightly wit ? that rapture for the Mufe, 
That heart of friendihip, and that foul of joy, 
Which bade with fofteft light thy virtues fmile ? 
Ah ! only ihew'd, to check our fond purfuits, 570 
And teach our humbled hopes that life is vain ! 

Thus in fome deep retirement would I pafs 
The winter-glooms, with friends of pliant foul. 
Or blithe, or folemn, as the theme infpir'd: 
With them would fearch, if Nature's boundlefs frame 
Was called, late-rifing from the void.of night, 576 
Or fprung eternal from th' ktsrnal Mind ; 
Its life, its laws, it» progrefs, and its end. 
Hence larger pp©ipc6ls of the beauteous whole 
Would, gradual, open on our opening minds y 586 
And each diffufive harmony unite 
In full perfedion, to th' aftoniih'd eye. 
Then would we try to fcan the moral fVorU^ 
Which, iho' to us it ften^s embroird, moves on 
Jii- higher order; fitted, and impelled, 5S5 

By Wisdom's fineft hand, and ififuing all 
In general Good., The fege hiUpric Mufe 
Should next conduft ji^ thro* the deeps of time : 
Shew us how empire grew, declin'd, and fell. 
In fcatter'd ftatea; what makes the nations fmile, 590 
^^roves their foil, and gives them double fans ; 
And why they pine beneath the brighteft ikies, * 
In Nature's richeft lap. As thus we talked. 
Our hearts would burn within us, would inhale 
T^at portion of divinity, that ray 595 

Of 
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Of pu reft heaven, which lights the public foul 

Of patriots, and of heroes. But if doom'd, 

In powerlefs humble fortune, to reprefs 

Thefe ardent rifmgs of the kindling foul ; 

Then, even fuperior to ambition, we 6o« 

Would learn the private virtues ; how to glide 

Thro' fliades and plains, along the fmootheil (beam 

Of rural life : or fnatch'd away by hope. 

Thro' the dim fpaces of futurity, 

With earneft eye anticipate thofe fcenes 605 

Of happinefs, and wonder j where the mind. 

In endlefs growth and infinite afcent, 

Rifes from ftate to ftate, and world to world. 

Bat when with thefe the ferious thought is foil'd, 

We, fhifting for relief, would play the ihapes 610 

Of frolic fancy; and incefiant form 

Thofe rapid pidlures, that affembled train 

Of flee^ ideas, never join'd before, 

Whence lively Wit excites to gay furprize ; 

Or folly-painting Humour ^ grave himfelf, 615 

Calls Laughter forth, deep-ihaking every nerve. 

Me AN -TIME the village rouzes up the fire j 
While well attefted, and as well believ'd. 
Heard fokmn, goes the goblin-ftpry round ; 
Till fuperflitious horror creeps o'er all. 620 

Or, frequent in the founding hall, they wake 
The rural gambol. Ruitic mirth goes round ; 
The £\mp\£ joke that takes the fhepherd's heart, 
Eafily pleasM ; the long loud laugh, fmcere ; 

The 
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The kifs, fnatch'd hafty from the fxde-long maid, 625 
On purpofe guardlefs, or pretending fleep : 
The leap, the flap, the haul ; and, ftiook to notes 
Of native mufic, the refpondent dance. 
Thus jocund fleets with them the winter-night. 

The city fwarmsintenfe. The public haunt, 630 
Full of each theme, and warm with mixt difcourfe. 
Hums indiftinft. The fons of riot flow 
Down the loofe ftream of falfe inchanted joy. 
To fwift deftruftion. On the rankled foul 
The gaming fury falls ; and in one gulph 635 

Of total ruin, honour, virtue, peace, 
Friends, families, and fortune, headlong fink. 
Up-fprings the dance along the lighted dome, 
Mi;c'd, and evolv'd, a thoufand fprightly ways. 
The glittering court effufes every pomp ; 640 

The circle deepens : beam'd from gaudy robes. 
Tapers, and fparkling gems, and radiant eyes, 
A foft effulgence o'er the palace waves : 
While, a gay infeft in his fummer-ftiine. 
The fop, light-fl uttering, fpreads his mealywings.645 

Dr E AD o'er the fcene, theghoftof H a m let flalks ; 
Othello rages ; poor Monimia mourns ; 
And Belvidera pours her foul in love. 
Terror alarms the breaft ; the comely tear 
Steals o'er the cheek : or elfe the Comic MusR 650 
Holds to the world a picture of itfelf, 
And raifes fly the fair impartial laugh. 

Some- 
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Sometimes ihe lifts her drain, and paints the fcenes- • 
Of beauteous life ; whate'er can deck mankind. 
Or charm the heart, i^ generous *B l vil ibew'd. ^55; 

O Thou, wbofe wifdom, folid yet reiin'd, 
Whofe patriot-virtues, and confummate {kill 
To touch the finer fprings that move the world, 
Join'd to whate'er the Graces can hcHow, 
And all ApoU^ animating fire, 660 

Give thee, with pleafing dignity, to fhine 
At once t)ie guardian, ornan^nt, and joy, 
Qf poliih'4 life j pcri^t the Rural Mufi, 
O Ch EST£iiFiELD,;.to gracfi with thee her fbsg 1 
Ere to the fhadps ag^if) ih^ humbly Hies,. 65^^ 

Indulge her fond ambition^ in thy train, 
(For every Mufe has in thy train a place) 
To mark thy various full-acconipU(h'd mind : 
To i^ark that fpirit, which, with Brifijlf /corny. 
RejedU th' allurements of corrupted power ; ^"jo 
That elegant: poUtfineAi which excels. 
Even in the judgment o£prefumptaous France 
The boafled mann^r^ of her ihining court i 
That wit, the vivid energy of fenfe. 
The truth of Nature, which, with ^ttic point, 675 
And kind well-temper'd fatire, fmoothly keen,- 
Steals thro' the Cbul, and without jpain correfls. 
Or, rifmg thenpe with yet a brighter flame, 
Q l^t 9^ l^il thee on fome g],orious day, 

• A chara£ler in the Conscious Loyirs, written by Sir- 

When 
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When, to the liftehing jfenate, ardent, crond 680 

Britannia's Tons to hear her pleaded caufe. 

Then dreft by thee, more anuably (bit. 

Truth the Toft robe of mild perfaaiioiv wears : 

Thou to afTenting reafon giv'ft again 

Her own enlightened thoughts ; call'd from the hearty 

Th' obedient paffions on thy voice attend ; 686 

And even relu^lant party feels a while 

Thy gracious power : as thro' the varied maze 

Of eloquence, now fmooth, now quick, now fbrongv 

Profound and clear, you roll the copious flood. 690* 

To thy lov'd haunt return) my happy Mufe : 
For now, behold, the joyous winter-days, 
Frofty, fucceed ; and thro' the blue fereae. 
For Tight too fine, th' ethereal nitre flies ; . 
Killing infedious damps, and the fpent air 695 
Storing afrefh with elemental life. 
Clofe crouds the ihinhig atmofphere ; and binds 
Our flrengthened bodies in its cold embrace, 
Conftringent ; feeds, and animates our blood ; 
Refines our fpirits, thro' die new-flrung nerves, 70O 
In fwifter failles darting to the brain ; 
Where fits the foul, intenfe, colleded, coqJ, 
Bright as the fkies, and as the feafon keen. 
All Nature feels the renovating force 
Of Winter, only to the^thoughtlefs eye 705 

In ruin feen. The froll-conco£led glebt 
Draws in abundant vegetable foul. 
And gathers vigour fcr the coming year* 

1 A 
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A ftronger glow fits on the lively cheek 

Of ruddy fire : and lucnlent along 710 

The purer rivers flow ; their fallen deeps, 

Tranfparent, open to the fliepherd's gaze. 

And murmur hoarfer at the fixing fro£t. 

Wh at artthouyfroft ? andwhence are thy keen fiores 
Dcriv'd, thou fecret all-invading power, 715 

Whom even th* illufive fluid cannot fly ? 
Is not thy potent energy, unieen. 
Myriads of little falts, or hook'd, or fliap'd 
Like double wedges, and diffused immenfb 
Thro' water, earth, and ethci ? Hence at eve, 72a 
SteamM eager fi^m the red horizon round. 
With the fierce rage of Winter deep fuffus'd. 
An icy gale, oft (hifting, o'er the pool 
Breathes a blue film, and in its mid career 
Arrefis the bickering ftream. The loofened ice, 725 
Let down the flood, and half diflblv'd by day, 
Ruflles no more ; but to the fedgy bank 
Fail grows, or gathers round the pointed ftone, 
A cryftal pavement, by the breath of heaven 
Cemented firm ; till, feiz'd from ihore to ihore, 730 
The whole imprifon'd river growls below. 
Loud rings the frozen earth, and hard refle£U 
A double noife ; while, at his evening watch, - 
The village dog deters the nightly thief; 
The heifer lows; the diftant water-fall 735 

Swells in the breeze ; and, with the hafly tread 
Of traveller, the hoUow-founding plain 

Shakes 



WINTER. 191 

Shakes from afar. The full ethereal round. 

Infinite worlds difclofing to the view. 

Shines out intenfely keen ; and, all one cope 740 

Of ftarry glitter, glows from pole to pole. 

From pole to pole the rigid influence falls. 

Thro* the ftill night, incefiant, heavy, ftrong. 

And feizes Nature fad. It freezes on ; 

Till morn, late-riiing o'er the drooping world, 745 

Lifts her pale eye unjdyous. Then appears 

The various labour of the filcnt night : 

Prone from the dripping eave, and dumb cafcade^ 

Whofe idle torrents only feem to roar. 

The pendant icicle ; the froft-work fair, 7^0 

Where tranfient hues, and fancy'd figures rife ; 

Wide-fpouted o'er the hill, the frozen brook, 

A livid traft, cold-gleaming on the morn ; 

The foreft bent beneath the plumy wave ; 

Ahd by the froft refin'd the whiter fnow, 755 

Incrufted hard, and founding to the tread 

Of early fliepherd, as he penfive feeks 

His pining flock, or from the mountain top, 

Pleas'd with the flippery furface, fwift defcends. 

On blithfomefrolicksbent,theyouthfulfwains, 760 
While every work of Man is laid at reft. 
Fond o'er the river crowd, in various fport 
And revelry diflblv'd ; where mixing glad, 
Happieft of all the train ! the raptur'd boy 
Laflics the whirling top. Or, where the Rhine 76; 
4 Branch'd 
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Branck'd out in many « long canal extends. 
From every province fwarming, void of care^ 
Baiatfia raihes forth; and as they iweep, 
'On founding fkate9» a thonfand -ditferent ways. 
In circling poife, iwift as the winds, along, 776 
The fhiM gay land is maddened all to joy. 
Kor lefs the northern courts, wide o'er the fnows 
font a new pomp. Eager» on rapid fleds. 
Their vigorous youth in bold contention wheel 
Thelong-refoundingcourfe. Mean-time, to raife 77J 
The manly ftrife, with highly blooming charms^ 
Fluih'd by the feafon, ScatuftMovia's dames. 
Or RvJ^a^s buxom daughters glow around. 

Pure, quick, and fportful, is the wholefome day ; 
But foon elaps'd. The horizontal fun, 780 

Broad o'er the fouth, hangs at his utmoft noon : 
And, ineife^lual, ftrikes the gelid cliiF: 
His azure glofs the mountain ftill maintains. 
Nor feels the feeble touchy Perhaps the vale 
Relents a while to the refleded ray ; 78 j 

Or from the foreft falls the clufter'd fQOw» 
Myriads of gems, that in the waving gleam 
Gay-twinkle as they featter. Thicic around 
Thunders the fport of thofe, who with the gun^ 
And dog impatient bounding at the fhot, 790 

Worfe than the feafon, defolate the fields^ 
And, adding to the ruins of the year, 
Difbefs the footed or the ieatheied game^ 

But 



»w^:^wrhatw*t)[irt;> C>0T4^fanti' Winter flirkr, 
Divdled oPMs^-gntftcifeuri' fl^ttM* ouf eye ygr 

Allonifti'd-Aobtkrt6Ae/^^/yZ&7f^$ 
Where, fbrreiemJefr months,- continual night 

Ilold* o^cr the ^gKttcidng waJte hep ftarry reigtf, 

- . i ... 

Tk^it^ thfo'tlie'prIfqnofuiibounde<rwiid^,;' ; 
ferrMby the. ha»d>f Nature from'efcape,. . • K6p 
Wide^rdams the. ir«(i^;i»;e;cife»^ NougV 
Strikes his fad eye, . but 4erartfi loft in fnow ; 
Aiid heavy-loaded groves ; and folid floods^t 
Thatffretch, athwart the folitary vaf!. 
Their icy horrors, to A?, f^zen x»ain; ■ . 805 

And chearlefs towns far^ijftaatjt . nev.er Wof^'d, 
Save when its annual courie the caravan 
Bends to the golden coafi of rich * Cathay^ 
With-acvwofhiMndO'vIdtti. Yetthereliifegjowa? 
Yet cherifh'd tl^ni^U^b^^fiH:^ «*» fining, wailfl, 8tto 
The fiHTj^ n^tiQiwi,hitfb^.;[ tl^t ,v^tj^ jqt^ • 
Fair ern^irtfii^ .^Qllitfsf jj^.tl«>fe0^^.th^ 
Sables %t^fift^\iMkyi.mBA io^-^vokfmm% 
Or beauteo^: fteahb wrilh: Wttii)^^ Jajii^i^ buft^ 
TlMwflmd&lEBfiila^ i^oA^ foai^ f 9 (HMuta-L &({ 
Tlhjpre, w^iiat»9dttK|»r&!i/.tfet^ ^ 

Sleep on the new-fallen fnows j and^ fcarce his head 

• ■'Vol. L K Rais'd 
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Rais'd e'er the heapy wxeath^ die bnmcluag tik 
Lies flumbering fallen ia the white abyfi. 
The ruthlefs hunter wants nor dogs nor toils, 820 
Nor with the dread of founding bows he drives 
The fearful flying race ; with ponderous dabs. 
As weak againft the mountsdn-heaps they paih 
Their beating breaft in vain, and piteous bray, 
Helays them quivering onth'enfanguin'dfnows, 825 
And with loud (houts rejoicing bears them home. 
There thro* the piny foreft half-abforpt. 
Rough tenant of thefe fhades, the f^apelefs bear. 
With dangling ice all horrid, flalks forlorn ; 
Slow-pac'dy and fourer as t!he Ilorms in^reafe, 83a 
He makes his ^ed beneath th' inclement drift. 
And, with flem patience, fcoming weak complaints 
Hardens his heart againft aflSuling want* 

Wide o'er the ipacioas regions of the north. 
That fee Btote/ urge his tardy wain, 835 

A boifterous race, hy {r6Bty * Cmtnu pierc'd. 
Who little pleafure know and fear no pam. 
Prolific fwarm. They once (elom'd the flame 
Of loft mankind in poUfh'd flavery funk. 
Drove martial t horde on hordes with dieadfol fWeep 
Hefiftlels rofliiiig o'er th' enfeebled foath, 841 

• TheNoitli-WeftWuid. 

And 
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And jrave t&e vanqailh'd world aaother form. 
Not fttch the Tons of Lapland: wifely they 
De^ife th' iafenikte barbai^us trade of war ; 
They afk no more than iimple Nature ^ves, 845 
They love their mountains and enjoy their ftorms. 
No ^fe defires, no pride-created wants^ 
Diflurb the peaceful current of their time ; 
And thro* the reftlefs ever-tortnr'd maze 
Of pleafure, or ambition, bid it rage. 850 

Their rain-deer form their riches* Thefe their tents. 
Their robes, their beds, and all their homely wealth 
Supply, their wholefome fare, and chearful cups. 
Obfequious at their call, the docile tribe 
Yield to the fled their necks, and whirl them fwift 855 
O'er hill and dale, heap'd into one expanie 
Of marbled fnow, as far as eye can fweep 
With a blue cruil of ice unbounded glaz'd. 
By dancing meteors then, that ceafelefs hsk% 
A waving blaze refradled o'er the heavens, 860 
And vivid moons, and flars that keener play 
With doubled luflre from the gloiTy wafte, 
Even in the depth of Polar Nighty they find 
A wondrous day : enough to light the chafe. 
Or guide their darbg fteps to FmUmd^&irs* 865 
Wiih'd Spring returns ; and fixsm the hazy fouth* 
WbUe dim^Aurora flowly moves before, 

K 2 The 
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The welcome fan, yik v«cgiog tip at fi|^ 
By fmall degreea extends tlie fvo^lUag curv9 1 
Till feefL at laft fiMT gay r^cii^ mcnliH^ ^70. 

Still rouad aad souad, ku i^iial ^<mitt km «Uids». 
And as he Marly dipa kis flaaMug orby 
Wheels up aj|M&» a*d rtefcBuim dv fly» 
In that glad fisafoa^ fhHn tke lakes and floods^ 
Where pure • Ntmi^ finry moimlaiiiB rife, - 875 
And fring'd wkk roTes f Tntglh rell» hit ftfeam. 
They draw ^kc copioas !^. Whk thefe, at eve, 
Tlicy chcarfal-loaded tt> their tenty repair ; 
Where* all day long in ufefizl cares employ'd. 
Their Jcind unblemifh*d wives the fire prepare. 880 
Thrice happy race ! by poverty fecur'd 

• M, de Mf^/Htfy ia bU book on th0 Fffurt cf tSc, 
Earth, aftci having • defcribed the be««tif\d Lake and Moiu»» 
tain of Niemi io Lapland, fays—'' From this height not bad 
*• opportunity fn/eral ttmei to fte thofe vapourt rife from the 
^ Lake vubkb the peopk rf^the country tmJl Hahios, and nvhicb 
« thvf demn to kt-the guardian Spirkt of nk BAuatain*. M^e 
** bad been frighted wtb jhr'ta ^ Bears that bamated this 
*' place, but Jaw none. It feem'd rather a place of refort far 
*« Fairica^ni Genii, than Sears,** 

t The fikme Autitor ob feiv e s . *' I w«» fimfrWd M JH 
*' upon tit hanki of tAis rmtr (tht Ttn|»o) »^ ff at/tmefy a 
*^ r*daianj thfi ^ it^ ^w gaaden^*' 

^4 From 



WINTER. 197 

From legal pluiwler and lUpieioas pot/vtr: 

In whom Mi intertk aevcr yet has fown 

The feeds of vice : whofe fpotlcfs iwains ne'er knew ' 

Injurious deed, ilor, blafled by the breath 885 

Of faithlefs love, their blooming daughters woe. 

Still prefling on, beyond Torn^a*s lake, 
. And HecU flaming thro* a wafte of fnow. 
And fertheft GreenlaffJy to Ae pole itfetf, ' 

Where, failing ^ddaal, lUe &t l<ength go^ •wrt, ^90 
The Mufe expaiuk her ibiitary Sigkt ^ ^ . > 

And, hovering «*«r the wild <ftiip«in!d€^9s (bene, " ^ 
Beholds new feas beaiath. * axother &y. J* 
TJirou'd in ltt0 palaoe <£ ^ecdfiwi fcoe* - 
Here Wi Nxaa hMt his aaaeyoiciiig cQoit ; ^ B^^ 
Ao4 thio' his 4^ kallthelevrd tnilpuk 
Of driving tJegufA is forlever ikeapd : . 
Here the grim, tynut meditates Ida «vatk ; 
Heia arou liis winds «!teh aU^^utkU^bg fmft j 
MonMs his lierpe JkaiJ»aadii\eafu0e6 ^la&'^wmti^^p 
Wkhi¥^chhe«owop9itefle0Mlft^e.gl44>««. . . ^ 

Thence winding eaftwaxd to<the Tartar^ % coafty 
She fweeps the howling laaFgin of the main y 
Where undiflblving, from the firfl of time, 

• The other Hcmiiphcrc* 

K J Snow» 
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Snows fwell on fnows amasing to tbe iky ; 905 

And icy mountains high on mountains pil'd^ 
Seem to the fhiveiing iailor from a&r, 
Shapelefs and white, an atmofphere of clouds. 
Proje6led huge, and horrid, o'er the furge,, 
Alps frown on Alps ; or ruihing hideous down, 5^10 
As if old Chaos was again return'd^ 
Wide-rend the deep, and fhake the folid pole.. 
Ocean itfelf no longer can reiift 
The binding fury ; but, in all its rage 
Of temped taken- by the boundlefs iroil, 9 1 ; 

Is mai^y.a fathoin to the bottom chain'd. 
And bid to roar no more : a bJeak expanfe, 
Shagg'd o'er with wavy rocks, chearlefs, and void 
Of every. Kfe, that £rom the dreary months 
Flies confcious fouthward. Miferabk they I 920 
Who, here entangled in the gathering ice. 
Take their laft look of the defcending fun ; 
While, full of death, and fierce with tenfold froft. 
The long long night, incumbent o'er their heads. 
Falls horrible. Such was the f Briton's fate, 925 
As with/i)^ prow, (what have not Britons dar'd [) 
He for the paflage fought, attempted fince 
So much in vain, tind feeming to be ihut 

t Sir Hugh WxLLovcHBr, feat bjr Qvizn Elisabeth 
lo dircQver the Noith-£iiA Pafla£e« 

By 
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By jealott) Natu^ with eternal bars. 

In theie fell regions, ixk Arxina caught, 9^0 

And to thetftony deep his idle fhip 

Immediate feai'd» he- wiih his haplefs crew. 

Each fuU. exerted at hi» ieveral taik» . 

Froze. i^)|:aftat«e!S<s to the cord^ gkied 

The failoff and the pilot to the helm.. 935 

H A R D by thefe ibores> where icarce his freezing llream 
Rolls the. wild O^j'i live the laH of Men ; 
Aisd ^if enliFe^ed by thie< diftant fan,. 
Ths^ rears and^ipens M,aQr as well as plants, 
Hm human I^nre^ wears it^ rade& fomu . 940 
De^p from; the fttercing iea£DA funk in caves. 
Here by duU fires, and with unjoyous- cheer. 
They wad».the< tedious, gloom. Immers'd in furs. 
Doze the grofs. race. : No^.fprigbt^ jeft, norfong, 
1^ tendff7ie£{ itbiy \aiQ^ ; ;DLOr ai«ght of life, 945 
Beyond the kindi<ed beavs tha( i2»lk without. 
Tin nm>rn at length, her roies drooping all. 
Sheds a long twilight brightening o'er their fields, < ' 
And calls the quivered favage to the chace. 

What tannot a£live government perfbrm>. 950 

Kew-moulding Man?' Wid&-ftrelching from diefe 

A people lavage from remoteft time, . [ihores, 

K 4 A huge 
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A huge neglefWd empire MB VA9«-.IArKB^ '• ' 
By Heaven uu%iff'd,lramG«thic'darkM6ra21^; ' 
Immortal Peter V ficft of aiomtrchsi ife - - |^$ 
His ftubbomxomMrjr tan'iU ktt ffoda^ lier &iUy 
Her floods, her fwn; htr jfl-ibbttuflmg- i»u$ y 
And while Jdie' liMe SofiaHwk lie'«M«^ 
To more exakid ibfll he tt^^-^e M2v; . 
Ye ihades of ancient heroes, ye who toiPd 960 
Thro* kfog fflccdfive' ^ges to baild tip ' 
A laboaring plnn of ftatb, t>eliold it onice 
The wonder done ? ^b«aKJ»^*e inst^cMeft 'pmtte^. ' 
Who l«ft Ikift iiiitiV6 ltet3ifl^,'*%i^lfiM rtiigik'AM ftot 

A inighty«fiiiftd6W^^«rMi«Mff )^d^i-^' ^ ^ 96^ 
Who gffSttly ^uarflld iIm^ AttkM pdni^ oficoi*ti i 
And roatlwiig^^wyltoJ; Ai^wcif ^rt :- v- 
His kepitfe kad.a£de,:twJk ^aaomMaai > 
Uiiimfi»d {Aying^dj^ itiediaiuciEwl,i -: 
(k»hQf^lthe4ift4^<3f«'ificte>^«i<'i|liAii)«Ci, 9^ 
Of civir4i^4ibMih Md^iHW^ 
Charg'd with idie ibits ^'£mr^ hemftht goes! 
TheSL cities rife jaoiid th' ittaannM wafte i 
O'er joylo^ fdef^v^/B^Jl^.i^he C4^ra^. »e|ga; . 
Far»di(lant flood to flood is focial join'd; 975 

ri;w ^sifm^>^ *w?f iws -^f «^#*'** -row" r . . 

.Wdt&- flaring isMl .4>fi6rQ:i ^nd «r«ii^Ji'0tch 

Each 
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Each ivajr their duzdmg ^t»y Mf>feflAg bere 
"The kusRtk: Mxattder Ki^ ^tftor A, ^ 98*0 

And aWing there ileHi O^imtan*^ (hnnkifig Ams. 
£/ofi»4ies the kind, and Ignorance y fati,ricey - 
Of old difhoHoiir proud : it glows aromid^ 
Taoght^ 49ie Hoy ah Hanh 4h«t toWdthe v^'hole. 
One fcene.^^' iffts, of anii«» .of ti^ng irade : 9^ 
For what^^ftrwifdom pkuin'd, asid pdvrer ehforcki. 
More potent :ftilly hdsgreat ixam^ fliew*d» 

MuTTfiRiN09tk&imds,«te^« with Uimtedpoiav 
Kow hoUo^-bluftenftg, iirom the fool^ Subdlu?d» * 
The froftjefdlyes: into a trickiing thaof. ' gqd 

Spotted the meantains fldne ; loofe fleet 4efoend8, 
And floods the coantry round. The rivers fweif, * 
Of bonds impaticttt. Sudden 4rom the hills, 
0*er rocks «nd wood$, in bfoad brown catara^fe^ * 
A thouiand fnoW'^M t&n«ht8 ihobt at onciei' 99J 
And, where they rufh, the wide-refotmding plain 
Is left one ilifny wafte. Thofe ^fallen feas,. 
That waih'd th* ungenial pole, will refl no more 
Beneath the fhackles of the mighty north $ 
But, roufliig all their w^ves, refiftleft heave. ' rood 
And hark ! the kn^^nihgrbftt cotitihuous tiiilB. ' ' 
Athwon the rifted deep : at once it burfts. 
And pilea a thoufand mountains to the doud^ ' " ' 

K 5 m 
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Ill £u«s the bark with trembling wretchiss charged. 

That, toU amid die floating fragments, moors loo^ 

Beneath the (helter of an icy iile» 

While night overwhelms the Tea, fmd horror looks 

More horrible. Can human force endore 

Th^ aflcmbled miichiefs that befiege them round ? * 

Heart-gaawing hunger* Minting wearineisy loio 

The roar of winds and waves, the crufh of ice,, . 

Now ceafingy now renewed with louder r^e^ 

And in dire echoes bellowing round the main. 

Morc^ to embroil the deep» Leviathan 

And his unwieldy train, in dreadful fport, loi j 

Temped theloofened brine, while thro' the gloonit 

f afy £x>m the bleak inhofpitable ihore. 

Loading the winds, is heard the hungry howl 

Offamifh'dmonflers, there awaiting wnecks. 

Yet PaoviDENCBy. that ivir-waiing eye» lOZQ 

l^OQks do^m with pity on. the feeble toil 

Of mortals lod to hope, and lights. them. fafe^ 

Thro' all this dreary labyrinth of fatei^ 

'Tisdone! dreadWiNTBaipreadshislateftgloomSr 
And.rcig;ns tremendous o'er the conquer'd year. 1025, 
HoKT^dead this vegetable kingdom lies ! 
How dumb the tuneful ! Horror wide extends 
JHi& dejfolate domain. Behold, fond N(an! 
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See here thyt pidur'd life ; pafs fome few years. 
Thy flowering Springy thy Summef^s ardent ftrengtli,. 
The fober Autumn fading into age, lojfi 

And pale concluding Winter comes at laf(, 
And ihttts the fcene. Ah ! whither now are fled,. 
Thofe dreams of greatnefa ? thofc unfolid hopes 
Ofhappine(£? thde longings after fame ? 103; 
Thofe reillefs eares ? thofe bufy buying days ? 
Thofegay-ipentyfeftive nights? thofe veeringthonghts 
Soft bet«<reen good and ill, that fliar'd thy life ? 
All now are vanifli'd! Virtue fole-farvives, • 
Immortal never-failing friend of Nfan, 104P 

Hi's guide to happinefs on high. And. fee ! 
'Tis come, the glorious^ mom ! ^e fecond birth 
Of heaven, and earth! awakening Nature hears 
The nrw creating worJy and ftarts to life. 
In every heightened form,, from, pain and death 104^ 
For ever free^ Tife great eternal fcheme^. 
Involving all, and in ^perfeQ muMi 
Uniting, a» the profpe^ wider fpread^,^ 
To reaibn's eye refin'd clears up apace. 
Ye vainly wife ! ye blind prefumptuous ! now, I050 
Confounded in the dufl, adore that Powbr,^. 
And WjSDqAC oft arraigned: fee now the caufe,^ 
Why unaAuming worth in fecret liv'd,. 
And dy*d, neglcAed :. why the good. Man's ihare^ 
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Why tke lone widow aad htor orphans pia'd 

In Carving folhude ; while luxmy^ 

In palaces, lay Uralhiogher low thought. 

To form unreal wants ; why heaveft-bom trath. 

And moderation fair, .wore tbfired marks io6<>- 

Of faperflition's fcourgc ; why Ikens'd pam« . . [ 

That cruel fpoilcr, that embofom'd foc^ ; 

Inibtttered all our blifs. Ye good difbeft 1 . . , 

Ye Boble few ! who here unl^eiiding (taxvd 

Beneath life's pre£ure, yet t^ar up a while, , 1065 

Andi;Hiat your boundca view, which only (aw 

A little partv'^ttiM EvM fe'iio itiire r-'"'/ ' ' '"'^ *;;' 

The fthjntt W WJjwJiy Ti'ftfE will i^didkly pafi^' ' 

And oiteimbo<iDde4$i^tt^N<3 encirde all. 
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Are but tbe«9arib/'iS0i>% ' XfcerdHii^Teibr 
IsfiidlofTkbe. Fbti&lci^djpie^agSptitte • ^; 
Th y beauty yniks, tht tetedcniefs wi W^. ^ ; 
Wide -Holh the ^elds 5 thc^ fcfiening "air is balm ; 5 - 
Echo the mountains rotind ; the foreil fmilea j 
And every feilfe, anil ei^ery4icart is joy. 
^Then comes thy g^diy in tJiC-Suijiinet^months^ 
^)7ith l^^t.aiiul leat tefu^ent* ' ^ Ti^cm th y fua ^ , 
Shoots full' perfedlion thro' the fwelling year : 10. 
And oft THY voibein dreaiUul fiunufer ipeaks $ ' 
And oft at ^darvft, > dsep hkkni^ or ilaUoig er6» 
By brooks anii .grosres^ in UiilowvidiiifperiAg ^es.I 
cTh Y- boilntylflunes in .AnltiiiiiA Uixocnnffifa^ii, ' > ^ 

: Aiid>.^i1eiKls a cdnmMni feaft feor^all i3iat£i^. ' ii 
Iti Winter awful Taoidr 1 wtk l^kuib tm&-iU»ms > 
♦ AVound 
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Around Theb thrown, tempeft oVr tempeft roird, 
Majeftic darkneft ! on the whirlwind's wing. 
Riding fublime. Thou bidH the world adore. 
And hnmbleft Nature with thy northern blafb. 20 

Mysterious round! whatikill, what force divine^ 
I>eep felt, in thefe appear ! a iimple train. 
Yet fo delightful mixM, with fudtkind art. 
Such beauty and beneficence combin'd ; 
Shade, unperceiv'd, fo foftening into fhade ; 2^ 
And all fo forming an harmonious whole ; 
That, as they ftill fucceed, they rayifh ftilL 
But wandering oft, with bnite unconfcious gaze, 
Man marks not Theejl Diarks not the jnighty h^d, 
That,^ ever-bufy, wheels the filent fpheres ; 30 

Works in the fecret deep ; (hoots, ileaming, thencii 
The fair profufion that o'erfpreads the Spring : 
Plings from the fun dired the flamijig day ; 
Feeds every* creature ; hurls the tempcft forth ; 
And, as on earth this grateful change i^cvolvcs, 35 
With transport touches all the fprings of life. 

Nature, attend I join every liidng (only ^ 
Beneath the. fpacious temple of the %, 
In adoration join ; and, anient, raife 
One general fong ! To HiM, ye vocal gales, 40 
Breathe foft, whofeSpiaiT in yonrfnfhnefi breathes: 
Oh talk of Him in foUtar/ glooms ! 

Where, 
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Where, o'er the rock, the fcarcely waving pine 
Fills the brown fhade with a religious awe. 
And ye, whofe ix>lder note is heard afar, 4$ 

Who ihake th' ailoniih'd world, lift high to heavea. 
Th' impetuous fong, and fay from whom you rage* 
His praife, ye brooks, attune, ye trembling rills ; 
And let me catch it as I mufe along. 
Ye headlong torrents, rapid, and profound; 50 

Ye fofterfioods, that lead the humid maze 
Along the vale ; and thou, majeftic main, 
A fecret world of wonders in thyfelf, 
Sound His flupendous praife; whofe greater voice . 
Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall. 55 
Soft-roll your incenfe, herbs, and fruits, and Howers^ 
In mingled clouds to Him ; whofe fun exalts, 
Whofe breath perfumes you, and whofe pencil paints* 
Ye fbrefb bend, ye harvefts wave, to Hi m ; 
Breathe your ftill fong into the reaper's heart, 60 
As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 
Ye that keep watch in heaven, as earth afl.eep^ 
Unconfcious lies, efFufe your mildefl beams. 
Ye conftellations, while your angels flrike. 
Amid the fpangled (ky, the iilver tyre. 5j 

Great fource of day ! belt image here below 
Of thy Creator, ever pourihg wide. 
Prom world to world, the vital ocean rounds 
On Nature write with every beam His praife. 
The thunder rolls :. be hulh-d the proftrate world ; 70 

Whilft 
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WhHe cloud to clend jKtam$ the ftikmn hftanm 
Bleat oat.«foil^ ye iulU ; ye moffy vodcs. 
Retain the ibmid.: the bxoad re^iooiive i<Mfire» 
YevaUeysyifttie; for. the G a li at Shbj^he&j> reigns; 
And ihi8 wifi^tring kingdom yet 'will come* 7 5 

Ye w6odiands all, awaioe : a boundlefii fong 
Burft from the groves ! and when the reftkfs day, 
Eicpiring, lays the wi^rUing wprM aOeep* 
Sweeteftpf4nrd«l fyroetPhiioineU, <:faann 
The Men^fl^adeiyftDd teach the nightHi s pvi^fe. 8% 
Ye chiefy for whom die who&e cteadon knifes. 
At «KC^ tlie iiiead, the heatt, and Mngwe of all. 
Crown Ae- gfeat tiymn ! in fwftrmiiig cities vmi^, . 
AiflTemhled nen^ to the^deep oi^n join 
The long-iefonnding voice, oft-bitfafcing ckwr, S5 
'At (bkmn paufes, through the fwelling bafe ; 
Andy as each mingling flame increafes each. 
In one united ardor ri(b to heaven. 
Or if you rather chufe the" 'rural ihade. 
And find a fane in every facred grove ; 90 

There let the (hepherd's flute, the virgin's lay. 
The prompting ferapb, and the poet's lyre. 
Still fi^g the God OF Seasovs, as they roll* 
For me, when I forget the darlij^ theme, . . 
Whether ^}ie hMfom blows,, tlie iumi^r-ray; 95 
Ru(ret» the plain, in/pirmg Aut;omn gimuM»<; 
Gr Wipter ri jes ki tke bliKkeaing «ftft ; 

Be 



A HYMN. 209 

Be my tongue mute, my fancy paint no more> 
And, dead to joy, forget my heart to beat ! 

> Should fate command me to the fartheil verge i oc 

Of the green earth, to diftant barbarous climes. 

Rivers unknown to fong ; where firft the fun 

Gilds Inifiait mountains, or his fetting beam 

Flames on th' Atlantic ifles ; 'tis nought to me : 

Since God is ever prefent, ever fcltj 105 

In the void wafte as in the city full ; 

And where He vital breathes there muft be joy. 

When even at lail the folemn hour fhall come. 

And wing my myftic flight to future worlds, 

I chearful will obey ; there, with new powers, 1 10 

Will riiing wonders fing : I cannot go 

Where Universal Love not fmiles around, 

Suftainbg all yon orbs^ and all their fons ; 

From/eeming Evil flill educing Goody 

And Better thence again, and Better ftill, i jj 

In infinite progreflion. But I lofe 

Myfelf in Him, in Light ineffable ! 

Come then, expreifive filence, mufe his praife. 



THE END. 
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